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Publisher’s Foreword

The American Council of Learned Societies undertook the translation of the
YAWM MAYSALUN, of Siti‘ al-Husri, as part of its Near Eastern Translation
Program. The work of translation had been done by Dr. Sidney Glazer under
the auspices of this Program, when the Council discontinued that series of
publications.

Now, by arrangement with the author, the Council, and Dr. Glazer, this
Institute has the pleasure of presenting this modern classic in the literature of
Arab nationalism to the English-reading public.

The Institute is also grateful to the Fuller Foundation, Inc., for assistance
in making the publication possible.
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New Preface to the English Edition

The French military occupation and mandate over Syria that started the Day
of Maysalun lasted a little over a quarter of a century, from July 24, 1920 to
April 17, 1946. The events that took place in Syria during this phase of her
history are highly significant. They serve as an excellent illustration of the
struggle between renascent nationalism and colonialism cloaked by the mandate.

A series of political and economic operations designed to further the inter-
ests and ambitions of France and Frenchmen at the expense of Syria and Syrians,
a series of protest and resistance movements sometimes amounting to armed
insurrection, acts of intimidation and repression sometimes resulting in the
destruction of villages and bombardment of cities—these, in summary, are the
events that unfolded in Syria from the Day of Maysalun until the Day of the
Evacuation.

I have written this new preface specially for the English translation of my
work in order to provide my readers with a rapid view, or rather survey, of the
most important events in Syrian history“after Maysaliin.”

French domination resulted in Syria's undergoing a series of amputations
that ended in dismemberment in the full sense of the word.

To begin with, there was a major amputation when the country was partitioned
between the French and British mandates. The partition line passed south of
Jebel Druze and the Hawran. That is why the French troops in their movements
took care not to push south of this line and left all the territory there from Ajlun
to Mulin to Great Britain, which established a principality that they baptized
with the name of Transjordan. Thus, this vast stretch of land which formed an
integral part of Syria before Maysalin and of Ottoman Syria was detached by the
two mandatory powers.

Secondly, the territory that remained under the French mandate was also
destined to undergo several amputations:

(a) On September 1, 1920 (i.e., almost 40 days after Maysaliin) the French
High Commissioner for Syria and Lebanon, General Gouraud, proclaimed the
formation of Great Lebanon by annexing to the Lebanon of 1860 Beirut and
Tripoli in the north, some districts of Tyre and Sidon in the south, and Baalbek,
Bigaa, Rashiaya, and Hasbaya in the east. These four districts were an integral
part of Syria before Maysalin, and General Gouraud detached them to enlarge
Lebanon.

(b) A week after the creation of Great Lebanon, on September 8, 1920, the
General created by another decree a new state in the north, the state of Aleppo.

(c) What remained of Syria after the loss of its territories in the south,
north, and west could no longer justify being called the “State of Syria.” Hence
it was christened the “State of Damascus.” The very name of Syria was thus
obliterated from this new political map.

(d) Two weeks after the State of Aleppo was created, on September 23,
1920, a new decree announced the birth of still another state, the “State of the
Alawites.”



(e) Several months later it was Jebel Druze’s turn to be detached from the
Damascus government.

Thus, during 1920 the Syria of the geographers, the Syria of the Congress of
1919, found itself divided into seven political entities: two under the British
mandate (Palestine and Transjordan) and five under the French mandate (the
states of Great Lebanon, Damascus, Aleppo, the Alawites, and the Druzes).

Thirdly, to complete the list of political creations we must add the sanjak
of Alexandretta, which was endowed in 1921 with a special, almost autonomous,
regime.

II

This partitioning of Syria naturally stirred up many protests and caused
numerous difficulties. General Gourand was quick to note them and to under-
stand the need to take them into consideration. But he thought he could remedy
the situation by a new creation. So in 1922 he decreed the formation of a Syrian
Federation to include three of the independent Syrian states—those of Damascus,
Aleppo, and of the Alawites. (It will be noted that the word “independent” was
used in the decrees and proclamations of the High Commissioner in a special

sense, i.e., “independent of one another” but dependent on the French High
Commissioner).

It was a unique federation. The chief of one of the feder-states was a French
military man. The chiefs of the two others were Arabs, but they had to be
named by the High Commissioner. There were 15 members of the Federal Coun-
cil, five for each state, but they were not representative. French and Arabic
were the official languages used by the Federal Council. The Council’s deci-

sions could not be executed without the agreement and ratification of the High
Commissioner or his delegate.

Under these circumstances the establishment of the Syrian Federation could
not but stir up and intensify general discontent. The directors of the French
mandate were naive in thinking that all was going well and that everyone, except
the Damascus politicians, was pleased with the new political map. Moreover,
these directors had convinced themselves that the people in the other states
that they created were happy to be separated from Damascus. Because of this
conviction they wanted to consolidate the political creations of the mandate by
a popular vote. Hence, they invited the population of Aleppo to elect deputies
to a parliament set up specially for their state.

The elections were held toward the end of 1924 under the control and influ-
ence of French officials, civilian and military, and they sent to the chamber
many persons known to be Francophiles. Nevertheless, the Parliament thus
elected was quick to vote—unanimously—for union with Damascus.

Because of this unexpected development, the High Commissioner was forced
to ratify the decision and to decree the union of the two states as of January 1,
1925. Thus, the name of the Syrian State was restored after an absence of a
little over three years. After this experience, the High Commissioner was
cautious in the matter of elections among the Alawites and Druges. He kept
them independent, that is to say, detached from the Syrian State.

I

These political and territorial o
were preceded by economic moves t
decree of the High Commissioner p

perations of the French mandate in Syria
hat. were to have grave consequences. A
ubh§hed on the very day that the French



The currency used in transactions as well as savings were gold pounds,
pounds sterling, and Egyptian pounds, which had the value of gold. This decree
resulted in gold currency having to be exchanged for paper money issued legally
by the Bank of Syria and Lebanon with no special cover. It would steadily draw
Syrian gold to the basement of this bank and enrich its stock holders at the
expense of the Syrians. Moreover, it linked the fortune of the country to the fate
of the French franc. And as the value of the franc was to depreciate rapidly,
Syria would suffer the direct repercussions and experience disastrous economic
crises.

The following facts will serve to provide a fuller idea of the effects of the
French mandate on the economy of Syria:

(a) As soon as the military occupation began, the High Commissioner imposed
an indemnity of 200,000 gold pounds on the Syrian government.

(b) He charged to the treasury of the Syrian states created after Maysaliin
the salaries and allowances of the French officials, civilian and military, whose
numbers were to increase from day to day.

(c) The authorities of the Mandate heaped exceptional favors on French
merchants and firms. And these favors naturally prevented the national economy
from developing in a normal fashion.

In view of the foregoing, there is no doubt that the French mandate wrought
havoc and even disaster on the Syrian economy.

v

These acts and operations naturally could not but strengthen the protest and
resistance movements which began with the start of the occupation in different
parts of the country. These movements soon were organized both within the
country and abroad.

The policy of intimidation to which the directors of the mandate had resorted
in condemning to death most of the deputies of the Syrian Congress without even
a court martial forced all the militant nationalists either to hide or flee to the
nearest Arab countries. The latter formed a Syro-Palestinian Executive Commit-
tee, which convoked a Syro-Palestinian Congress at Geneva in order to be near
the League of Nations and its Mandates Commission. The Congress gathered
together many Syrians, Lebanese, and Palestinians. It drew up and presented
a detailed report to the League of Nations. It also named a permanent delegation
to maintain continuous liaison with the Mandates Commission and to take advan-
tage of every opportunity to enlighten European public opinion on the events in
Syria. The delegation set to work and started, among other things, to publish a
monthly review entitled La Nation Arabe.

As for movements in the interior, they varied in different parts of the country,
depending on the circumstances. There were grievances, complaints, protests,
demonstrations, strikes, and guerrilla activity, which ended in an armed revolt
of considerable scope. It began in the Jebel Druze but soon spread and eventu-
ally reached the outskirts of the capital, Damascus. The High Commissioner,
General Sarail, stung by the defeats experienced by his troops, ordered the
bombardment of the city by cannons, airplanes, and tanks. The three-day
bombardment set an entire quarter of the city on fire and destroyed many build-
ings, including the ceiling of the celebrated pavillion of the Azm Palace, a
masterpiece of Arab architecture. Unfortunately, the only thing that remains
to recall it is a half-tone engraving in color and gilt found in Gustave Le Bon's
famous Histoire de la Civilisation Arabe.

The bombardment of Damascus certainly aroused deep emotions in the entire
world, especially among the Arabs. France sought to mitigate the effects by
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replacing General Sarail with a diplomat High Commissioner, Henri de Jouvenelle,
while instructing a military leader, General Gamelin, to subdue the insurrection
by force in order to prepare the terrain for diplomacy.

\Y

The policy of “territorial partition, economic impoverishment, and dictatorial
administration” was “intolerable and revolting” to the Syrians, especially since

they had known a period of independence which, though brief, aroused many
hopes and aspirations.

The Syrian Congress of 1919-1920 drew up a constitution to unite Syria,

Lebanon and Palestine in a federal system. Moreover, it sanctioned an alliance
between this Federation and Iraq.

The French mandate did everything possible to crush these aspirations. It
divided Syria proper into several states, installing in each a system of adminis-
tration that accorded no freedom of action to the native officials, and then
overwhelmed the country with disastrous economic measures. These actions
naturally disgusted the Syrians.

The evolution of Iraq also exercised an increasing influence on the Syrians.
Prior to Maysalin the Iraqis keenly envied Syria and found in its situations
reasons for hope and action. But after a few years the situations were reversed
and the Syrians began to envy the Iraqis. Iraq evolved quite differently from
Syria, and by 1926 the differences were quite striking. Iraq experienced nothing
comparable to the crises that upset the Syrian economy. It did not have to under-
g0 any territorial dismemberment. And it emerged healthy and ‘intact even from
the grave crisis provoked by Turkish claims on the Mosul region.

It is true that Iraq was still far from satisfying all the national aspirations.
However, it had made a good deal of progress in this direction. The treaty
concluded with Great Britain, despite some serious shortcomings, left the Iragis
with considerable freedom of action. Moreover, Iraq had omitted a constituent
assembly and a constitution. It still has a parliament and a senate, with a gov-
ernment party and opposition parties.

It is evident from the foregoing that Iraq enjoyed a political and economic
situation that was infinitely superior to that of Syria. It is therefore easy to
see why the example of Iraq could not fail to influence the aspirations and
demands of the Syrians: This influence acquired particular force from the fact
chat the head of state in Iraq was King Faisal, who had been expelled by the

rench from Syria after Maysaliin, and that several of his closest collaborators

were well known in Syria because of th ~-
The French were eir service in the country before Maysaliin.

well aware of these facts. but they failed t derstand their
true significance. They inferred fr : . 0 understan
is why they thought om them that the Syrians loved kings. That

they could dominate the country by using a son-in-law of an
Ottoman sultan, whom they placed at the head of the S)’:rian nggovemment.

Vi

After trying force and terrorism once
more,
began to understand the need of convoki %, the S5 Ctmiesioner finally

public opinion. The elections of Apeil 1 9!;% a constituent assembly to appease

the pretext that six articl However, the Deputy High Commissioner intervened on

es of the draft were inco
mpatible with the international
commitments of France, and he demanded that these articles be deleted be?o:e



deliberations began. The demand was refused so the High Commissioner ad-
journed the sessions for three months. The negotiations that took place during
these three months did not produce satisfactory results and the High Commis-
sioner again called for an adjournment. Since no understanding was reached in
three months, he suspended the Constituent Assembly sine die. This action
exacerbated public opinion and caused great discontent.

The High Commissioner finally decided to end the dispute by making an
astute diplomatic move in 1930. He promulgated the constitution without sup-
pressing a single article, but added a new article (no. 116) that rendered the
six articles in question completely inoperative. He published this constitution
along with some other constitutions and regulations for the territories of the
Alawites and Druzes and for the sanjak of Alexandretta. This was for the
purpose of showing that France was intransigent on the matter of the territories
detached from Syria and of the new states created. Public opinion was naturally
not calmed thereby, especially since the example of Iraq was becoming quite
formidable owing to the decisions of the League of Nations. As proposed by
Great Britain, the mandate was solemnly abolished and Iraq was admitted to the
organization. It goes without saying that under these conditions even the most
Francophile of the Syrians could not defend French policy in Syria.

VII

The High Commissioner, Count de Martel, who succeeded Ponsot in 1934,
noted that public opinion in Syria was fascinated by Iraq and even admired the
treaty policy of that country. That is why he sought a similar treaty policy for
Syria. He prepared a draft treaty which he submitted to the Syrian government.
The government, whose members were devoted to France, hastened to approve
and submit it to Parliament. The High Commissioner thought that Parliament
would do the same thing because during the elections the French used every
kind of pressure, intimidation, and maneuvering to get their friends elected.
They succeeded in reducing the National Bloc to a small majority in Parliament.

However, the draft was designed to strengthen France's position and guar-
antee the interests of the French without conferring the slightest benefit on
Syria and the Syrians. Consequently, the National Bloc deputies were able to
influence a great many deputies so that when they drew up a resolution of rejec-
tion, they succeeded in getting it signed by the majority of Parliament.

Thus blocked, the High Commissioner returned to the policy of repression.
He had a great many militant nationalist leaders arrested and then deported to
remote regions of the country, holding them responsible for the demonstrations
and troubles that were occurring. These intensified, despite all the repressive
measures. The High Commissioner finally came to understand that he could not
achieve constructive results without reaching an agreement with the National
Bloc. He released the political prisoners and started conversations with the
head of the Bloc to whom he communicated his government's readiness to re-
ceive at Paris a delegation to negotiate a “treaty of friendship and alliance.”

The negotiations that took place in Paris in 1936 between the nationalist
delegation and French officials ended satisfactorily for both parties and the
treaty was initialed by the respective chairmen.

When the Syrian delegation returned to Damascus, preparations were made
to elect a new Parliament. The Parliament elevated the head of the Bloc to
President of the Republic. And the nationalist government, which was formed
constitutionally, submitted the treaty to Parliament. Approval and ratification
was unanimous.

But the French government acted in quite a different fashion. After two
years of evasions and a series of new negotiations and new accords, it finally
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disclaimed the treaty. Thus, the 1936 treaty remained a dead letter, despite its
ratification by the Syrian Parliament.

Meanwhile, Syria was undergoing a major crisis over Turkish claims to
Alexandretta. The Turks were far from constituting a majority in the region.
An impartial inquiry could clearly prove this. But the French did nothing signifi-
cant to protect Syrian rights in the affair. On the contrary, they used the sanjak
as a bargaining counter. France, allied with Great Britain, was preparing to
combat the Axis powers and she wished to bring Turkey into the war on the
Allied side. That is why she made a number of concessions that ended, in
1939, in Turkey's annexing Alexandretta. Syrian public opinion naturally held
France responsible for this great injustice to the country

After the 1936 treaty was sabotaged, French troops and officials set out to
foment trouble in order to strengthen their position in Syria. The Syrian govern-
ment was unable to discharge its functions in the midst of such machinations
and meddling so in May 1939 it submitted its resignation to the President of the
Republic. The latter, after two months of reflection, decided to resign too, and
he sent a letter to this effect to Parliament on July 7. These resignations
delighted the High Commissioner, who hastened to decree the dissolution of
Parliament and suspension of the constitution. He named a head of government

to handle current matters. Thus did the High Commissioner assume all public
powers.

Less than two months later World War II broke out and everyone realized

that the purpose of all these measures was to prepare the country for the exigen-
cies of the war.

Vi

When the French government capitulated and signed the armistice—following

the defection of its armies and occupation of its capital by the Germans—the
French troops in Syria and Lebanon as well as the officials of the High Commis-

sariat remained loyal to the Vichy government and did not recogni
ognize the Free
:::;:'s:? t after the 1941 events in Irag, the Allied High Command decided (0
aa ebanon with the aid of th ing i tine
the troops needed for this operation. e Free French, massing in Palestin
During the evening before the da :

. y set for the start of military operations,
:alll:::uﬂew over the main cities of Syria and Lebanon to drop copies of a
e m:“ signed by General Catroux and addressed to the Syrians and Leban-
suggestive ':'“ of General de Gaulle. The preamble contained some phrases
g uam:‘:nmnrielervationa. but it ended by clearly declaring indepen-
independence. a British declaration issued in Cairo approved and supported

The mental reser :
selves. The "II“O::‘::: mentioned above were not long in manifesting them-

s of the Free French wanted he situation
pevailing before 1939 and. perha to restore the situa
rate, they were far from ronotln:cingp‘t'h:h :oclm"' e . g o

loni ;
sors. That is why they did not decree = alist ambitions of their predeces

neral elections in Syria and Lebanon
ter a great deal of evasion and Alli e

gave each coun ed pressure. The elections
SO0t St troe “:"Y. :. m::ent. president of the republic, and a government, all

ot nd In ldditlonwot::l?t;:n in 1926, contained several
em of dependence beca ' ebanese flag was actually an
inserted in the upper ause it was the French flag with a small cedar tree
Parliament to JOTReE Bedr ‘the

fleur-de-lis. The government convoked
modify the articles of the Constitution and 'go choose a new flag.



