
COUNCIL MEMBERSHIP
AT THE MIDDLE EAST INSTITUTE



MEI’s Council Members are the Institute’s most valued partners. Council 
Membership is available to individuals and corporations in the United States 
and across the world who support MEI and its mission.

The Council Experience
MEI engages our Council Members through programming that is tailored to 
members’ specific interests. Members receive: 

• VIP trips, networking opportunities, and off-record conversations in 
Washington, DC and across the world.

• Private, on-demand briefings from MEI experts doing research and 
analysis of the region’s most challenging issues. 

• Access to a community of business leaders, philanthropists, and 
subject matter experts.

Get Involved 
Council Members provide unrestricted annual support that funds MEI’s 
operating costs, research, and programming. All membership contributions 
are tax deductible in the United States.

In a region rich with strong US allies 
as well as persistent adversaries, the 
convening power of the Middle East 
Institute’s (MEI) deeply informed 
geopolitical analysis and unparalleled 
network of distinguished experts 
plays a crucial role to GardaWorld 
for informed decision-making and 
corporate actions in the region. MEI 
fosters dialogue and solutions essential 
for regional stability and prosperity, 
which we wholeheartedly support as it 
aligns to our business interests and US 
national security.”

Our Council Members

“

Pete Dordal Jr.
President, GardaWorld 
Federal Services 



Founded in 1946, the Middle East 
Institute (MEI) is America’s leading 
nonpartisan policy and cultural 
institute focused on the Middle 
East. Based in Washington, DC, 
and working at the intersection 
of policy, education, and culture, 
MEI is a trusted convener of 
Middle East experts and officials, 
fostering dialogue between diverse 
stakeholders.

About the Middle 
East Institute



Membership Benefits
Chairman’s Council ($100,000+/year)
• Twelve bespoke, on-demand briefings with MEI experts on topics of 

your choosing. 

• Opportunity to participate in one annual MEI delegation led by our 
Distinguished Fellows. 

• VIP access and reserved table for 10 at our Annual Awards Gala in 
Washington, DC.

• VIP access for four at MEI’s hallmark annual receptions and summits. 

• 1 gratis speaking engagement with our President & CEO or an MEI 
Trustee at your company.

• All additional cross-council benefits (see next page) 

President’s Council ($50,000+)
• Six bespoke, on-demand briefings with MEI experts on topics of your 

choosing 

• Opportunity to participate in one annual MEI delegations led by our 
Distinguished Fellows 

• VIP access for four at our Annual Awards Gala in Washington, DC.

• VIP access for one at MEI’s hallmark annual receptions and summits. 

• All additional cross-council benefits (see next page) 

Ambassador’s Council ($30,000+)
• Three bespoke, on-demand briefings with MEI experts on topics of your 

choosing 

• VIP access for one at our Annual Awards Gala in Washington, DC.

• Access for one at MEI’s hallmark annual receptions and summits.

• All additional cross-council benefits (see next page) 

*Corporate membership donations are tax deductible in the United States.

To discuss Council membership, please contact our Membership Team:                              
council@mei.edu  | +1 202-785-1141 Ext. 203



Membership Benefits

Cross-Council Benefits (Included At All Tiers)
• Unlimited access to MEI’s weekly Virtual Briefing Series 

• Unlimited access to MEI’s weekly Thursday Webinar Series

• Invitations to MEI’s Ambassador’s Lunch Series 

• Invitations to MEI’s Executive Speaker Series 

• Invitations to other exclusive convenings and fora hosted by MEI 

• Name recognition as a Middle East Institute Council Member on our 
website and in relevant printed materials 



General John P. Abizaid
Chairman 
Senior Advisor, Lazard

Thomas J. Campbell
Vice Chair  
Partner, DC Capital Partners 
LLC

Marjorie A. Adams
CEO, Adams & Associates 
Inc.

H.E. Huda Alkhamis-Kanoo
Founder, Abu Dhabi Music 
and Arts Foundation

Waleed Al Muhairi
Deputy Group CEO, 
Mubadala

Jomana R. Al Rashid
Chief Executive Officer, Saudi 
Research and Media Group

Patrick Barry
Senior Director, General 
Dynamics Information 
Technology

Mary McInnis Boies
Counsel, Boies Schiller 
Flexner LLP

T. Gail Dady
Partner and COO,  
DC Capital Partners LLC

Amb. Paula J. Dobriansky
Harvard University

Robert Fardi
Senior Advisor, Rhea Space 
Activity and ENTRA1 Energy

Nijad I. Fares
Director, WEDGE Group 
Incorporated

Samia Farouki
CEO, HiiFinance Corporation

Joseph C. Geagea
Former Executive Vice 
President of Technology, 
Projects and Services, 
Chevron

Nada Hamadeh
Managing Director and Chief 
Financial Officer, M Medical 
Group

Brian C. McK. Henderson
Founding Partner, Henderson 
International Advisors LLC

George R. Hoguet
Principal,  
Chesham Investments LLC

Karl V. Hopkins
Partner, Bradley Arant Boult 
Cummings LLP

Louis R. Hughes
CEO, InZero Systems

Hunter Hunt
CEO and President,  
Hunt Consolidated Energy 
LLC

Amb. Robert W. Jordan
Fmr. Ambassador to Saudi 
Arabia

Robert Kapla
Partner, Squire Patton Boggs

Anne B. Keiser
Middle East Institute

Deborah Lehr
CEO and Managing Partner, 
Edelman Global Advisory

Michael Levy
CEO, Crow Holdings

John Pearson
Director, Washington DC 
Office, Aramco Americas

Kerry Propper
Co-Founder and Executive 
Chairman of Chardan; 
Managing Partner, ATW 
Partners

George R. Salem
Law Offices of George R. 
Salem, PLLC at DLA Piper; 
co-founder and Chairman of 
the Arab American Institute; 
former President of the 
National Association of Arab 
Americans 

Amb. Magnus Schöldtz
Senior Advisor, Wallenberg 
Office; Former Ambassador 
at the Swedish Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs

John Serafini
Chief Executive Officer, 
HawkEye360

Kevin Taweel
Co-founder and Chairman, 
Asurion

Toni Verstandig
Co-founder and Executive 
Director, Verstandig Family 
Foundation; Former Deputy 
Assistant Secretary for 
Near Eastern Affairs, U.S. 
Department of State

Gen. (ret.) Joseph L. Votel
Former Commander of U.S. 
Central Command

Amb. David Welch
Senior Vice President, 
Bechtel Corporation; former 
Assistant Secretary of State 
for Near Eastern Affairs

Rochdi A. Younsi
Director, Middle East and 
North Africa, International 
Government Relations, 
ExxonMobil, Washington D.C.

Amb. Susan L. Ziadeh
Former Actong Principal 
Deputy Assistant Secretary 
of State for Near Eastern 
Affiars; former Deputy 
Assistant Secretary of State 
for Arabian Peninsula Affairs; 
former U.S. Ambassador to 
the State of Qatar 

Board of Governors