The French authorities tried hard to prevent Parliament from meeting, but
they failed and the legislative body approved the government's proposals. It
adopted a new flag which bore no resemblance to the French flag. The general
delegate of the French was angered by this “audacious decisions” and he ordered
the arrest of the President of the Republic and President of the Council along
with several deputies, who were detained in the ancient citadel of Hasbaya.
Moreover, he named his own President of the Republic.

This arbitrary and oppressive act aroused public opinion in Lebanon and
elsewhere in the Arab world. It angered and alarmed even the Allies because,
besides the trouble it would provoke in Lebanon, it could gravely damage the
cause of the war itself, for the Allies never stopped saying that they were
fighting for the liberty of all peoples—and here you have a representative of
their ally committing a serious crime against the liberty of a people whose
independence it had proclaimed. Thus they decided to act promptly. They
forced General de Gaulle to have the prisoners released and allowed to exercise
the powers granted to them by the people. It will be noted that this act, which
denounced the persistence of the colonialist spirit among the Free French, took
place in 1943, i.e., while a large part of France was occupied by the Germans
and the rest of the country, though apparently free, was actually controlled by
the Germans. It was natural for this colonialist spirit to be manifested with
more vigor after the liberation of France. That was what was to take place
in 1945.

The independence of Syria, contrary to that of Lebanon, did not require a
change of flag or modifications in the Constitution because the Syrian flag did
not resemble that of France and, moreover, it combined the four Arab colors.
The constitution was drawn up by a commission of the Constituent Assembly in
a spirit of nationalism and independence. As for article 116 added by the High
Commissioner, since it was considered illegal by the nationalists, it could be
deleted without any formality.

On the other hand, Syria did have a number of territorial problems. The new
government solved part of them quite satisfactorily. The regions of the Alawites
and Druzes were completely annexed to Syria without any difficulty. The ques-
tion of the four districts added to Lebanon was resolved in a spirit of Arab
fraternity. The Syrian government decided to abandon any claims to them after
reaching an accord to this effect with the Lebanese government. In communicat-
ing this decision to Parliament, the Prime Minister said in substance: Syria
protested the annex of these districts because she knew that Lebanon was
merely an instrument of French policy. Now, however, since Lebanon has
definitely turned away from French policy and decided on complete independence,
we will give up our claims to these territories and wish Lebanon all prosperity
within its present-day borders.

The Lebanese Prime Minister communicated this fraternal gesture of Syria
to Parliament and, thanking Syria, said: “Lebanon has an Arab face; it will be
independent in the fullest sense of the word. . . Lebanon will no longer be either
a dwelling place or a corridor of colonialism.” The simultaneous proclamation
of this new policy by Syria and Lebanon immediately put an end to the irredent-
ism that was reigning in the north and south of Lebanon and it strengthened the
country internally and externally.

Syria had many more important aims and concerns—to have a national army
and to see the country rid of French troops. There were many Syrian soldiers
and a fair number of officers, but they were dispersed among French units and
commanded by French officers. They had to be regrouped and placed under



ome the nucleus of the national army,
- sing- mﬁ“;z» ?btsl:l“to‘hgee{ :e‘ﬂ: tt:)e‘l:eavo the country after a suitable period
gy, thp eneral delegate of France claimed that he had to concludg
e eug, safeguard the “economic, strategic, and cultural interests
o i agreem:l::: submitted a draft of agreements to the Syrian gqvemmem. The
b ‘rne wholly incompatible with the independence ptoclaxmede_y f‘nn‘:o
claus:‘s w: approved and recognized by the Allied Powers—Great nhta n'tric.-
?J::lst:d S‘t:tespand Soviet Russia. Naturally, Syyia could not makle S:(; bteecsauu
tive agreemex;ts. The negotiations on the subject were mconcr:silmransigem.
the French, blinded by the urge to dominate that haunted them, we

' French spirit
delivery of France from German occupation revived the :
of d:hm:nuion bzcauae it enabled them toqusu:n:ot&zn?zzyn?; :r(\)irﬁfm:nt:c cglrl;:t
vigor. They began to land new troops in Beiru ool Mot
to force the Syrians to halt all resistance.

iia:l:li:; zrgi:retln?mblic opinion, which was already impatient at th(: Sl?\w;:::r:
the political negotiations. Everyone understood the need to ac Bl e
boycott was adopted to prevent the supplying of the Frenqh gams“e.s bt
all over the country. The French soldiers then began to seize supp .d carrying'
breaking into shops and trampling the hedges of kitchen gardens an

away whatever they found. This naturally led to many clashes between the
troops and local population.

The Syrian soldiers in the French army, no longer able to obey thhera:;l’;
of their officers or tolerate their oppressive actions, began to desert th elr‘fencb
sons with their arms. This too gave rise to skirmishes between the

soldiers pursuing the deserters and the mobs protecting them. Thus, the entire
country became a battlefield.

The commander-in-chief of the French troops (Olivat-Roger) though; t:::
could quell the resistance movements by a show of force. So he ordberean .
Syrian capital to be bombed. The bombardment of Damascus.. which beg ol
6 o'clock in the evening of May 29, 1945, continued day and night for more

36 hours. Cannons set up alongside of Mezze dominated the city. Aan(:?r';?.
flew overhead. Tanks drove through the streets throwing shells in all di
tions.

Properties damage was considerable and thousands of civilians of all
ages were wounded or killed.

Parliament was the most important object of the attack. Olivat-Roger kn::
that it was scheduled to meet that day at 5 o'clock in the afternoon. By b
sieging and bombarding the building at 6 o’clock he hoped to “trap” in one

swoop all the deputies and most of the ministers. But as of that morning, the
President of Parliament reached a new decision after

consulting with the govern
ment and the deputies. The deliberations of Parliament under the existing
conditions would be of litt

le value. It was preferable for the deputies to go 0
their respective districts to strength

en morale and organize resistance. Thatt
is why at the time Parliament was besieged and bombarded, no one was presen
except the watchmen. The French soldiers savagely murdered them and looted
all the offices with an indescribable barbarism.
The bombardm

ent of Damascus was halted thanks to the intervention of
Great Britain in the name of the Allied forces.
of violence against

an open city would prejudice
the occupation of D
communicated this decisi

on to General de Gaulle, requesting him to order his
troops to stop what they were doing and return to their barracks. De Gaulle did
S0 immediately.

These events were followed b

Yy a series of negotiations between France and
g:‘:mz:iw;ﬁ On one hand, and between the latter and Syria and Lebanon, on

€ matter was also brought up in the Security Council of the United
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Nations and elsewhere. The negotiations proved fruitful in 1946 when it was
agreed that the French and British troops would evacuate Syria and Lebanon
simultaneously after a date decided in advance. Syria was evacuated on April 17,
1946 and it was decided that this day should be a national holiday.

* % %

Meanwhile, Arab nationalism had been making considerable progress and a
“League of Arab States” came into being. Syria was the most fervent disciple
of nationalism. That is why she wanted this occasion to be a Pan-Arab cele-
bration. She asked each state that had signed the pact of the League to send
a military detachment to Damascus to participate in the general parade. All the
states did so. On April 17, 1946 these detachments marched down the Barada—
Jordanians, Iragis, Lebanese, Saudi Arabians, and Egyptians—with their flags,
The crowds, drunk with joy, applauded frantically.

That day Syria became completely independent without being bound by any
treaty calculated to diminish in any way her independence in any way or oblige
her to permit a foreign power to establish and maintain military bases on her
territory. This made the celebration of the “Day of the Evacuation” particularly
important. It intensified the joy and deepened the enthusiasm of those present.
Many of them recalling the “Day of Maysaliin” could rightly say:

“Maysaliin is avenged!”
Geneva, July 24, 1964
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Preface to the Arabic Edition

The day of Maysaliin(1) is one of the most important days in the modem

history of the Arabs, for the first Arab Government established in Syria since
the World War collapsed on that day.

This Government was extremely short-lived because the mterval betm
its formation following the entrance into Damascus of the armies _or uixe -
Revolt, and its termination by the French military occupation of this city, e
less than two years: October 1, 1918 to July 24, 1920. Less than five mon

elapsed from the date of the official proclamation of independence to its final
collapse: March 8 to July 24, 1920.

Despite its transiency, however, this Government possessed a unique bg?t:
ness and splendor in that it was the offspring of the Arab Revolt and the ol
of its hopes. It was a modern Arab Government in every sense o( the term,
conscious of its Arabism, working unceasingly for Arab nationalism, and lfPF"
ciating to the utmost the requirements of contemporary life. The efforts o c]:t:
gressive and thinking Arabs were directed toward the establishment of su

government, and upon it they focused their hopes and desires after manry :::b
turies of decadence and submission had followed the “glorious age o
independence.”

The Day of Maysaliin witnessed the extinction of this ephemeral government
as the result of a sly mili

tary attack launched after a protracted series of politi-
cal maneuvers and strategems.

We do not exaggerate when we say that this day was a turning point in the
history of the Arab cause

- The first chapter ended and a new one began. On
this day the regular army that had been organized during the Arab Revolt ':l'
broken up. Thereafter the leaders of the Revolt and the protagonists of national
ism scattered in all direc

tions and entered into a new life of struggle, arduous
and ramified, which in various res

pects differed significantly from what had
prevailed during the preceding phase

“l"l‘hus. We are completely justified in descri
o

bing the Day of Maysalin as oné
€ most momentous days in the modern his

tory of the Arabs.
#H48

events of the Day of Maysalin lll"‘t
or published until now. The mos

the truth
The principal reason for this in my opinion, lies in the ve of the
. ' ry nature
circumstances obtaining on that d its final
pages. Owing to the ay and the many surprises found on

great speed and
events just prior to Ma

many complications characterizing the
ysaliin, it has pr -

oved very difficult for most observers t0



ascertain the complete details. After the battle, moreover, a good many of
these men were dispersed throughout the Arab World and began a new and violent
struggle which diverted them from thinking about assembling the relevant docu-
ments and publishing a report so that the people could learn the facts.

Fate decreed that at that time I should be in the center of the stage, a privi-
leged position from which I could witness all the events at close range. This
was due to my having been a member of the Council of Directors which functioned
as a cabinet from its formation until the proclamation of independence, a minister
in the first cabinet constituted after independence, and a minister in the second
government that followed and remained in power until the Day of Maysalun.
Thus, I was able to obtain first hand information from the inception of the case
until its end.

Furthermore, the last government had entrusted me with the responsibility
for negotiating with General Gouraud after the advance of his forces toward the
approaches of Maysalin. Consequently, I was in a position to learn more of the
details concerning the last page than any other person.

Finally, I accompanied King Faisal to Europe after his departure from Syria
on the day after Maysalin. This afforded me an excellent opportunity to make
an intensive study of the various documents related to the case, both official
and unofficial.

King Faisal asked me at that time to procure the services of a specialist in
international law in Rome who, on the basis of the data and documents I was to
furnish him, would make a comprehensive, formal deposition on the Syrian case
in general and the French injustice on the Day of Maysaliin in particular. The
King turned the papers and documents in his possession over to me. I then
spent a month examining the pertinent items and wrote up a full account of the
conversations and arguments between General Gouraud and myself before the
Day of Maysaliin. After that I set down with meticulous care my recollections
of the events that took place both on the days preceding the Battle of Maysaliin
and on those following it.

The memoirs now before the reader date back to that period, or about a quar-
ter of a century ago.

#a#

The force of circumstances led King Faisal subsequently to turn his gaze
toward Iraq and to continue his efforts for the Arab people in another arena. He
considered it sound policy, after he had ascended the throne of Iraq, not to
interfere openly in Syrian affairs before the situation in Iraq stabilized. Thus,
he did not issue the formal report prepared in Rome and refrained from discussing
Syrian questions for almost twenty years.

As for myself, fate decreed that I too was to go to Iraq with King Faisal. I
was asked to lay a new foundation for the country's educational system, a diffi-
cult task that absorbed all my time and prevented me from publishing the mass of
notes I had accumulated.

#an

But now. . . . . owing to the chance of my being in Damascus on the 25th
anniversary of the Day of Maysaliin, where I have witnessed new bloody events
which will inevitably lead to the end of the ill-omened era that began with the
Day of Maysaliin. . . . . I consider it my duty to publish these memoirs.

I have felt it necessary to include a long introduction reviewing in summary
form certain historical and diplomatic events, since these are indispensable for
an understanding of Maysaliin and the basic factors involved. Maysalun is not
an isolated phenomenon; it represents only one page in the Syrian case. The
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Syrian case itself does not stand alone, being part of the Arab case, which in
turn is closely related to the Eastern question. Similarly, these are connected
with and complicated by many other cases. Hence it is impossible to under-
stand one without studying many others which at first glance might seem remote

and unrelated to it. The history of the Arab East is full of events testifying
to this truth.

For example, the rivalry between France and England over Egypt reached
a climax after the French campaign that led to Fashoda; and it did not end until

an agreement involving a compromise over Morocco was concluded between these
two governments.

The dispute between Russia and France over the Holy Places in some parts
of Arab Asia ended only after a war had broken out in Europe on the banks of

the Danube and the shores of the Black Sea, and after a conference in Paris
attended by many states.

The dispute between France and England on Syrian policy after World War I
was settled only by a compromise affecting Mosul and its oil.

These facts were apparently unknown to most of those who wrote about Arab
affairs in general and the history of Maysaliin in particular. In order to compen-
sate for this defect, I deemed it necessary to preface my memoirs with a review
of the events that culminated in the Day of Maysalin. My book therefore is
divided into two parts: (1) an analysis of the preliminaries, and (2) a description
of the actual events. I have added an appendix containing the documents bear-
ing on the most important events detailed in the second part. In the first part
I have summarized what I learned from books and periodicals; in the second I
have presented what I myself saw and recorded during the actual events.

Damascus, Syria July 1945
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PART 1

PRELIMINARY FACTORS
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Foreword

FRENCH ASPIRATIONS IN SYRIA

The history of French aspirations in Syria is a long one that dates back to
the Crusades. The French are accustomed to look upon these wars as an
achievement of their “great ancestors” and to regard the Latin Kingdoms which
emerged here and there on Syrian soil during those wars as a part of their
“glorious history.” Naturally, therefore, they have developed an inclination to
complete the work of those wars and to restore the ancient kingdoms.

This inclination made the French set themselves up as protectors of the
Christians in the East in anticipation of exploiting them some day as a pretext
for the seizure of Syria. France was impelled to multiply missions and found
various religious and educational institutions throughout the Near East in general
and the Arab East in particular. She continued to follow this policy with the
utmost zeal even after the decision was made to separate religion and state
and to make education secular; even after the clergy had been oppressed, its
property confiscated, and an interdiction placed upon its engaging in education
within France proper. She thus pursued a dual policy: to combat the clergy
inside the country and to protect it outside, in accordance with Gambetta's
famous dictum that “hostility to the clergy is not a product suitable for export.”

LR

Strangely enough, the new imperialism pursued by France along the Medi-
terranean coast since 1830 has added to the ancient basic factor a new one
that supports it in action and effect, although contradicting it in principle and
essence. France subsequently sought to spread her influence over broad areas
of Islamic territory and gradually to gain control over Algeria, Tunis, and Mor-
occo. Thus, she has come to regard herself as the possessor of an “Islamic
Empire” on the shores of North Africa. She naturally aims at ruling Syria too in
the same new capacity in order to expand this “Islamic Empire,” so her leaders
explain, and consolidate the hold on Moslems by dominating the most important
Islamic centers in Syria. Driven by the requirements of her “Christian policy”
on one hand and by those of her “Islamic policy” on the other, France has
become generally more concerned about Syria than any other nation and more
eager to possess this country.

We are not exaggerating when we say that she began to view herself as the
“legal heir” of the Ottoman Empire in Syria, that empire which for some time
was deemed to be “fatally sick.” Moreover, France had for many years been
longing to include Egypt as well within her sphere of influence and control.
She was recently compelled, however, to relinquish these hopes once and for
all. This fact, we may say, increased the tenacity with which she still clings
to her dreams of mastering Syria.

#an

Such desires inevitably brought France into collision with two serious
obstacles: one, international rivalry; the other, Arab resistance. To the first
France undoubtedly attached the fullest significance, for she exerted every
effort and withheld no sacrifice to surmount it. Indeed, she inflicted the blow
at Maysaliin only after obtaining by negotiation guarantees of non-interference
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by any other government in her plans for Syria. As for the second obstacle,
France never gave it the proper weight. On the contrary, she always minimized
it. She imagined that the blow at Maysaliin would crush Arab resistance beyond
repair. It never occurred to her that this resistance would mount after Maysalin
day by day until it drove France out of Syria completely.

If the Battle of Maysaluin may be regarded as the last chapter in the story
of “the international rivalry that raged over Syria,” then by the same token it is
the first chapter of the epic of the “national resistance movement in Syria
directed against the French." The chapters in this epic have continued to
unfold uninterruptedly after Maysalin. They will not cease until the task is
ended and French forces are evacuated from every part of the country, even

though more than a quarter of a century may elapse after the treacherous blow at
Maysalun.



THE INTERNATIONAL STRUGGLE FOR THE ARAB LANDS

Affairs in the Arab lands during the past century and the first two decades
of the present century were treated by the European powers as a part of the
“Eastern Question,” i.e., the problem of “dividing up the territory belonging to
the Ottoman Empire.” The reason was that the largest and most important
sections of the Arab lands had for many centuries been officially included
within the borders of the Ottoman Empire which managed to extend its influence
and control, actual or nominal, over all Arab Africa, except Morocco, and all
portions of Arab Asia, except the heart of Arabia and Hadramaut. It was natural
therefore in international relations for Arab affairs to be considered part of the
Eastern Question.

There is no doubt that in the 18th century the Ottoman Empire entered a
period of decline and disintegration which became particularly manifest during
the 19th century. It was able to survive only by virtue of the struggle among
the powers over how it was to be partitioned. This struggle was violent and
complex, for most of the sections of the Ottoman Empire were coveted by several
countries simultaneously. All the great powers had their eyes on certain areas
where they strove to strengthen their influence preparatory to taking the neces-
sary measures for seizure. Each power, of course, attempted to prevent the
extension of its rivals influence not only in the places and regions it desired
for itself, but in other places and regions as well, since it preferred in principle
that these areas remain under the administration of the weak Ottoman Empire
rather than fall into the hands of some strong European government. Thus, each
greedy country bided its time, waiting to ambush the others.

There is hardly any need to add that the inevitable result of these inter-
national rivalries was a long preservation of the status quo. Indeed the phrase
“preservation of the status quo” was initially an expression of the implied policy
which all were obliged to honor, owing to the nature and pressure of circum-
stances, without negotiation, dispute, or treaty. After the Crimean War, how-
ever, the term became a principle of international diplomacy to which all the
great powers gave clear and formal assent since preservation of the integrity of
the Ottoman Empire was one of the most important provisions of the famous
Treaty of Paris.

It goes without saying that the powers did not accept this policy from a
desire to keep the Ottoman Empire intact, but rather from the fear that a conflict
among themselves would gravely harm them all. They agreed to the status quo
?n order to await a favorable opportunity to realize their desires without risk,
1.e. through negotiation and bargaining.

Thus, after the Treaty of Paris the powers began to deal with each other
on the basis of “parallel compensation.” It is no exaggeration to say that the
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history of the Eastern Question developed into an endless process of haggling.
The Arab lands belonging to the Ottoman Empire were among the most precious
goods involved in the trading. We are fully justified, therefore, in swiftly re.

viewing the most important stages through which this international rivalry
passed.



BEFORE THE WORLD WAR

The first action to disturb the status quo in the Arab portions of the Ottoman
Empire occurred at the end of the 18th century, when the French under Napoleon
Bonaparte invaded the Levant. Egypt was easily taken and the campaign swept
over the Sinai Desert to Syria, halting at the walls of Acre. The English saw in
this a dangerous threat to their interests and to the future of their colonies.
They responded by giving active aid to the Ottomans. France's fleet was
destroyed at Abukir and a blockade imposed upon Egypt, which lasted until the
country was evacuated. The French remained in Egypt from 1798 to 1802, i.e.
only three years and three months. This enforced departure did not cause France
to renounce the idea of occupying Egypt, as was proved by Napoleon's remark
to the British representative during the Consulate, which he uttered less than a
year after the evacuation: “Egypt will return to us sooner or later, either by
dissolution of the Ottoman Empire or in agreement with it.”

Napoleon's dictum subsequently became a principle ef French diplomacy,
remaining in force for almost a hundred years. France removed Egypt from her
“zone of desires” only at the beginning of the present century when she was
given a free hand in Morocco by the Anglo-French Entente of 1904.

#an

France inflicted a new blow on the Arab lands scarcely three decades after
she had withdrawn her armies from Egypt. A powerful military expedition was
dispatched to Algeria in 1830 which experienced no trouble in taking Algiers and
destroying the local government. The people, however, put up stiff resistance
as soon as the invaders advanced into the interior. This resistance mounted
when Emir Abd al-Qadir took command. The French required fifteen years of
mighty effort involving wars, various forms of repression, and the most repulsive
atrocities before they were able to gain full control.

France's activities in Algeria did not encounter any international difficulties
owing to the fact that England, which was the only power in a position to vie
with her, found nothing in the situation to impair her interests or to hinder her
domination of the Mediterranean; for she had occupied Malta, obtaining thereby
an important naval base in the middle of this sea.

France's policy of severe repression, designed to crush Algerian resistance
and extend her sway over the country, produced a sharp, negative effect upon
European public opinion in general and upon English public opinion in particular.
The ensuing resentment stirred up a stormy press campaign against the French,
but this essentially literary criticism proved useless in preventing them from
gaining control of all Algeria without foreign opposition. Thereupon they began
preparations to use Algeria as a means of expanding both toward Tunis on the
east and toward Fez on the west. However, it required half a century after the
Algerian blow before they could actively undertake to implement this policy.

#an

While France was engaged in the Algerian campaign, Mohammed Ali Pasha,
Viceroy of Egypt at that time, rose up against the Ottoman Empire. Although
the rebellion at first seemed to be a purely internal affair and of concern to none
but the Turks, it soon developed into a far-flung movement that threatened the
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very foundations of the Empire. Consequently, there were international reper-
cussions and sharp disagreements. The Eastern Question reached a critical
stage when the military campaign against Syria organized by Mohammed Ali
under the command of his son Ibrihim Pasha resulted in the easy conquest of
the country beyond the Taurus Mts. and penetrated into the heart of Anatolia up
to the city of Kutahia. There was no Ottoman army in the field capable of
blocking the march on the capital of the Empire and its capture.

France applauded Mohammed Ali's movement and energetically supported it
with all the resources at her command. The Russians who sought to benefit
from these events by offering to help check the advancing armies in return for
certain concessions succeeded in inducing the Turks to conclude the famous
treaty of Unkiar Skelessi. England was alarmed by the behavior of both coun-
tries and considered it advantageous to back the Ottoman Empire against
Mohammed Ali. She worked to transform the Egyptian case into a European
case and thus prevent any one of the great powers from exploiting the situation
wholly in its own interests.

The above mentioned crisis, as is known, lasted almost ten years during
which time French and British policies violently clashed. The British triumphed
in the end because they were persistent in the use of a host of devices until
they succeeded in forcing Mohammed Ali to retreat first from Anatolia, then
from Syria, and ultimately to content himself with Egypt alone.

HH#H

The invasion of Syria by Mohammed Ali Pasha's troops during the course of
his revolt against the Ottoman Empire as well as the ensuing local insurrections
and externally-inspired agitation affected the area profoundly. France favored
Mohammed Ali and set up a strong propaganda in his behalf against the Otto-
mans, while England, which supported the Porte, did the same for the Ottomans
against the Pasha. French propaganda and intrigues naturally found their most
fertile field among the Maronites, just as the English scored their greatest
successes among the Druzes. Hence, the Maronites became Mohammed Ali's
champions from the beginning of his rebellion, whereas the Druzes opposed him.
The struggle between France and England was transplanted to the local scene
in the form of Druze-Maronite rivalry, an ancient source of bitterness, now
sharply intensified by this new factor. After the withdrawal of the Egyptian

troops, Mt. Leba_non became the scene of distressing events and a bone of inter-
national contention.

The crisis which thus arose in Lebanon endured f
or almost twenty years, as
1‘311818‘11(::l tried to prevent the French from resolving it unilaterally. She finally
managed to have Lebanon placed under international control shared by herself,

France, Russia, Prussia, and Austria At th ' '

' ' . e height of the tension in 1860
representatives of these countries met in Pari agr 1t
' Syria. They secured the & s and eed to send an expedition

pproval of the Ottomans whom they desired to give

aid in
yrinks edoril:'m?n :ht:.engthen law and order. The duration of the action was not to

Franc i
naval .up;oera';;"}“ the army and the other four powers organized the necessary

orces. The consuls of all the d
i governments concerned conferre
eirut and prepared the draft of a special constitution for the administration

of Lebanon. After approval by all the powers in 1361, it was forthwith declared

operative. Leban
“independent disu‘::;-ms treated in accordance with this constitution as an

i enjoying local autonomy administered by a Christian
ey T L i S e (e 02
Empire's participation therein. of the first World War and the Ottoman
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During the Lebanese crisis another issue arose which, although intrinsically
less consequential, nevertheless became much more dangerous because of the
resultant international complications.

I am referring to the affair of the Holy Places. Servicing these places in
Jerusalem and Bethlehem is regarded as one of the most important functions of
the local Christian sects. Hence, the Catholic and Orthodox monks used to
engaged in sharp and often violent disputes over the various areas in which
these places were located. France arrogated to herself the right to protect the
Catholics, while the Russians did the same for the Orthodox. Both Governments
would demand of the Ottomans certain privileges for their respective sects and
protest the favoritism shown to their rivals.

The tension became particularly acute during the middle of the 19th century
because Russia began actively to threaten the Ottoman Empire at the same time
that England joined France in urging the Sublime Porte to reject the Russian
demands. The dispute grew in intensity day by day until it culminated in a
bloody war fought not in the Holy Land or any other Arab territory, but in Europe
along the Danube River and the shores of the Black Sea. The cause was Eng-
land's exploitation of the quarrel over the Holy Places as a means of halting
the penetration of Russian influence in the Near East and, particularly, of pre-
venting the Czarist fleet from dominating the Black Sea. She was able to
mobilize considerable international military support for the “protection of the
Ottoman Empire against Russian aggression.”

The Crimean War ended in victory for the Allied armies and in the convening
of a peace conference in Paris in 1856. The treaty concluded at this conference
was based on the principle of “maintaining the integrity of the territory of the
Ottoman Empire”. Thus, the situation of the Arab portions of the Ottoman
Empire remained in status quo.

##

France was extremely eager to keep Egypt and Syria just as they were before
these events. So much so that when invited to the Berlin Conference after the
Russo-Turkish War, she refused to attend until she obtained from England a
firm promise that items concerning Egypt, Syria, and the Holy Land would be
excluded from the agenda.

However, scarcely five years later, in 1881, France inflicted another military
blow against Arab territory by occupying Tunis and provoked a severe inter-
national crisis in the process. Italy, which had been anxious for a long time
to seize and colonize Tunis, was enraged by this action but too weak to offer
any effective opposition. Consequently, she threw herself into the arms of
Germany and Austria, despite the dispute between the latter and herselfl over
certain European regions, with the result that the Austro-German Alliance was
expanded into the Triple Alliance.

England saw no purpose in exerting herself to thwart France in this matter
because she was in the midst of preparations for the invasion of Egypt. Perhaps
deep down she was happy over the Tunisian affair, for less than a year after
France's embroilment she was in possession of Egypt.

Since the French at that time still regarded Egypt as belonging to their zone
of influence, they were very upset at the action of the English. They protested
sharply but futilely because the crisis engendered by the occupation of Tunis
was not yet resolved. Moreover, the subsequent inclusion of Italy in the ranks
of Germany and Austria doubled the German danger to France. In an attempt to
calm the storm, England issued a statement explaining that the occupation of
Egypt was a temporary measure designed to guarantee the security of the area
and that her troops would be withdrawn once this was achieved. She then re-
sorted to a variety of pretexts aimed at nullifying the effect of this declaration
and pledge so as to prolong the occupation.
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England was tireless in maintaining this position because she had ample
scope for negotiation and bargaining in North Africa; for Tripoli, the object of
Italy’'s desire, was still Ottoman, while Morocco, over which France was striving
to spread her influence, remained independent and weak. Hence, it was possible

to come to a settlement with the two powers through yielding the aforementioned
regions by negotiation.

England experienced little difficulty in swiftly concluding the secret Italian
Treaty of 1887 wherein it was stated that “if anything should arise to disturb the
status quo along the Mediterranean, England would permit Italy freedom of action
in Tripoli; in return, Italy would recognize England's freedom of action in
Egypt.” On the other hand, there were serious crises requiring protracted
negotiation before England and France managed to reach an agreement allowing
each other freedom of action in Egypt and Morocco respectively. France and
Spain too had to do some hard bargaining over Morocco. Because of her geo-
graphic position Spain aspired to the northern part of Morocco and could be
satisfied only by the offer of a sphere of influence there. The negotiations
terminated in a treaty signed by the two countries in 1902.

Although England gave France and Spain a free hand in Morocco, she ex-
cluded the city of Tangiers and its port in view of their strategic location oppo-
site the Strait of Gibraltar. She insisted on entrusting the administration of

this city and port to an international commission of which she was to be one of
the members.

Thus, it seemed to France that there was no obstacle remaining in the way
of her occupation of Morocco at a convenient time. However, it was not long
after the conclusion of these treaties that France was surprised by Germany's
coming onto the Moroccan scene. The result was a dangerous international
crisis, which France likewise managed to resolve by bargaining. She gave
Germany her colonies in the French Congo in return for freedom of action in
Morocco. The Franco-German settlement of 1911 was the last of the treaties
reconciling the rivalries of the European powers for Arab Africa.

The struggle between France and England for Egypt, which began at the

end of the 18th century and continued throughout the 20th, was naturally much
broader in scope, since it included first the Red Sea and the Bab el Mandeb and

then spread to the shores of the Arabian P Strait of Ormuz
the Gulf of Basra. When Napol eninsula up to the Strait o

eon Bonaparte invaded Egypt in 1798, his inten
;::; was to use the country as a base for far-flung militﬁ)? operations—asa“‘"
: a. ofThetefae. the English did not content themselves with frustrating the
::l:n:l the French in Egypt alone, but they strove to eliminate their influence
o o(;ng the u:inbun coasts because this region was important in securing the
it Ot:ml cations with India and the Far East. For the same reason they
Sy greatly concerned whenever there occurred a crisis in Egypt that threat-
strengthen France's influence there or diminish their own.
England’s Arabian coast

policy had these two objectives: (1) to curb piracy
:get;'de:n ;0(;1)18::0 the safety of navigation and comﬁ‘:etce in tlfe)seas adjoining
trom'doing 5 .extend her influence to the coasts and prevent another power
concluding agresr, ' 31Y part thereof. England implemented this policy b

agreements and alliances with the sheikhs, chieftains, and sultan®

wtolding wer
bribes, t.hrp:ns m?';::: various portions of the littoral, either by means of

sheikhs and emirs. ure, or by exploiting the disputes that arose among the

The fir
798, le.e. 3,“,2; ;::rm‘:‘:gxmnu was signed with the Sultan of Muscat 10
this agreement, the Sultan pledgodl::wl“"‘ invaded Egypt. In accordance with
tory under his contro] -

elf to expel all the French from the terri
The English then conep e " England

e.
luded an agreemen was in a state of war with Fran¢

t with the sheikh of the Qawasim i



1804 and a general agreement with eight sheikhs in 1820. They equipped mili-
tary forces to subdue the Qawdsim first in 1805, again in 1809, and findlly in
1819. However, no attempt was made to occupy in permanent form any part of
the Arabian Peninsula until 1839 when, just prior to the termination of the
Egyptian crisis, she invaded Aden and turned it into a coaling station and harbor.

The occupation of Aden infuriated the French and provoked them to land
troops at Cape Sheikh Sa €id located opposite the island of Perim. The English
retaliated by landing troops on Perim itself. France was thus compelled to
alter her plan and offer a proposal advocating the neutrality of the land and sea
routes to India, with all nations assured free and equal access to them. England
did not agree and Anglo-French competition in this arena lasted over half a
century.

In 1854 when the French obtained a concession from the Khedive of Egypt
Sa €id Pasha to dig the Suez Canal, the English signed a new treaty with the
Sultan of Muscat whereby they occupied the Kuria and Muria Islands which dom-
inates the Bab el Mandeb. France was again angered and responded by ordering
a naval demonstration in those waters. The English countered with the final
occupation of Perim (1858).

After this both sides thought it best to refrain from intensifying the bitter-
ness, so they agreed to a joint declaration in which they pledged themselves to
maintain the independence of the Sultan of Muscat (1862). But throughout the
excavation of the Suez Canal, and particularly when it was opened in 1869,
England felt that her interests in India would be in jeopardy as long as the
Canal remained in the hands of a French company in a country loyal to France.
To avert the danger, two long series of maneuvers were set in motion: (1) great
efforts to strengthen the English position at the approaches to the Mediterranean
Sea and the Arabian coasts by widening the occupation zone of Aden and extend-
ing protection to the adjacent regions, occupying Zeilah and Berbera on the
western shore of the Red Sea, signing treaties with the emirs on the Arabian
side and bringing them one by one under her wing until all Hadramaut, Qatar,
Oman, Bahrein, and Kuweit were included; and (2) attempts to gain control of
the Suez Canal itself, first through the purchase of the Egyptian Government's
shares (1875), then by the occupation of Egypt (1882), thus ensuring complete
mastery over the routes leading to India.

France did not reconcile herself to the fait accompli and actively opposed
it. Toward the end of the 19th century she aggravated the problem by sending a
military expedition to the southern Sudan via the Sahara which raised the tri-
color over Fashoda (1898). At the same time she won a concession from the
Sultan of Muscat to set up a coaling station in Oman. England reacted violently,
demanding that the French withdraw their forces from Fashoda and that the
Sultan annul the concession he had granted them.

Relations between the two countries entered into a bitter phase with the
backing down of the French before the hardened determination of the English.
But soon both felt the need of mutual understanding on all these questions and
the resultant Convention of 1904 not only resolved Egyptian and Moroccan prob-
lems, but simultaneously ended the rivalry of the two powers on the Arabian
Coasts as well.

LR

The situation in Arab Asia following the above-mentioned Convention did not
create any difficulty between France and England, as it had done during the last
century. The reason for the lack of conflict of interests here is that France
focused her desires wholly on Syria, whereas England's policy in this area
concentrated on gaining a mastery over the Arabian Coasts, especially the Gulfs
of Agaba and Basra.



An incentive to mutual understanding in the Near East was the thregt to both
powers posed by the spread of German influence in the Ottoman Empire. Ge‘r-
many obtained a concession from the Porte to extex_ld the Haidar Pasha Kpnxa
Railroad to Bagdad via Aleppo and Mosul. In addition, she sought to continue
this line on to Basra with branches from Aleppo to Iskenderun and from Aleppo

to Meskeneh. The result was a sharp clash with both English and French influ-
ence and aspirations.

As soon as the English sensed the danger, they hastened to include Kuweit
in their defenses in an attempt to block the German route to India. At the same
time they lodged a strong protest with the Turks and insisted that the German
concession be restricted to the city of Baghdad, showing thereby a keen deter-
mination to make southern Iraq their exclusive sphere of influence. France
backed the English by giving the Porte to understand that she too opposed grant-

ing the Germans a concession to extend the railroad lines from Aleppo to Isken-
derun and Meskeneh.

The situation in Arab Asia remained relatively stable until the outbreak of
the “constitutional revolution” (i.e. the Young Turk revolution) in the Ottprr_nan
Empire. This revolution, which took place in 1908, wiped out the Hamidian
tyranny and restored representative government to the Empire. It brough} the
Eastern Question into a new phase with dramatic suddenness, greatly bew11de}'-
ing statesmen all over Europe and upsetting their plans. The movement was 1n
the nature of a fever that might save “the sick man” from death and quickly
restore his health and energy. If successful it would deprive the great powers

of their familiar techniques of influencing the Ottoman Empire and excuses for
meddling in its internal affairs.

While the revolution aroused appreciation and admiration in certain circles
and countries, it was viewed with fear and caution in diplomatic quarters and
most countries. Some countries felt impelled to rush to solve the problems

connected with the Ottoman Empire before the opportunity for effective action
disappeared.

Austria had occupied Bosnia and Herzegovina since the Treaty of Berlin
and was administering the provinces directly, although they were not formally
annexed to the Empire. Fearing that difficulties would arise which might lead
to the booty slipping from her hands, Austria was naturally eager to settle the
case officially by legalizing the seizure.

Bulgaria behaved in like fashion.
as though it were completely independ
still under Ottoman suzerainty. Since
hastened to proclaim its independence
found a favorable opportunity to reorga

This is exactly what happened. During the first year of the revolution
Austria officially announced the annex

: : ation of Bosnia and Herzegovina to the
Empire while Bulgaria proclaimed her complete secession from Turkey. These
events were a hard blow to the new revolution and had serious effects throughout
the Empire. Moreover, the annexation of Bosnia and Herzegovina to Austria had
an even more violent impact upon the Slavie world in general and the Serbs in
particular because these provinces we

This country had been handling its affairs
ent, despite the fact that it was nominally
it dreaded a change in status, it naturally
officially before the Turkish Government
nize and regain its strength.

Some people of the new regime

managed to find consolation in the fact that these events merely legitimized

Situations of long standing.

Empire when, relyi s with
Prance and England on oy ying on secret agreement

) ; Wwith Austria and Germany on the other,
she quickly occupied Tripoli in 1911. She was able to gain c};ntrol over the

26



center of the province and some of the coastal cities without difficulty, but
encountered stiff resistance elsewhere. The Italians began naval warfare in
order to drive the Turks from Tripoli. Then they besieged the coasts and in-
vaded the Dodecanese Islands. All sea communications within the Empire,
particularly between the Asiatic and European sections, were severed.

Precisely at this critical juncture of the Italo-Turkish war the Balkan states
decided to exploit the opportunity to realize their own aims. Concerting among
themselves, they declared war on Turkey and in a very short time seized all the
Ottoman territory in Europe.

These events succeeded one another with great speed over a period of four
years and plunged the Eastern Question into its severest and most complicated
crisis. The policy of preserving the status quo was totally destroyed and along
with it many of the disputes and tensions that had been accumulating for many
years. The Eastern Question in most of its aspects was settled with a swiftness
that has few parallels in history.

#H#

While this political tempest was raging, France, of course, was not slow to
appear on the diplomatic stage to raise her voice on the Syrian case and openly
reveal her ambitions. She anticipated England in the matter and approached the
Turkish Government with the request that it both guarantee her interests in
Syria and enlarge the area of self-rule in Lebanon. She considered it advan-
tageous to state her position publicly and in forthright manner in order ta confirm
the rights and interests she arrogated to herself there.

Poincaré who was the French Premier and Minister of Foreign Affairs at that
time used all his genius in this connection. After he discussed it with England
through the French Ambassador in London and sent his demands to the Porte
through his Ambassador in Istanbul, he delivered two long speeches on French
foreign policy, with reference primarily to Syria, one before the Chamber of
Deputies, the other before the Senate. He opened his remarks to the Chamber
of Deputies on December 21, 1912 as follows:

“Events in the Balkans created a number of difficult and complex problems
which Europe had been well aware of for some time, but for several reasons
preferred to postpone rather than to solve. The traditional policy of our Govern-
ment rested on the principle of the integrity of the Ottoman Empire. Maintenance
of the status quo helped avoid or defer possibilities pregnant with unknown con-
sequences. We were living, therefore, in a provisional state that we had almost
grown accustomed to consider as permanent.”

After reviewing Balkan affairs and Franco-Prussian relations, Poincaré
turned to relations with England:

“Our relations with England have never been more trusting or closer than
they are today. A segment of French public opinion has for some time been
afraid that the British Government would under certain circumstances pursue a
policy in conflict with ours and injurious to our interests. But Sir Edward Grey
spontaneously declared that these fears are absolutely groundless and that he
is as sincerely concerned as we are with maintaining the friendly accord now
existing between France and Britain.” (Au Service de la France V, p. 404).

Poincaré then went on to discuss the case of Syria. He referred to France's
efforts on her behalf and concluded his remarks by saying:

“We are determined to defend unflaggingly our rights and interests. We are
resolved to maintain the great traditions of France in the East. Above all, we

will do everything necessary to safeguard that holy, intangible thing—our na-
tional honor. "
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Before the Senate, however, Poincaré's language was franker and more
explicit:

“The Eastern Question, which for many centuries has been a dreadful enigma
to us and which has entered into a new phase despite our efforts, will now be
solved in a way that greatly comports with French views.”

He then discussed the Ottoman Empire and after declaring that "it would
lose its European territory, but would retain an extensive empire in Asia” he
offered some advice on how its internal affairs could be reformed:

“I do not need to say that we have traditional interests in Syria and Lebanon
in particular and that we are resolved to do everything to respect them. It gives
me great joy and satisfaction to add that those people who are under the impres-
sion that there is a difference of opinion between the English and ourselves on
the subject are wrong. The British Government have told us in all sincerity and
friendliness that they do not intend to do anything in this area where they have
no political or other ambition of any kind whatever. For our part, we are fully
determined to maintain the integrity of the Ottoman Empire in Asia. but will not
abandon any of our sentiments or relinquish a single one of our interests regard:
less of the dangers to which it may be exposed.”

These candid statements definitely proved that France which was tied to
Russia by an alliance and to England by a treaty of friendship had obtained from

both powers firm pledges that they would not oppose her Syrian policy and would
give her a free hand in this part of Arab Asia.

After this clear and open declaration France began to press Turkey to work
out a speedy solution of the problems which would enable her to strengthen her
position in Syria and make the country a privileged place in every sense of the
term; The negotiations then undertaken by France and the Porte apparently
didn't go forward too quickly. Nevertheless, they were eventually concluded t0
France's satisfaction just before the outbreak of the World War.

Poincaré referred in several places in his memoirs to the agreements fash

ioned in 1914. He stated that they finally demarcated the borders between the
French and German zones of influence. 4 )



DURING THE WORLD WAR

At the outbreak of the war international policy vis-a-vis Arab Asia had
reached a point of relative equilibrium. German influence was limited to the
railroad route for the extension of which a concession had been obtained. Brit-
ain's influence and ambitions were confined to southern Iraq, France's to Syria.
Russia's zone was far from Arab territory and restricted to the Straits and the
eastern provinces. She was concerned only with keeping Jerusalem and the
Holy Places neutral under international supervision.

France was the frankest of all in her intentions and the boldest in ambitions
because, as proclaimed for years in the Parliament and through the Premier and
Minister of Foreign Affairs whom we quoted above, she had a privileged position
and special interests in Syria and Lebanon. Both of these she was determined
to defend for the sake of the glory and holy honor of France.

#HH

Turkey's entrance into the war on the side of Germany and Austria against
Russia, France, and England gave the Allies an opportunity to realize their
aspirations in the Ottoman Empire in general and in the Arab portions in particu-
lar. France regarded it as a precious opening not only to gain what she wanted
in Syria, but to reach out to the north as well. The reason is that in various
treaties she agreed to limit her zone of influence to Aleppo in order to avoid a
conflict with Germany which had obtained a concession to extend the railroad
to Aleppo, then to Mosul and Baghdad. Since Germany had declared war on the
Allies, France was naturally no longer satisfied with her previous aims, but
sought to push them beyond the treaty-defined line to encompass all Cilicia,
then northern Iraq, and finally the heart of Anatolia. She began negotiations
with the Russian and British Governments with a view to broadening the existing
treaties accordingly.

England interposed no objections in principle, although she felt that enlarge-
ment of the French zone in this fashion would actually authorize France to
stretch her zone from the Sinai frontiers along the Palestinian Coast at least as
far as Haifa. The English also spoke about the necessity of conciliating the
g.rabs by granting them in inner Syria different treatment from that in coastal

yria.

Diplomatic conversations among the three Allied powers regarding the dis-
tribution of the Ottoman legacy on this new basis started in the middle of 1915
and ended with the conclusion of two secret treaties, the first between Russia,
France, and Britain (March 1916), the second between England and France
complementing the first and carrying out its provisions (May 1916). The negotia-
tions were evidently conducted with great difficulty in an atmosphere filled with
anxiety, doubt, and improvisation.

France found herself constantly confronted by two British projects which she
viewed as dangerously inimical to her interests in Syria. The first, occupation
of Iskenderun (Alexandretta), was designed to block the German path to Egypt.
The second was the alliance with Sherif Husain to ensure his revolt against
the Ottoman Empire. France dreaded the consequences and fought both plans,
hard, but succeeded in forcing England to abandon only the first.



The selfish bargaining spirit which characterized the negotiations is clearly
revealed to us in the published memoirs of Poincaré who was then President o
the French Republic. We have thought it worthwhile to refer to them in order to
learn the details of the French attitude toward the two projects and to discover

the basic factors that dictated Allied policy with respect to Syria during the
World War.

LR

At the beginning of hostilities the Allies drew up a number of projects and
plans to provide for every eventuality and decided what they had to do coopers
tively in order to implement them. These included a scheme to land troops in
the harbor of Iskenderun, from which point they were to invade Syria. The Allies
agreed to entrust the command of these forces to a French admiral when the time
for action arrived. However, they intended to execute the plan only after the
second year of the war since, at the insistence of Russia, they decided to dis-
patch large expeditionary forces to attack the Turks through the Dardanelles and
Istanbul. They naturally postponed consideration of Iskenderun as long as they
were hopeful of reaching the capital directly via the Dardanelles

The campaign failed and they were unable to capture the Dardanelles and
march on to Istanbul, whereupon they returned to the Iskenderun operation. Lord
Kitchener, after visiting the Dardanelles and confirming the failure of the cam
paign, suggested reconsideration of Iskenderun as the best alternative for the
Allies under the circumstances on the grounds that a military occupation of the
port would product important results, among them destruction of Ottoman commi
nications at the center. He thought that the campaign could be easily organized
locally and its objectives attained by transferring two divisions of the (roops
engaged in the Dardanelles and two divisions currently stationed in Egyp.

This idea also harmonized with Arab hopes. The French, however, objected
very strongly because they feared its effect on the future of Syria unless they
themselves provided the large number of troops required. Since they were unable
to do so owing to the military situation on the western front, the British Army
and’Navy. would have had to conduct the campaign. The French, notably Poin-
t‘zue. believed that this would gravely endanger their interests and influence,
or occupation of Syria by the British might drive the Syrians into their arms.

They argued against the project with i i
: all their strength and finally compelled
:::cs.m“b Government to abandon it despite Lord Kitchener's tenacious insis

At a number of place
Son Sotwoe Fran‘::e a:d inEhis memoirs Poincaré treats of the course of negr

remarked: ngland on this subject. On October 12, 1916 he

ard Syri d Eg . They will be ablt;‘:
call f a an ypt and induce to redouble the
Esypt?ra:glilrls&t? Atiiesr sees in this a serious threat to the Sues Cansl
NP A Ailbncive rica. We cannot thwart the German strategy, he says:
oo N, The m::;ttionmtaken in Europe. We must try to halt it in a place f&f
captured and the railr:adul?le location is Alexandretta because it can be easily
is the best way to defend nes cut by operations initiated at that point.

tions that led Lotd Kitchener 4 sacorae g51o® Aftica. Such are the considety
tion of his plan.” recommend to his Government the prompt execw

On the next day Poincaré added:

“The Cabinet discuss
ed
agreement that it woulg 1o the Alexandretta project. There was unanimous

the campaign pro ery dangerous to permit the B ard
posed b e British to carry forw
:mm‘d to oppose it." y Lord Kitchener. Our ambassador in London was i



From the entry of the next day:

“The British Government did not accept Kitchener's proposal, conceding that
it required more discussion with us. Edward Grey told our ambassador Paul
Cambon that he was greatly pained by our doubts as to the good intentions of
the British Government."”

On the 14th of the same month he wrote:

“The British Government telegraphed Kitchener, informing him that the Gov-
ernment was unable to share his views on the Alexandretta plan. Apparently
Kitchener continued to find merit in it, especially after the final retreat from the
Dardanelles, for he kept voicing his conviction that the defense of Egypt was a
concern of all the Allies without exception and that the best means of achieving
it was to capture Alexandretta and block the Turco-German advance on Syria.”

The French, however, were no less stubborn in their opposition, as Poincaré
noted on November 24th:

“The British Government has defimitely abandoned the Alexandretta plan,
stating that it is prepared to sacrifice the defense of Egypt, should circum-
stances so require, for the sake of guaranteeing victory on the western front.”

Lord Kitchener had been deeply moved by the affair and on his way back to
England met Poincaré in Paris. He emphasized the ease of taking Alexandretta
and analyzed the necessity for the campaign, but to no avail. Poincaré recorded
this meeting with Lord Kitchener on November 29th, but thereafter the memoirs
contain no further reference to Alexandretta. Thus did France succeed in bury-
ing the project.

#Hn

The British Government recognized from the outset that Turkey's joining the
ranks of the enemy would drastically alter the course of the war by conferring
on Germany the important advantages accruing from an ally in possession of a
strategic location, naturally impregnable terrain, considerable military forces,
and the potent spiritual resources inherent in the Sultan's being caliph of the
Moslems, a factor that enabled him to exert great moral influence throughout the
Islamic world. If Germany should induce him to proclaim a holy war against the
Allies, the impact upon the English and French colonies, especially upon the
locally recruited troops, might well be profound. For these reasons England
sought to counterbalance the increase in Germany's strength from the addition
of Turkey by utilizing the powers of the Arabs.

England was well aware of the fact that the nationalist idea had begun to
affect the Arabs everywhere, chiefly the youth and intellectuals. Although she
knew too that Syria was the focal point of Arab nationalism, she realized that
a successful revolt could take place in the Hejaz alone, not in Syria or Iraq,
because these provinces were major mobilization centers for the Ottoman Army
to which the Government could easily rush reinforcements. Under the circum-
stances no hopes were entertained of a favorable outcome for an uprising origin-
ating in either country. Attention had to be directed to the Hejaz, the only place
where an insurrection, if sanctioned by the Emir of Mecca, had a chance to make
headway.

An alliance with the Emir of Mecca would also benefit the cause morally
inasmuch as the Emirs of Mecca were chosen from the sherifs, i.e. descendants
of the Arabian Prophet, and consequently enjoyed an important religious status.
The sherif in charge of Meccan affairs was the only man capable of overcoming,
or at least diminishing, the Sultan's spiritual influence. The English therefore
began to negotiate on this matter with the Emir of Mecca who at that time was
Sherif Husein Pasha. They knew very well that Arab aid could be obtained only
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ed to revolt for their independence. This involved making a firm
:)fletg;z ‘::t:eti;g them found an Arab state, which necessarily implied both the
relinquishment of some of their ancient aspirations in Arab)a and the application
of pressure on France to do the same in Syria. l.t meant, in other words, recon-
ciling their own interests and French ambitions with Arab desires

To achieve this objective was evidently going to be an exceedmgly difficult
task. Nevertheless, the British leaders addressed themselves to it ‘thh unusual
speed. They undertook negotiations with the Emir of Mecca, Sherif Husein, at
the same time that they commenced discussions . with the Russians and French
regarding the manner of apportioning the legacy of the Ottoman Empire.

Poincaré, who was President of France at that time, was greatly feared by
these negotiations. He worked hard to prevent them, wishing ardently put.vainly
that they would fail. He then tried to get an explicit promise from B{mam that
French rights and interests would be safeguarded during the negotiations going
on with the Emir of Mecca. Let us follow the various stages as noted in Poin-
caré's memoirs. Here is the entry for October 26, 1915:

“The English have just begun rather strange pourparlers with the Sherif of
Mecca. They would promise him the caliphate in return for his pledge to help

them against the Turks. The Sherif sent a representative to Cairo to discuss
the matter with the British High Commissioner. "

On the next day he wrote:

“At the same time that the British Government tells us about these negotia-
tions—which may possibly be improper—it asks us to a conference to stabilize
the Syrian frontiers. Since the discussions would undoubtedly result in a happy
complement to our accords of 1912, Viviani decided to send Georges Picot, who

was our consul general in Beirut, to London to take up these questions with the
British authorities.”

On November 3rd he wrote:

“Jonnard will go to London to argue against the project of an Arab empire,
which apparently fascinates

the British, and defend France's rights to Syria, 8§
acknowledged in 1912."

On November 12th he wrote:

“The British High Commissioner in Egypt confided to our representative
that he is greatly perturbed by the possibility of a combined attack on Egypt 10
be launched by the Senussis from the west and the Turks and Germans from the
east. He said that i{

L 1s necessary to tak t tect Egypti
hence an independent Arab state m y e active measures to pro

ust be established.”
He added the next day:

tain has to establis

of the Turks. He gave our ambassador to und ikely
ma tand that the Arabs are like
to demand some places that we regar MRy . to be
as generous as we possibl egard as part of Syria. He leaves it to us
Poincaré returned to the subj o
ber 28, 1915, as follows: ubject about a month and a half later, on Dece

“Briand informs his colle es . :
agues ahout th iati Lon
don concerning the Arab stipire, This € course of the negotiations in

; 1

i . oject so dear to our English friends wil
:e::‘;::‘:?e :f wthlngs SUr up the Syrian problem. The nece!;gsuy instructions
o ambassador Paul Cambon to communicate to Georges Picot.

With the defense

who has been entrusted
of our interest . He is 10
maintain our influence in Syria and Cilicia in accordu:c: ?iul; O&imzerms of the



1912 agreements. Despite the objections of Lord Kitchener, the British Govern-
ment represented by Sir Arthur Nicolson readily acknowledged our authority in
Alexandretta, Adana, and Cilicia. He sought in return to have Syria and Lebanon
placed under the suzerainty of the Sultan of Mecca, while we should retain the
right merely to appoint the governor. This would mean laying the hand of this
Sultan upon Moslem and Christian peoples who are neither accustomed to nor
desire to be his subjects. In addition, the English want for themselves the right
to build a railroad to Haifa; in other words, to create competition for the Alexan-
dretta line. I am not enamored of the idea of this great Arab empire. I am afraid
of its effect on our African colonies and I shouldn't like to see it become a
reality. I described my fears to the Cabinet, but apparently there had been pre-
vious discussion of the subject and I was told that it was too late to take it up
again.” (VII, 363).

On January 4, 1916 Poincaré wrote:

“With much wit but little clarity Briand gave the Cabinet a review of the
pourparlers going on in London about Asia Minor. England acknowledges our
complete suzerainty over Alexandretta, Cilicia, and the hinterland as far as
Mosul—included or not, I do not know. She likewise agrees today to the placing
of Lebanon together with Beirut and Tripoli under our control. However, con-
trary to the accord of 1912, Syria does not remain ours but is to be given over
to the Emir of Mecca. England, moreover, demands Palestine and Haifa for
herself. Briand has demanded the reverse, i.e. the partition of Palestine be-
tween England and France and a condominium over the railroad which is to
terminate in Haifa.

“Since the file on this subject has not yet been delivered to me, despite my
request for it, I do not consider myself prepared to express an opinion on the
various points. Nevertheless, I called the Cabinet's attention to.the fact that
while England is yielding to us the territory designated for German influence in
accordance with the agreements that we concluded at the beginning of 1914 with
Turkey on one hand and Germany on the other, at the same time she is asking
for herself the region in which Turkey and Germany have already acknowledged
her rights. Therefore, if a settlement is reached that does not give us complete
satisfaction, Germany will certainly claim what we have acknowledged as hers.
For this reason our recognition of England’s claims must be conditional upon ob-
taining our portion complete and undiminished. Doumergue strongly supports me
and Briand after some hesitation is coming around to our view.” (VIII, 8-9)

Poincaré came back to the subject on January 11, 1916:

“Briand reviews for the Cabinet the state of the negotiations between Eng-
land and ourselves concerning Syria and Palestine. The British Government
flat refuses to withdraw from Haifa. Moreover, it desires the neutralization of
Palestine, but concedes that Alexandretta is ours together with the entire hin-
terland as far as and including Mosul.” (VIII, 23-4)

Two days later, i.e. on January 13th, he wrote:

“Georges Picot who is following the London negotiations concerning Syria
tells me that the British Admiralty has not yet agreed to acknowledge our rights
in Alexandretta and Cilicia. He believes that it will ultimately do so, but con-
siders it impossible for England not to continue to claim control of Haifa, or at
least to make Palestine neutral. As for Mosul, if the Russians do not agree to
yield it to us, the English will claim it for themselves. Georges Picot hopes,
therefore, that the Russians will agree willy-nilly to let us have { A

It is quite apparent from these excerpts that the English were negotiating
with the Emir of Mecca, Sherif Husein, concerning the independence of the Arab
lands at the same time that they were discussing with France the partition of
these same lands. During the course of these talks France was able to augment
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her portion considerably by including therein Cilicia and Mosul and extending her
control up to Diarbekr; she not only did not relinquish the rights she claimed iy
inner Syria, but succeeded in annexing to her sphere of influence this part of

Syria as well, even though it was placed under the rule of a single Arab emir or
several Arab emirs.

France would not have been able to include Mosul in her portion had it not
been for the dispute over the city that arose between Russia and England. The
Russians at first did not agree to the French claim since they hoped to add it
to their own sphere of influence. But the English made it plain that they re-
garded themselves as more entitled than the Russians to possess Mosul. It was
-agreed, therefore, that the interests of all concerned would be best served by
giving the city to the French.

These details go far toward explaining many of the strange provisions which
were introduced into the treaties concluded by the Allies during the war. They
also help us to understand the most significant factors responsible for the modi-

fication of these treaties or for the non-implementation of some of their terms at
the end of the war.

#H#H#

In the midst of these deliberations the Allies were presented with a third
proposal, i.e. to aid Jemal Pasha, commander of the Turkish Fourth Army Sta&
tioned in Syria, to revolt against the central government. The idea was advance
by the Russians who relied upon information derived from Armenian sources.l
The latter contended that Jemal Pasha was in constant conflict \yith the centr::d
government and that he was prepared to revolt if the Allies actively support :
him; that he would cede the Straits and the European provinces to the Allie
and convert the Ottoman Sultantate into a confederation composed of Syria,Irag,

Arabistan, Cilicia, Armenia, and Kurdistan, over all of which he was then to rule
as Sultan.

The Russian Minister of Foreign Affairs started to correspond with his alllfi)S.
on this subject at the end of October 1915. It appears from the documents pue(j
lished by the Soviet Government after the communist revolution that Italy appro\;ed
“if there were the slightest chance of success.” Initially, France hesm:il
because, first, she doubted the possibility of Jemal's succeeding; _Sec?]“ {)r
she felt that the scheme would realize Russia’s aims alone and depl‘{VeI ershe
the territory previously promised (Syria, Palestine, and Cilicia); thirdly,

g : b
knew that England was thinking about the formation of an independent Ard
government.

The Russian leaders, however, were able to convince France of t?e "?,Ccﬁf:-
sity of taking the idea seriously because they said that Jemal Pasha's re o
tion would weaken Turkey and facilitate the Allies’ conquesy °r. the 'cog “a'
even if it failed to achieve Jemal’s objectives. France’s aspirations in {veré
Palestine, and Cilicia could be easily reconciled while the various details sions
being worked out with Jemal. Indeed France could conduct ;he negotlal;na'
herself in order to safeguard her interests. On the _St{engm Od dme~s;e:§2 dis-
tions and assurances France agreed to the idea in principle and deci
cuss it with Jemal’s emissaries in Cairo.

; i te in the
As for England, after some hesitation she decided ::fr t:nga:l::adx:absl B

negotiations “for the conversations begun between her

proceeding in a very harmonious atmosphere.”
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Cilicia which have been promised them.” In similar vein he wrote on January 28,
1916: “Briand and his Government are unhappy at the secret negotiations going
on between the English and the Arabs because the English are trying to gain
their own ends without any regard for the interest of their allies.” The Russian
ambassador in London wrote on January 27, 1916: “The British Government is
relying primarily upon the Arabs because it wishes to exploit their feelings of
hostility toward the Turks and Jemal Pasha."’

#un

The negotiations among the Allied Powers concerning the three projects
described above betray the powerful underlying clash of interests and ambitions.
Nevertheless, the statesmen definitely felt that it was essential to come to an
understanding on these matters in order to assure victory in the war. Accord-
ingly, they finally managed after protracted bargaining to conclude the neces-
sary treaties apportioning the inheritance of the Ottoman Empire of which the
Arab provinces, needless to say, were among the most important and valuable
sections.

#HH

The first of these agreements was signed by representatives of Russia,
England, and France in March 1916. It defined the spheres of influence of each
of the contracting parties and at the same time provided for the establishment
of an independent Islamic government in the Arabian Peninsula over which Great
Britain was to exercise supervision. Russia's sphere of influence was restricted
to eastern and southern Asia Minor, with no Arab territory included. France's
sphere embraced coastal Syria from al-Naqurah to Iskenderun together with Mt.
Lebanon and Cilicia. England's sphere consisted of coastal Syria stretching
from the Egyptian borders to al-Ndqurah, southern Iraq from Baghdad to Basra,
and the coast from the Persian Gulf to the end of the Red Sea.

A subsequent agreement between France and England provided for an Arab
state or confederation of independent Arab states to be set up on the territory
between the French and English spheres of influence.

As for Palestine and the Holy Places, they were to be placed under a special
administration in accordance with a tripartite agreement to be concluded later.
Likewise Iskenderun was to be a free port under an international administration.

It is apparent from the terms of this treaty that Russia was unwilling to con-
cern herself with the details of the problems relating to Arab territory. She was
content to reach an understanding with France and England on fundamentals,
leaving it to her allies to handle the secondary issues by themselves.

#an

France and England did not delay very long in settling these issues because
the document which goes by the name of the Sykes-Picot Agreement (after Mark
hS‘ykes and Georges Picot, the English and French negotiators) was concluded on

ay 26, 1916.

Cilicia, Syria, Palestine, and Iraq were divided by this accord into five
areas—three coastal, two interior. The coastal areas were shown in colors on
a map appended to the Agreement—red, blue, and brown—and were known there-
after as the Red, Blue and Brown Areas, whereas the interior was left uncolored
and designated Area A and Area B.

The Blue Area was allotted to France and embraced the territory stretching
from al-Nagiirah to Iskenderun.

The Red Area was allotted to England and embraced Baghdad and Basra.

The Brown Area was limited to Palestine and made an international neutral
area.
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In Areas A and B the Agreement provided for an independent Arab state o
confederation of Arab states to be set up with an Arab as its head. France
was accorded a “privileged position” in Area A, England in Area B. Each power
was to have in its area preference in economic projects and local loans, and the
exclusive right to supply the foreign advisors and officials requested by the
Arab state or confederation to organize the affairs of that area.

France in the Blue Area and Great Britain in the Red Area were permitted,
after agreement with the aforementioned Arab government or confederation of

Arab governments, to establish such direct or indirect administration as they
might deem appropriate.

The Agreement stipulated the creation of an international administration for
the Brown Area, the form of which would be determined after consultation with

Russia and in agreement with the other Allies and the representatives of the
Sherif of Mecca.

Iskenderun fell within the French area, but its port was to be free as regards
British Empire trade; Haifa came within the English area, but its port was to be

free as regards the trade of France, her colonies, and the Arab state coming
under her protection.

Each contracting party pledged itself not to relinquish any of its rights in
the specified area or to cede them to any other power except the Arab state o
confederation without the prior consent of the other party. Similarly, each con:
tracting party pledged itself neither to acquire nor to permit a third power 0
acquire territory in the Arabian Peninsula.

The Agreement referred to the negotiations going on with the Arabs and

stated that they should continue in the name of both Governments and in the
same way as before in order to fix the borders of the Arab state or confederation
of Arab states.

LR
The English undertook negotiations with the Arabs without obtaining auth-
orization from their allies.

They established contact at the start of the World
:‘u both with members of the Party of Decentralization living in Cairo and with
be:. sons cof Sherif Husein as they passed through Cairo on their frequent trips
ween Uonstantinople and the Hejaz. Later they engaged in direct correspon
dence with Sherif Husein Pasha himself, the Emir of Mecca.
During the course of

the preliminary conversations and correspondence it
::d: m:t(l’: tleu'rthat Great Britain was prepared to help the Arabs achieve theif
pendence. The English also agreed to restore the caliphate to them.

w“gesf:;;esigont::nxdgetween the English and the Emir of Mecca reached a8
~orepellins oo t. le of 1915 while Sir Henry McMahon was serving 8

On July 14, 1915 sh if ' randum
outlining the condition ' erif Husein sent him a memo
their revolt. He asked : iR

. e Arabs would join the Allies and launch
Arab countries in their ooy A1 *that England recognize the independence of th

entirety from Mersi jan Ocean
and fro Sin and Adana up to the Indian Oc

Sea.” :f;a::duag:‘. Persian Gu up to the IIOdlmu?xean Sea and the Red
“the Arab Government wzxf" .. 10 Aden's retaining the status quo and added that
all things being equa) »  C rC EnBland preference in every economic project

Sir Henry M Mahon
“the dosir:lzf }:ls \hjo"o-“ a letter on August 30, 1915 in which he reiterated
tries and their inhab] t:n?g" Gb:vermnt for the independence of the Arab cour
boundaries would be Premature” : d”““‘.’ that “discussions on the details
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Sherif Husein, however, strongly protested this last and in his answer of
September 9, 1915 stated: “These boundaries are not one man's and thus sub-
ject to negotiation and settlement after the war; rather, they represent the claims
of a people who believe that their life requires such boundaries.” He added
that the Arabs desire “only those areas inhabited by Arabs like ourselves” and
not “areas inhabited by a foreign people.” He noted finally that “those boun-
daries are the proposals of an entire people who believe them to be necessary
to guarantee their economic life.”

McMahon was compelled therefore in his note of October 24, 1915 to touch
on frontiers. He said that he had submitted the question to his Government and
on the basis of its reply could state: “Mersin, Adana, and portions of Syria
lying to the west of Damascus, Homs, Hama, and Aleppo are not purely Arab
and so must be excluded from the proposed borders. . . The British Government
is prepared to recognize Sherif Husein's definition of the borders subject to the
said modification.”

He then alluded to Great Britain's agreements with the Arab leaders and to
France's interests in the portion of Syria lying to the west of the four cities just
named. He continued with the following guarantees:

“On behalf of the British Government and in its name: first, England is
prepared to recognize the independence of the Arabs and afford them assistance
within the proposed boundaries subject to the aforementioned modification,
second, England recognizes the unity of the Holy Places and will defend them
against all external agression; third, the British Government will offer the Arabs
when necessary everything that they may require in the way of help and advice
and cooperate with them in establishing the most appropriate type of governments
in the various Arab regions.”

In return, McMahon requested that “the Arabs agree to use only British citi-
zens when in need of various kinds of advice and aid.” He added: “Baghdad
and Basra require special administration and supervision in order to protect
them from foreign agression and to safeguard British interests there.”

Sherif Husein replied on November 15, 1915 that he “no longer asks for
the inclusion of Mersin and Adana within the Arab Kingdom in order to facilitate
agreement and serve Islam,” but that “it is impossible to relinquish Beirut and
the rest of the Syrian coast because they are purely Arab territories where there
is no distinction between Moslem Arabs and Christian Arabs inasmuch as both
are descendants of one ancestor. We Moslems shall follow our master Umar ibn
al-Khattab and the other caliphs who in harmony with the religion of Islam com-
manded us to recognize that the Christians have the same rights and obligations
that we do. Christians in the Arab Kingdom shall enjoy the same privileges as
the Moslems in so far as they are consonant with the general public interest.”

With reference to Iraq, Sherif Husein said that since it was a center of the
Arab Kingdom and a cradle of Arab culture and civilization, the Arabs could not
abandon it. “In our desire to facilitate agreement,” he said, “we consent to
yield for a short period of time the lands now occupied by British troops in
consideration of a sum of money to be paid as compensation for the period of
Occupation of the said area.”

In his reply dated December 13, 1915 McMahon expressed satisfaction with
the Sherif’s willingness to exclude Mersin and Adana from the boundaries of the
Arab countries and his assertion that the Arabs were determined to follow the
precepts of Umar ibn al-Khattdb and the other early caliphs with respect to the
rights of Christians. “As for Beirut and the rest of the coast,” he continued,
“the Government of Great Britain have fully understood your statement on that
area and have taken it under advisement; however, since the interests of their
ally France are involved in the area, the questions call for special study. We
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shall therefore communicate with you again on this matter at the appropriate
time.” He concluded by reaffirming that “Great Britain has no intention of
signing any peace that does not include among its basic conditions freedom of
the Arabs and their liberation from German and Turkish domination.”

This letter was followed by a number of others. At the end of his last mes
sage dated January 30, 1916 McMahon wrote: “And now. . . the Arab countries
have decided to cooperate with us in defending the vital cause of right and
freedom. We pray God that the result of our common effort may be a lasting
friendship that will bring joy and happiness to all. . . We are very glad of you
attempts to persuade the people of the necessity of allying themselves to ow
movement and of refraining from assisting our enemies. We leave it to yow

discretion to determine a favorable occasion for taking more extensive meas
ures.”

It is a known fact that the Arab Revolt was proclaimed four months and ten
days after this letter was written (June 10, 1916).

#u8

The passages quoted from the memoirs of Poincaré, President of France,
and the telegrams of Izvolsky, Russian Ambassador in Paris, show clearly that
the French leaders were displeased by the negotiations with Sherif Husein
because they realized that the Arab movement would affect their interests ad-
versely not only in the Arab territories which they were coveting for the future,
but in those territories which they had controlled for decades. Nevertheless,
the French Government had to go along with the English in this matter and when
the Arab Revolt actually broke out they thought it worth while to establish
friendly relations with the leaders of this Revolt. They sent a diplomatic dele:
gation and a military mission to the Hejaz in order to exploit the movement 10
the fullest as a means of engaging Turkish troops and at the same time to pre
;':nsty:ita"m developing in a way that would harm French interests and ambitions

But how could this be done? How could the two objectives be achieved
simultaneously? The only seemingly feasible way of minimizing the damage was
to confine the Revolt to the Hejaz and keep it from spreading northward. Al
&':‘ this policy struck most of the French statesmen as sound, but the Chief of
o \iﬁlietlalry Mission to the Hejaz, Brémond, who came into direct contact with
lude?s :cttll:ll currents prevalent there and sensed the hopes agitating the
d.,,,lopeg ime Revo"'.bec‘me aware of its impracticability. The Hejaz had
e mo : tghattumng place of free Arabs serving as representatives of the
s (o“i:d un: :h Arab World, and a large number of Iraqis and Syrians were
S et N8 the revolutionaries. If the movement did well in the Hejaz, it

ally spread to Syria and Iraq too. The Allies had to realize b€!y°“,d
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appreciated the broader military and political exigencies more than the head of
their mission did and urged him to abandon the idea. Marshal Joffre sent
Brémond a telegram as follows:

“(1) France and England have just signed a treaty that includes as a matter
of principle the establishment of an Arab confederation embracing Damascus,
Homs, Hama, Aleppo, and Mosul. It appears from your telegram that you fear
the Arabs' occupation of Medina on the grounds that it would encourage their
aspirations in Syria.

“(2) This fanciful situation came to the attention of the English and the
Sherif and has led them to suspect that we are trying to ignore the agreement we
signed with them. This might prejudice the further development of our activities
in the east. You must therefore not take a position that would favor such an
interpretation.

“(3) Furthermore, the French Government regards the fall of Medina as
likely to reverberate throughout the Arab World and possibly provoke an uprising
of the Bedouin tribes and Druzes, which would contribute to the success of our
eastern plans by accelerating the disintegration of the Ottoman Empire.” (p. 97)

This telegram was not enough to allay the apprehensions besetting the Chief
of the French Military Mission. On the contrary, they increased as the Arab
Revolt gained strength and the danger of a return of the Turks to Mecca vanished.
Evidently Brémond kept on trying to persuade the British, for he*claims that a
considerable number of them shared his views and spoke about the necessity of
letting the Arabs fend for themselves in the struggle against the Turkish army
besieging Medina.

English policy, however, was proceeding in a totally different direction. It
was seeking to utilize the rebel army in operations in northern Hejaz, Trans-
jordan, and Syria. It is common knowledge that Lawrence was thé Kingpin in
this English policy. The plan he drew up was in flat opposition to Brémond’s
views and desires.

When Brémond saw the rebels’ forces abandon the siege of Medina and move
northward under the leadership of Emir Faisal, he became convineed that France's
interests and position in Syria could be assured only by occupying thé country
from the sea. The operation would be rather simple, he thought, for France had
many troops stationed in Port Said, her possessions in theé Indian Ocean, and
especially in Indo-China. These men could be transported by old ships and used
for a sea-bome invasion of Syria. Brémond was so engrossed with this idea
that he decided to return to France in order to persuade the authorities. He
apparently knew nothing of Lord Kitchener's obstinate advocacy of the plan to
attack Syria from Iskenderun or of France's reaction to it.

Brémond arrived in Paris and had interviews with Minister of Colonies Henri
Simon and Premier Clemenceau as well as with General Weygand and Marshal
Foch in a futile endeavor to convince them of the necessity of adopting his pro-
posal. He wrote in his book that Clemenceau said to him: “I don't have a con-
quering spirit.” Foch remarked: “The time has passed! The time has passed!
We have too few ships to carry out such an operation.”

Brémond's views circulated so freely that they reached the ears of the
!eaders of the Revolt. He told King Husein on May 7, 1917: “There were rumors
in the middle of April in the camp of Emir Faisal that France had equipped
6’)'900 soldiers for an invasion of the Syrian coasts in the very near future.
Emir Faisal has been very worried about an occupation of Syria by the French
without the help of the Arabs, declaring that under such circumstances he would
fight the French after the Turks. These rumors are rife among the retinue 9(
Emir Faisal. Since the Emir is doubtless unaware of what is being said in his
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name, it would be worth while to draw his attention to such rumors and gossip.”
Brémond then added that King Husein promised to write to the Emir. (p. 145)

As we all know, General Brémond's efforts to gain support for his plan
failed. The armies of the Revolt under the command of Emir Faisal crossed the
northern frontiers of the Hejaz and fought the Turks in East Jordan, thereby
helping the British troops battling in Palestine. They continued on to the north
cooperating with the British until they reached Damascus and liberated all Syria.

Thus, when Turkey was compelled to sign an armistice with the Allies on
October 31, 1918, all the Arab countries were out of the Ottoman Empire, Pales-

tine and Iraq having been freed by British soldiers alone, Syria by the combined
operations of British and Arab troops.



l

(2) The war lasted a long time and the prevailing situation was vastly dif-
ferent from that at the time the Agreement was signed. Failure to take cogni-
zance of the fact would be in flat contradiction to the logic of events.

Great Britain sought to modify the sections dealing with Palestine and
Mosul. Palestine, at Russia's request, was to have been placed under an inter-
national administration, but now there was no valid reason for honoring the
relevant terms. England had suffered many losses in the bloody battles to
conquer Palestine and so came to view it as a right to keep the country for
herself. Furthermore, British Foreign Secretary Balfour had promised the Zion-
ists that the English would establish a national homeland for the Jews in Pales-
tine. Fulfillment of this promise too clearly required that Palestine remain

under their control. It is very likely that the prime purpose in making the pledge
was to ensure this control.

As for Mosul, England had agreed to cede it to France out of fear of Russian
designs. The occupation of Mosul was likewise achieved through British arms

alone after the difficult Iraq campaign. All this justified, in English eyes,
reconsideration of the Agreement.

The differences of opinion and clash of desires between the English and
French were not limited to the Arab World alone, but concerned many other
eastern and western matters. Clemenceau, who was the French Premier during
the peace negotiations, was fully aware of the losses that France might suffer
if the tension should continue unabated and therefore considered it advisable to

clarify some of the problems, He startled Lloyd George, the British Prime
Minister, by asking:

“Tell me quite frankly—what do you want from us? Tell me, and I'll do my
best to get the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to agree!”

“We want Palestine and Mosul,” Ll - 'y ool
with equal frankness. ," Lloyd George replied unhesitatingly

France did not find it difficult to renounce the idea of making Palestine an
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claim to all the far-flung region that embraced Syria, Cilicia and northern Iraq
as far as Mosul and Diarbekr, they never reckoned on resistance by the local
population. They thought that the Turks were going to lose all their power while
the Arabs would be unable to gain any. The possibility of encountering violent
opposition from both the Turks and the Arabs scarcely occurred to them. Within
a year after the end of the war, however, France came to the realization that she
could not subdue the entire region by fighting the Arabs and the Turks at the
same time. Either Syria or Cilicia would have to be abandoned.

It appears that some French statesmen and economists were deeply impressed
by Cilicia because its mountains and rivers promised a glowing economic future.
Another argument in its favor was that France could very easily reassemble
there all the Armenians scattered by the Turks and with their aid peacefully
govern the country.

Nevertheless, when the French found themselves in a position where they
had to choose one of the two regions, their unhesitating preference was Syria.
Robert de Caix, who was regarded as one of the leading formulators of Syrian
policy, explained it this way: “If France was compelled to make her decision
purely on material benefits and calculations, Cilicia would necessarily be the
choice. But France has for many centuries been bound to Syria by traditions
and spiritual ties to which she must cling; and if it is essential to save Syria,
France will give up Cilicia.”

This indeed was France's operating principle. She quit Cilicia and worked
out an amicable settlement with the Turks which reached the stage of active
help when she gave them her surplus arms and equipment in Cilicia. Mastery
over Syria was regarded as fulfillment of an historic task—the preservation of
glory and national honor, as Poincaré put it after the Balkan crisis that preceded
the World War,

#un

Another factor impelled the French to adopt this policy of peace with the
Turks, namely, the resurgence of bitter Anglo-French rivalry throughout the Near
East. The Allied occupation of the Straits and Constantinople after the armistice
strengthened Britain's influence in the Orient and aroused France's fears of
losing her spiritual authority in Turkish territory. The Greek invasion of Ana-
tolia, which was encouraged and protected by the British, reinforced these fears
markedly. Writers and publicists began to speak about the dimming of France's
star in the East along with the diminution of Turkey's power. The noted author
Pierre Loti, for example, expressed his burning grief in a book entitled La mort
de notre chére France en Orient. Thus, French public opinion became condi-
tioned to the necessity of actively working for mutual understanding with Turkey.
French government officials serving as observers in Constantinople surreptitiously
helped the Turks against the British in the belief that Turkey's weakness would
lead to the disappearance of French authority in the country. They felt it their
duty to check the spread of British influence and prevent Greek domination of
the country.

For all these reasons the French sought to come to terms with the Turks.
They concluded an armistice which was a prelude to the treaty providing for
their evacuation of Cilicia.

Implementation of the Sykes-Picot Agreement encountered yet anothgr ob-
Stacle, the repeated promises of the Allies and the famous primciples of Wilson.
As the war progressed and their situation became more critical, the Allies began
o feel the need of inclining world opinion to their side. Consequently, they
made declarations in which they avowed the justness of their cause and their
aversion to expansion and imperialism in the hope of winning helpers and friends
on the one hand and undermining the enery's morale on the other. Over and over
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again they said that “they do not desire expansion, nor do they aim at annexing
any territory, overtly or covertly.” Such statements increased noticeably after
the United States joined the Allies because President Wilson urged them to
proclaim their war aims frankly, just as he himself had done in the case of
America, which, he said, entered the war only as a service to humanity. Further-
more, President Wilson did not content himself with this alone, but enunciated
the 14 principles or points that the powers should follow after the war, including
the right of self-determination for all peoples. On various occasions French and
English statesmen also uttered similar sentiments, some of them specifically
intended for the Arabs to whom they publicly promised freedom and independence.

The terms of the Sykes-Picot Agreement contradicted these promises and
declarations, not to mention the commitments made to King Husein. If it was
easy for the Allies to break their promises to King Husein owing to the secret
nature of the negotiations, it was another thing to repudiate their public declara-
tions, especially President Wilson's principles. Nevertheless, political shrewd:
ness and imperialist ambition were not slow infinding a way out of this difficulty.
The system of mandates and trusteeships that were invented at the time permitted
the detested face of imperialism to wear a deceptive mask. This system relied

in spirit essentially upon the right of peoples to self-determination and required
plebiscites as well as a regard for the popular welfare.

Wily diplomacy proved able to surmount these obstacles too-by a variety of
means and pretexts. When Wilson proposed a plebiscite for the Syrians, repre-
sentatives of France and England objected on the grounds that the situation in
the country was unfavorable to carrying it out. President Wilson insisted on
sending an American commission to Syria to consult with the people in his name
and personal capacity and to determine their views. The result of the inquiry
°‘°"ly.0w°80d the ambitions of the two governments in that it.revealed the
Syrians' genuine desire for absolute independence within the country's natural
borders and their overwhelming rejection of France's interference in local
affairs, even though it were indirect through the device of a mandate. Unfor-
tunately, the developments in American politics which caused Wilson's fall from
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INTERNAL CONDITIONS

The revolt which erupted in Mecca at the end of the second year of stlelﬁs‘:a;f
i.e. on June 10, 1916, was not a Hejazi but an Arab Re_volt in e‘iﬁryformation
the term. It aimed at the independence of all Arab tgrrltoﬂ' zm(j t gne s
of a new Arab government that would prepare the nation for a ?’?;]rul bt
and restore its former glory. The flag devised by the leaders cl'eax r‘ t;}é il
this lofty purpose in that each of its four colors was emblematic o e pea
sive eras of the Arab Empire during its past supremacy. Me.n fromh .
parts of the Arab World—Syria, Iraq, Palestine and the Hejaz—Chri

g assigned to
Moslem alike, participated in the Revolt and performed the tasks assign
them.

The Revolt began in the Hejaz owing to the natural result of gezgi;g’hﬁf
economics, and history. The Hejaz was remote from mob111zat10ndpfmm o,
troops and principal lines of communication. Mecca was separate 400 kilo-
Medina terminal of the Hejaz Railway by a wide desert no less tha}?e gy
metres in length. However, its proximity to the port of Jidda on tcont.ributed
provided ready access to the outside and the Allies. These factors

: . ish troops
to the success of the Revolt and prevented its suppression by Turkish
before it gained sufficient momentum.

: 2 ies-old
The Hejaz, moreover, was populated with armed tribes whose cenndtll;(l)m £8
addiction to warfare facilitated the task of getting them to revolt a
conflict.

; : ; it to
The Emirate of Mecca enjoyed great historic prestige whlcp ena;)l:gquired
organize and direct the Revolt. Sherif Husein Pasha, the last Emir, ha

: : : : ted no
considerable personal influence during his long rule because he neglec
opportunity to stren

; ities.
gthen the emirate vis-i-vis the local Turkish authorit
This made him the

1t.
ablest and most suitable spiritual leader of the RGV?
; in
These then are the various elements that decreed the Hejaz as the starting
place of the Revolt.

The French, for their part, used this fact to disparage the uprising by charac
terizing it now as the Hejazi Revolt, now as the Sherifian Revolt.

The Revolt moved toward its basic objective. The Arab forces crossed ﬁge
traditional borders of the Hejaz and step by step advanced northwards until t dy
entered Damascus. From there they pursued the Turks up to Aleppo and beyond.
i in Damascus was wildly acclaimed all over Syria.

Saw a single Arab battalion marching
Even Lebanese cities

ment buildings and private dwellings. The Arab Command needed to dispatch
only an officer or two with g handful of soldiers to the important cities in order
to organize affairs there.

under the standard of Faisal the Great:
Joined the movement and hoisted Arab flags over govern

#HH

To the misfortune of the Arabs, all this happened during the last days of
the World War. While the Arab troops were moving into Damascus and other
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Syrian cities, the Balkan front collapsed with the surrender of the Bulgarians.
Recognizing that the situation was beyond repair and that there was no hope of
victory, the Germans began to discuss ways of obtaining an armistice and peace.
They told the truth to the Turks and counselled them to end the war as soon

as possible.

When the French learned about the German efforts to conclude an armistice
and sensed that the danger to their country had been averted, they revealed their
ambitions by protesting to the English against the invasion of Syria by the troops
of the Arab Revolt and demanded the right to occupy their section of the said
territory. The British High Command in Cairo then ordered Emir Faisal, leader
of the northern army, to hield the Syrian coasts to the French forces.

This was the first of the painful blows suffered by the Arab Revolt in general
and the Syrian cause in particular. Surrender of the coast to the French meant
taking the initial step to implement the Sykes-Picot Agreement after the British
had previously declared it to be inoperative.

A fierce storm of indignation broke out in patriotic circles. The English
tried to calm the situation by describing these arrangements as purely military
and non-prejudicial to the future of the country. Furthermore, they do not imply
its political partition, the English said, because self-determination will be one
of the principles of the peace conference to be held when the hostilities are over.

The High Command's instructions were carried out. French troops disem-
barked first in Beirut on October 8, 1918, then in the other ports from Tyre to
Iskenderun. Arab flags were lowered in all the coastal cities, although no others
were raised in their places.

The British ordered Syria to be divided into three military zones: eastern,
western, and southern, to be administered by the Arab, French, and British,
respectively. Emir Faisal as commander of the northern Arab army officially
took over the eastern zone which then comprised present-day Syria, except for_
the province of Latakia, Transjordan, and the districts of Hisbayd and Rishaya
in the Biqd’. The western zone included the coastal governorates as far as
al-Naqiirah. The southern zone consisted exclusively of Palestine. After the
surrender of Turkey French troops occupied Cilicia, which was known as the
northern zone. The French Headquarters was thereafter called the “Supreme
Headquarters of the French Armies in the East and Cilicia.”

It is clear from the above that the Arab Government in Syria began its exis-
tence under inauspicious and harsh circumstances because it was dealt a severe
blow at the outset when it was split from the seaboard, deprived of customs,
and all harbors and coastal mountains were placed under the administration of
the French Army. Since France had for long centuries been desirous of dominat-
Ing Syria, she naturally tried at first to strengthen her influence and stabilize
her position in the western zone. After that she used every diplomatic strategem,
Propaganda device, and intrigue to create confusion and weakness in the interior
Zone in preparation for eventually gaining control of it.

It was the task of the revolutionists to found amidst these grave difficulties
4 New government in a country that had suffered the horrors of war for many
years. They had to cope with the machinations of the French and then resort to
every conceivable method to drive them from the occupied coasts and thus secure
the bases of survival for their youthful government. An obvious preliminary was
@ bitter struggle between those on the seaboard and those in the interior, a strug-
gle that had to last until one side or the other won a decisive victory.

#HH

The French began their work of destruction by agitating the Christians and
Making them apprehensive about the Moslems. They asserted that the army
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engaged in the Revolt was a Bedouin, Hejazi army and that the government to
be formed by it would surely be a religious, reactionary regime that would guide
itself by the Islamic law codes and restore the situation of 60 years ago, annul-
ling the rights of the Christians in the process. The fact of the matter is that
everything pointed in precisely the opposite direction. The leaders of the Revolt !
were not Bedouins, and a considerable number of them were Christians. The
government organized in Syria never gave a thought to religious coloring; indeed
many posts and functions were entrusted to non-Moslems. Such prominent offi-
cials as the Director General of Justice, the Counselor General of Finance, and
the Director General of Public Security were Christians. Emir Faisal ibn al

Husein used to say on every possible occasion: “Religion belongs to God, the
country to everybody."

Yet the French did not desist from their insidious efforts to subvert the
simple folk and terrify the Christians. Their propaganda inevitably found some
listening ears among the ignorant and fanatic. Nevertheless, the spirit of

patriotism and the nationalist idea permeated the entire country, arousing latent
hopes and desires in most of the people.

Day by day pessimism yielded to optimism which became marked during the
early stages of the Peace Conference in Paris. People were familiar with
President Wilson's pledge to Emir Faisal: *“If the people demand independence
as a right, I shall permit no government ever to dominate Syria.” They knew t00
that the President had decided to strengthen this promise by sending a commis-
sion to study conditions in the country and consult with the population regarding
their wishes. Such news revived and fortified the hopes of even the cynical
Arrival of the Commission of Inquiry created fresh waves of enthusiasm. The

overwhelming consensus of opinion in favor of independence, as manifested
during the questioning, made optimism soar to new heights.

toward s;yrl;:";:er' Otther l;ews with portents of a distressing change in policg
e i Ny September 15,
1919 provided for the evacuati glo-French Agreement of Septem

on of British forces from the western and easter
zones and their replacement in a section of the latter by French forces. This
section lay to the west of the Sykes-Picot line and included the districts of
Hasbaya, Rishayd, Baalbek, and the Bigd’ It remained outside of the occupation
::::u:"‘ the A;*b army. The Arabs were to be in exclusive possession of the
et nn& portion of the eastern zone, just as the French army alone would cov
ol all the territory west of the aforementioned Sykes-Picot line.

Beyond the shadow of a doubt, this meant implementing the Sykes-Picot

’ ykes-Pic
:g’“::“y‘enr;iﬂ”f:llbnel’ublicauon of the news ptovokped a fierge reaction in the
ol Withdr?wn ‘wassimpatiently awaiting the day when all foreign armiés
zone. Hence. the rom Syria, particularly the French forces from the wester
hastion 2 astonishment at the order decreeing extension of the French
one to the east at the expense of the zone of the Arab operatiol

Yieldi
French inngxe t:u:lh e order and consenting to the replacement of British troops b
a retreat before Przeo n; Wwould signify an abandonment of nationalist desires and
firm. Vigorously :tce ?n”ir“' The Government therefore decided to stand
manders that Preng; u:, S;h : lrd"' it notified the British and French co™
eastern zone and that th:; w:::ld not be permitted to enter any portion of th

be resisted, if necessary, by force of arms:

This show of firmn
their plan. Al ess bore the hoped-for fruit since the French renounced

Syrian police. Nerves weré
behavior in the western zoné



which they occupied, and their intrigues in the eastern zone, which they coveted,
and their increasingly strong role in international diplomacy continued to keep
fears alive. The nationalists felt that the French could be fought and driven out
of the country not by political means alone, but by armed rebellion. Indeed, soon
afterwards there were clashes with the French forces throughout the western
zone. The Dani-dishah in Tell Kalakh, Emir Fi‘dr in Marj ‘Uyiin, Sheikh Silih
al- AlT in the Nusairi mountains, and Kimil al-As‘ad in Jabal ‘Amil organized
the most important of these uprisings.

The Government became aware at this time of the need to expand and
strengthen the regular army. Since it believed that this could not be done on the
traditional voluntary recruiting basis, it submitted a bill on universal compulsory
military service to the Syrian Congress, which was constituted—a little before
the arrival of the American Commission of Inquiry—of representatives from the
three zones in Syria. The Congress enthusiastically approved the bill by unani-
mous vote (December 1919). The Government further showed its deep concern
for national defense when it promptly enlarged the military school that had been
established as soon as the Government was set up following the liberation of
the country.

#H#

When the crisis over the replacement of British troops broke out, Emir Faisal
was in Paris negotiating with Premier Clemenceau for a treaty to regularize the
relations between the two countries. The discussion reached an advanced stage,
for Clemenceau had apparently made a tremendous effort to limit the area of
French ambitions. He felt that he had shown the maximum indulgence of which
any Frenchman could be capable without betraying his country’s cause and
historic aspirations. He therefore told Emir Faisal with his well known frank-
ness: “I advise you to settle for this treaty and sign it while I'm in power; for
[ assure you that it is impossible for me to be followed by any government that
would be even partially satisfied with what I'm willing to accept now.”

Emir Faisal was placed in a dilemma. Though personally inclined to sign
the treaty, his advisors and members of the retinue differed very sharply, some
favoring the idea, others strongly warning against it. Consequently, he decided
to do nothing until he returned to Syria and informed himself about the situation
and public opinion. He told Clemenceau that he would make up his mind after
consulting with leaders in the country.

#ue

.The news of these deliberations and the results reached Syria before Emir
Faisal's return and created great uneasiness. Upon his arrival he found the
atmosphere electric. Since everyone seemed to be excited, he put the treaty to

one side, despite his belief in its value, and surrendered to the tide flowing in
the country,

Most of the Syrian intellectuals and politicians were thinking alone new lines
and inclining to the idea of producing a fait accompli by an immediate proclama-
"0'? of independence without waiting for the Peace Conference to determine
oJria's fate. The position of the army and government in Syria was anomalous.
The-army was legally still part of the Allied forces and, like all the other troops
Stationed in the Near East, subordinate to Marshal Allenby's command. The
yrian Government was still legally a military administration ruling the.coun-
iy i“_ accordance with international law as applied to the administration of
??cupled enemy territory. It was very strange to consider the Arab army in Syria,
lke- the French, part of the occupation forces. It was even Stranger to consider
!sv}l':im Occupied territory with respect to the Arab army and to the government,

ch was composed of people from the country itself.
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This bizarre situation could be corrected only by saying frankly and openly:
“We proclaim to the entire world that this country is our country and we are
independent in it.” This action was necessary for another reason. The military
government administering the occupied enemy territory was actually 1mpedmg
progress and preventing the governmental apparatus from being set 1“1p w1th' the
freedom that it required. Indeed, when it was decided to create a Council of
Directors,” Commander in Chief Marshal Allenby objected, saying: “You have
no right to do that because it would mean the formation of a CH{'I} govemrgept.
whereas international law requires you to rule the country by a mlh'tary adml.ms-
tration.” The Arab leadership was compelled to confess that “this Couqcll 9f
Directors is purely an advisory group assisting the military governor in his
functions.” A declaration of independence was the only way to overcome these
obstacles. Public opinion thus came to focus on the idea of dgclarmg Syria
independent with Emir Faisal ibn al-Husein as her constitutional king.

The Syrian Congress representing all sections of the country passed 2 t(ilsfi'l
lution to this effect. It was read to the people from the balcony of the city 12

in Damascus and officially communicated to the Allied governments oOn March8,
1920.

#H##

The independence proclaimed on March 8th was not restricted to the eastern
zone under the active administration of the Syrian Government, but was applied
equally to the western and southern zones under the administration of the French
and British armies, respectively. The resolution of the Syrian Congress pro-
claimed the total independence of Syria within her natural boundaries and de-

manded that the Allies withdraw their troops from all the occupied zones, includ-
ing Palestine and Lebanon.

This proclamation meant abandoning the policy of a “Greater Arab State,
which was the ultimate goal of the Arab Revolt, in favor of the policy of &
“United Syrian Kingdom,” which appeared to be more in conformity W%th Ly
exigencies of world diplomacy. Nevertheless, the principle of Arab llﬂltY.“(’t
only was not ignored, but was clearly referred to in the resolution. Emir Faisal
in his opening address to the Syrian Congress on March 6, 1920 said: “And before
I close my remarks at this immortal session, I should like to remind you of youf
Iragi brethren who fought beside you and suffered so much for the fatherland.

The Congress in its historic resolution declared: “Whereas the Arab Revolt
took. place in order to liberate the Arabs from Turkish rule and the factors Sup”
porting the independence of Syria are the same as in Iraq; and whereas there
exist linguistic, historical, economic, natural, and racial bonds between the tWO
regions which make each indispensable to the other, we demand the full indepen-
dence of Iraq with a politico-economic union between the two regions.”
3 _A little before that an “Iraqi Congress” composed of Iragis then living 10
tg;l?n‘;:t' mg.de contact with the Syrian Congress, and concerted a plan to securg
s dict pendence of Iraq and unite the two regions. The said Congress passe
e ec‘.i'a“.‘)“ of Iraqi independence similar to that of Syrian independence, which

ns lhewme read to the people from the balcony of the city hall in Damascus
@lter the reading of the resolution of the Syrian Congress on March 8, 1920-

#44#
menTr?: Kl?:gel:n':) f the leaders of the Revolt and of the Syrian and Iragi states’
ot gl Syria:l iy as well as their peliet' in the need to separate the Iragi case
resolutions relatil:) view of international politics are also evident in the join!
kingdoms stripped ﬁ- w0 the flags. These required that the flags of the new Arab
as a symbol orp;h ‘rom the Ottoman Empire be identical in basic form and colof
elr singleness of purpose and striving; the banner of the Revolt
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to remain, as it was originally, the flag of Hashimite Arabia (i.e. the Hejazi
Government), with a single white star added to its red triangle for Syria and two
stars for Iraq.*

# 44

The declaration of independence occasioned great joy throughout Syria and
was received with immense satisfaction in all the other Arab countries. However,
it angered the Allies, particularly the English. They considered it an act of
insubordination and rebellion against Headquarters, a contravention of the pro-
visions of the Peace Conference, and an attack on its competence.

Lord Curzon, British Foreign Secretary, was most offended by the references
in the declaration to Palestine and Iraq. In a violent telegram he protested
that “Great Britain does not concede any group in Damascus the right to speak
about Palestine and Iraq.”

Thus, the Allies did not recognize the independence proclaimed in Syria.
They continued to regard King Faisal as a “Hashemite Emir” governing the coun-
try in his capacity as a commander of the Syrian case to the Peace Conference.
It became known subsequently that at that time French and British diplomats

were about to conclude their protracted and complicated bargaining and had
already begun to carry out the prearranged plans.

Events now followed one another swiftly as tension between France and
Syria mounted day by day. The French started forcibly to repress the manifesta-
tions of nationalism in the western zone, while they intensified their intrigues,
espionage, and use of agents provacateurs in the eastern zone. They inspired
hired newspapers in their zone to attack Syria and defame the Sherif and the
Sherifians. They warned incorruptible patriotic newspapers to couple any refer-
ence to Faisal's name with the epithet of king, closing down those which refused
to comply and punishing the editors. Mosque preachers were forbidden to allude
to King Faisal in the Friday sermons; they were forced to pray only for the
Caliph of the Moslems, Sultan Wahid al-Din. Those nationalist preachers who
disobeyed were imprisoned and then exiled. Needless to say, all these moves by
the French, which the Syrian Government had to protest, merely increased popu-
lar hatred and encouraged insurrectionist sentiments.

#HH

The disputes that arose between Syria and France went beyond what was
:elltloned above to grave questions of economic and military nature. First, the
“l'en:h established a new bank called the “Bank of Syria and Lebanon” and gave
rone Tight to issue bank notes. They brought a considerable quantity of paper

om France which they ordered to be treated as official currency for “compulsory

circulation” in the country. This decision contravened the simplest principles of

*We know that it survived as the banner of the Hashimite Arabian Government

until its collapse. The Iraqi flag retained more or less the form stipulated in the

Otement.ioned declaration of independence, but deviated somewhat after the

'::mtutlon was promulgated. The red triangle became a rhombus when the top
Cut off; the white area was transferred to the center.

::: g"“’ial Syrian flag changed considerably during the period of the mandate.
son8mrenclx at first devised a special flag for each of the petty governments they
ever oo CStablish in Syria. The tricolor was introduced into all the flags. How-

 the constituent assembly which met in 1928 restored the four Arab colors

:’m‘:‘:yrian flag and replaced the red triangle with three red stars set on a
ckground extending to the center.
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international law because it tampered with the economic slructurfa of tt;e coun:ly
in wholly arbitrary fashion. Trade among the people was norfna'll,\ base o: go‘mi |
With the coming of the British army a large quantity of Egy pnfm pou: ) |
pounds sterling equal in value to gold entergd the country. Cnrcula't'mg tl: no;;: |
printed by the French meant substituting this paper for the_» cm'xntr_\ s ﬁo A 2
Syrian Government denied France the right to issue .and circulate suc c.urtrm:z
in the western zone and at the same time they prohibited its mtmduc'uon llil t
eastern zone. The money question was to be one of the most important pan smi
which General Gouraud would later seek satisfaction in his ultimatum. Brough

into Syria by means of iron and fire, this currency was destined to be a source of
incalculable economic injury to the country.

Secondly, the Kemalist Turks had besieged the French garrisons station‘edu:
Urfa, Kilis, and Aintab. Needed reinforcements could not reach these gams'(l!:e
through Cilicia owing to the ruggedness of the terrain and the winter snows.smll
French High Command wanted to use the railroad passing through. the e; :
zone. Accordingly, the Syrian Government was requested to perm{t the ogn
and supplies to move up via Rayydq and Aleppo in order to nght' the cgm .
enemy.” However, the Syrians refused, saying: “We proclaimed our mdepen. ;:r i;
but up to now you have failed to recognize it. For this reason we cons; o
our duty to remain neutral in the struggle between the Turks and yourselves.

This dispute too was subsequently to serve General Gouraud as a pretext for
sending his ultimatum.

#Hu#

While the relations between France and Syria were thus worsening dmlex'a
European diplomacy continued its normal opportunistic course, ending in the .
Remo decision which required Syria and Lebanon to be placed under French mal:o
date and Palestine and Iraq under English mandate. This was a severe blow \
the dearest wishes of the country and the people were profoundly moved by ‘u;
Angry public demonstrations impelled the Government to take active measures

protect the country's independence and realize its holy aims. After the Cabinet
was forced to resign, its

Successor immediately announced that it was a “98{8%:‘.
Cabinet” which had assumed power for the sake of defending the country’s in
pendence with all its power.

King Faisal sent a letter to the new Prime Minister on May 3, 1920, saylwe-
“We have charged you with the formation of a new Cabinet whose main purpos
shall be to maintain security and order within and to defend the rights of e
country against all those from without who wish it harm or who try to stand m"b‘:
way of its sacred independence.” Similarly, in his letter approving the Cabiné
he asked it to strive “to realize t

he desires of the people by taking the most
effective measures to defend our sacred independence.”
The Cabinet proceeded at Once to enact a law authorizing a national loan *
provide funds for the defense effort. It also broadened the military conscription
law 10 include the entire population

- Various patriotic groups began to function-
Local uprisings throughout the western zone increased in violence and range.

armi south. The High Command concluded at
tuc::imi:: th.; {‘f:‘&mm making it possible to withdraw the bulk of mei;
invasion of the efield and mass them on the Syrian borders

north. The troops assembled under the



100,000 men, according to a statement made in Parliament after the events of
Maysaliin.

The British Government repeatedly invited King Faisal to Europe since the
day when independence was proclaimed. However, in view of the statement
issued by the Syrian Congress, officials of the Syrian Government and members
of the Congress deemed it unwise for the King to go to Europe alone prior to
international recognition of Syria’'s independence and of himself as King. They
preferred instead to send a delegation of ministers to start the negotiations to
bring this about. The delegation was actually chosen, but while the members
were busy drawing up a plan of action, French military preparations became
apparent. Thereupon King Faisal decided to go to Europe by himself, despite
the preceding considerations, and sent Nuri al-Sa‘id to Beirut to obtain General
Gouraud's consent. This was withheld since, as was subsequently revealed, the
General was getting ready to strike the fatal blow. He merely said: “We have
claims that we shall advance in a few days; we cannot authorize the Emir’s trip
to Europe until they are satisfied.” Then he added, ominously: “If the Emir
goes by another way, France will absolutely refuse to recognize him or negotiate
with him in any fashion whatever.”

The claims mentioned by General Gouraud were to be sent to the Syrian Gov-
ernment on July 14, 1920 in the form of an ultimatum, with the ensuing crisis to
endure until the Day of Maysalin.

#HH

Now that we have concluded our introductory remarks, it is worth while to

cast a glance at the moral and intellectual situation prevailing in Syria just
before the Day.

It is a known fact that the nationalist idea in Syria remained more or less
latent throughout the war. The parties and societies organized to realize it con-
fined themselves chiefly to aiding the Revolt against the Turks and working to
ensure its success. They felt little need to worry about or prepare for what
'Olllfl come afterwards. The entrance into Damascus of the army of the Revolt
and its total occupation of Syria within one month abruptly produced a revolution-
ary new situation about which the people were not geared to think effectively.
Therefore, the planners and administrators in Syria had to assume exceedingly
complex and crushing burdens. These men had lived for years in a state of intel-
lectual siege which was not conducive to obtaining adequate and accurate infor-
mation on the realities of world politics. The suddenness of developments led
t0 utter confusion. Some people were unfailingly optimistic, while others went
10 the extremes of pessimism. Some gave vent to the wildest of desires, and
Some feared the most insignificant of problems. Some oscillated between fervid
gg’“‘“m and morbid pessimism, depending on circumstances and events. More-
e a few still fe_lt an emotional attachment to the Ottoman regime; there were

a few who believed in the necessity of alien rule.

Pl:;l:estimably. these conditions are the natural concomitants of every poli-
ok nt qlt and every unexpected revolution. They usually subside with the pas-
i tatl:lne as thoughts become settled and sound minds and constructive ele-
P eR over. The reverse of the normal, however, occurred in the case of
aafing evolt; for the confusion engendered by the new situation not only

ued, but became worse with each day. The reason is that the Revolt

collided wi
outside 8:;:‘“:*_10 formidable obstacle of foreign diplomacy without gaining any

tica

& ;:aiis tatrue that the English aided the Revolt in its early stages, but they did
oo rntly and never without reservations. They provided the troops of the
» 10r example, with supplies and ammunition in very stingy fashion, doling
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them out only to the degree they considered necessary to carry out the activities

they themselves wanted. Moreover, even this meager help rapidly dwindled aftg

the war because Great Britain had designs on a large portion of the country, the
same land for which the Revolt was launched.

England was undoubtedly sincere in her aversion to seeing France dominate
Syria. She nevertheless found herself compelled to go along with French aspin:
tions in Syria and Lebanon owing to her intentness on ruling Palestine and Iraq

The basic objectives of the Revolt could have been attained only by thwart
ing the ambitions of these two countries, which were the major victors in the wa
and which, following America's withdrawal from the European diplomatic scene,
were the only powers able to manipulate world politics in behalf of their special
interests. The leaders of the Revolt had to work under these complicated and
adverse circumstances, to formulate and, even more difficult, execute plans &

ensure its success. Their problems were aggravated by chaotic internal condi
tions.

Sound policy required the classifying and arranging of problems in order o
importance with a view to sacrificing, if necessary, some of the lesser objectives
for the sake of the greater. But how could this be done? Each group of intellec
tuals and politicians was related to a country that had special problems created
?y international ambitions and they felt therefore more sensitive to these prob

ems than to those of the other countries. A Palestinian, for example, regarded
Zionism as the maj

or enemy, whereas a Syrian held French aims to be the greates!
of dangers to the Arab cause, and an Iraqi spoke of the need to revolt agains
the English before anything else. Everyone could present hundreds of proofs fof
the correctness of his pos

ition.
Besides this welter of beliefs resulting from the nature of things and the fac
g;tﬂll‘l’ ec:knncemodpmma absolutely sincere, there was the confusion caurst:go:'ie
€ss, French intri ' vachery 0
with private grudges. rigues, a spirit of reaction, and treachery

#HH
A 2“8 then was the situation in Syria when, after considerable bargaining
is &ee‘:,s:::' IWo great colonial powers reached an accord among themselves

the moral atmosphere in Syria at the time of the arrival of 1
French ultimatum that led to the events of z;ysalﬁn.




PART II

FACTS AND MEMOIRS
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Introduction

THE CRISIS OVER REPLACEMENT

The memoirs I am about to set forth on the following pages are
limited to those directly concerned with the Day of Maysallin. How-
ever, I thought it a good idea to begin with a portion of my notes
bearing upon another crisis that occurred some eight months prior to
the Day of Maysaliin as a result of the decision to replace the British
troops with French troops in certain sections of the eastern zone.
The reason is my belief that this decision was the first attempt by
the French to attain the objectives that were spelled out in their
ultimatum delivered just before the Day of Maysallin. I may say that
the events leading up to the Day were actually military operations
designed to crush the uprisings that broke out in the eastern zone in
connection with the crisis over replacement of the British troops.

November 1919

Late one evening some time after my retirement from active service, I was at
my home reading when Yasin al-Hishimi surprised me by calling. He seemed
greatly upset by the developments of the past few days. “I have come to ask you
to stop thinking about education for the present,” he began. “I want you to attend

tomorrow's meeting of the Council of Directors and help to avert the danger now
facing us.”

Several months ago I had submitted my resignation as Director General of
Education because of a difference of opinion with the Military Governor General
over many matters concerned with the course of governmental procedures in
general and the organization of education in particular. The dispute came to a
head at the end of October when I felt that I could no longer do useful work. I
decided therefore to resign in order to escape the consequences of acts conflict-
ing with cherished principles and plans.

Emir Zaid, who was then the deputy of his brother Emir Faisal, did not accept
the resignation and asked me to continue. However, under the circumstances I
thought it unwise to retain administrative responsibility and so, despite the pres-
Sure exerted by Emir Zaid and my many friends, resigned. It was during this
period of retirement that Yasin paid me the visit mentioned above.

Yasin spoke fervently in an effort to convince me of the necessity of putting
Off educational matters and promptly returning to the field of political action.. He
explained the crisis in foreign relations which arose while I was in seclusion.
The English decided to withdraw their troops from the western and eastern zones
and have French troops take their place in the districts of Rashayd, Hasbaya,
:':d Baalbek. They have informed us of this decision, Yasin said, and of their
tention of carrying it out soon. French occupation of these districts in accord-
ance with this decision would mean executing the terms of the Sykes-Picot Agree-
llnem in its entirety. If we permit them to take this step now, we shall definitely
;“ every hope of correcting the situation later on. Therefore, we must at all
Si8 prevent the occupation of these districts.
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“The Military Governor General,” he added impassionately, “is inclining 10
appeasement not resistance; our other colleagues are very frightened and hesi-
tant. You must come to the meeting tomorrow so that we can overcome the .Spll'll
of defeatism and decide to fight. I think you will agree that the matter is ex:

tremely serious and must come before anything else, however important it may
be.”

He concluded with these words:

“It you aren't present at the meeting, I'm afraid we won't get_the necessary
majority to vote for resistance. So I beg you to lay aside _for the um:a being your
concern with education and help us handle this situation right away.

The crisis, as Yasin described it, moved me deeply and I found myself f?i“_e‘?
to admit that it had to take precedence over all the considerations that had im
pelled me to resign and g0 into retirement.

_ Do you think our army is strong enough to put up a real fight?" I asked
Yasin.

“I haven't the slightest doubt of it!” he answered unhesitatingly.

I knew that Yasin possessed considerable military ability which both ‘Tlﬂfmt?
and German officers fully appreciated. I had no choice but to rely on his Jur?'gm
ment and hasten to discharge the duty laid upon me in this emergency. I told il
that I would abandon my retirement the following morning. I came to the meeu‘nsg‘
of the Council of Directors where I vigorously supported the idea of all-out rgsl:l'
tance. I succeeded in overcoming the spirit of timidity and defeatism S0 quUiCKY

; in the
that even the Military Governor General was forced to go along with us 1n
decision to fight.

The Government promptly adopted the measures necessary to forestall etrl::
occupation of the above-mentioned districts. The English and French .GOV ny
ments were simultaneously informed that an advance by French troops into Zn'
part of the eastern zone would lead to bloody clashes and have the gravest c[er'
sequences. The Allies tried to soften the effect of their decision by Cha"a‘r:mal
izing it as a temporary expedient that would not in any way prejudice the

: : eral
settlement. This explanation deceived no one and failed to dispel the gen
nervousness about the future of the country.

Another step taken by the Government was to convoke the ngeral SY:;:';
Congress in order to obtain an expression of public opinion on this mome;'n it
issue. The Congress met on October 22, 1919 (no sessions were he}d a ted 2
had presented its views to the American Commission of Inquiry) and -llSteKesub
an address delivered by the Military Governor in the name of Emir Zaid. %
Sequent secret session resulted in a firm resolution that “duty to [he'peO:’n
whose hopes and desires it represented required them to defend the “U"“y lar-
independence of their country”. The resolution concluded by proposing “a dec o
ation of the absolute independence of Syria. . . free from the blemishes of a4 p:he
tectorate or trusteeship, within the borders defined by the Syrian Congress in
resolution submitted to the American Commission of Inquiry”.

All newspapers, parties, clubs, societies, etc., showed great enthusiasm ar::
through a host of articles, demonstrations, and speeches endorsed the ided X
defending the country and its independence. At the same time considerable ¢0
respondence and discussions went on between Damascus and Beirut on one h-al.ll
and between these two cities and Paris on the other, and between Emir F‘"S"e
and M. Clemenceau in Paris. The French were ultimately forced to renounc

their plan and to content themselves with sending liaison officers to Hasbayd:
Rashayd, and Rayiq.
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The British evacuated their troops from these districts and all parts of the
eastern zone without French troops moving in after them. Thus, the crisis was
resolved in favor of Syria.

###

Later on when I studied King Faisal’s papers and read the account of his
meetings with Clemenceaun, I learned that the question of replacing the British
troops had interested the French long before the crisis. Clemenceau spoke to
Emir Faisal about it at the end of his first journey to Paris and before the Com-
mission of Inquiry went to Syria. He said to him during their conversation at the
War Ministry on April 16, 1919:

“The British will withdraw from Damascus and Aleppo, and I should like our
forces to take their place.”

~ “I can't agree to that,” said Emir Faisal promptly, “because Syria can do
without foreign soldiers. If she happens to need them later on, she will not hesi-
tate to ask you for a helping hand.”

“I don’t want to occupy the country,” Clemenceau replied. “I say that only
because of the present situation. If it were up to me, I wouldn’t argue for a
moment; in fact, I would agree to do everything you wanted. However, the French
DGOp}e would not be pleased if no trace of France's presence in Syria were to
remain. If France were not to be represented in Syria by her flag and troops, the
people would consider it a disgrace, like the flight of a soldier from the battle-
field. Wg don’t want to send a large force, only a few troops. . . and there will
be no objection to placing your flag alongside ours.”

There you have it—France’s failure to be represented in Syria by her flag

and soldiers would be regarded by the French as something shameful, like flight
from battle!

crisilg :)k\l;e light of these words spoken by Clemenceau seven months prior to the
at the er .replacement, I found it strange that he should give up th.e occupatl.on
cov crucial moment. I decided to do some research on the subject and dis-

ered t}}e following facts: (1) the French at that time lacked sufficient man-
f:;?eéo impose their will upon the Syrian Government; (2) they had not as yet
in interi ansa\gf_eement with the English that would assure them freedom of action
King F'a;); 1Yr1a; and (3) Clemenceau was then trying to negotiate a treaty with
was ho efal reconciling Arab aspirations and French interests. As long as he
mutual ‘l)mél of solving the entire Syrian problem by means of negotiation and
occupyin erstanding, he did not think it sensible to befog the atmosphere by
carryin g a few smal‘l cities. Be that as it may, Clemenceau refrained from
districfs out the decision to replace British with French troops and'the seve;al
police by keDt_under Syrian administration and surveillance by Syrian security

until the crisis over the ultimatum occurred.

###

appr?eHCh politicians, principally Poincaré, bitterly criticized Clemenceau’s
all heaCh and asserted that France's retreat in this matter was the root cause of
T subsequent difficulties in Syria until the Day of Maysaliin.
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THE CRISIS OVER THE ULTIMATUM

July 1920

News reaching us from Paris and Beirut told of France's massing large nuir
bers of troops on the frontiers of the eastern zone. Likewise secret repors
prepared by the Directorate General of Security indicated that myrmidons of the
French and their agents were carrying on extensive propaganda in various se
tions of the eastern zone. Many traitors, officials and non-officials, were on the
French payroll, working to spread dissatisfaction and despair among the citizenty:

As against this, the recruitment of soldiers in the eastern zone was.proceed'
ing apace. The Ministry of Defense issued a series of communiqués to 1pforrp us
of the progress made throughout the country. Newspapers kept on PUbljSh.mg fieny
articles to intensify patriotic sentiment. From time to time there were noisy _masz
demonstrations in the streets and public squares designed to show the readmi:e
of the populace to make whatever sacrifices might be necessary to preserve
independence and honor of the country.

Everything pointed to the imminence of a grave crisis that would determ:f
the fate of the country once and for all. After the months of hesitation and exp On
tancy following the announcement of the armistice and the end of the war.

July 11th the tension exploded with the news that a French ultimatum was o the
way.

###

Having decided to travel to Europe to present the Syrian case to the pgac:
Conference, King Faisal deputized Niri al-Said, who was a member of his retin®®
at that time, to go to Beirut and ask General Gouraud to make the necess’
arrangements. The General refused, stating that he had prepared a f orma} ulno
matum for issuance within a few days and that he would not allow the King '
travel to Eurczpe until he accepted the conditions set forth therein. He Te"“‘m
to Nuri al-Sa‘id the most important of them, viz.: (a) placing the Rayaq'me"?
Railroad under French management; (b) acquiescing in the French m?"dathé
(c) halting the draft and discharging those already in uniform; (d) accepting tho
paper currency printed by the Syrian Bank; and (e) punishing the criminals ¥
have continuously showed enmity toward France.

ircles
The terms of the ultimatum created an uproar in official government circle

as well as among all classes of the population. The Government’s attitude
;;rd these demands could be easily &gicmd from the events of recent monmsé
de:is?xisting regime had been in power since the publication of the San R\e;:s
. ons regarding the mandate when it openly declared that its basic task In
O organize and perfect the means of defending the country’s independence. =
e Gener:'iuson it took a number of active measures which were all approved rn)-
e o y;ian Congress in behalf of the people. Consequently, the Gove
on.. o seekaix ternative now but to reject the French demands. It was deemu,e
principles of elp by appealing to the conscience of the civilized world 'and. n
Pr P of the Allies and to ask that the case be submitted to a’b‘"a.”o '
Ompt action was taken without waiting for the ultimatum to arrive officially-
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In addition, the Government decided to reveal its attitude to the nation and the
world from the platform of the General Syrian Congress. On July 13th the Con-
gress heard an explanatory statement, which ended as follows:

“Having protested General Gouraud's behavior, which does not comport with
that of an ally, and requested referral of the case to international arbitration, our
Government now proclaims to the people and to the entire world from this plat-
form that:

“(1) We desire nothing but peace and the preservation of our independence
and honor on which we shall tolerate no blemish;

“(2) We reject every accusation that seeks to stigmatize us by creating the
false impression that we are trying to damage the good relations between our ally
and our allies;

“(3) We do not refuse to negotiate and will do so at any time. Indeed, the
delegation headed by His Majesty the King is ready to depart to continue the
discussions. We will accept any solution that does not infringe our independence
and honor and is based on right and independence;

“(4) We are fully prepared and unalterably resolved to defend our honor and
prerogatives with all the strength God has given us.

“This then is our present position, gentlemen, just as we have outlined it to

aon. God is with us, for we desire only our right and the defense of our exis-
nce.”

The official ultimatum arrived on the day after this statement was read. The
French apparently decided to deliver it on the anniversary of their great revolu-

tion, of which they are inordinately proud and which they assert is the source of
the freedoms of the whole world.

& ':l;:hgrocument begins. with a long preface containing a review of events since
Saatet awal.or the British troops and charges the Syrian Government with or-
p00plens lguemlla bands to harass the French and stir up hatred among t_he
Nk t then lists the conditions—the same ones transmitted orally to Nuri

—Wwhich the Syrians must fulfill, noting that freedom to administer the

ﬁ:{l‘f(l- Baalbek, Homs, Hama, and Aleppo stations along with the city of Aleppo

'ho;?le:ehic“ve conditions, the ultimatum adds, are offered “as an invisible

within four dl;mus.t be accepted or rejected in toto. The answer is to be returned
ceders myst bYB.'l.e. before midnight of July 18th. Should the terms be accepted,
they procesd : given to the Syrian authorities not to hinder the French forces as
Beceseyr . d°c°“Py the above-mentioned stations. Likewise before July 18th,
conditions | y decrees must be issued to carry out the other conditions. The
n their entirety will have to be complied with by the end of the month.

“Dlll:ntth: :;;’;l;t that they are rejected, the ultimatum warns that the French Gov-

th the l’e“m:'ebcomplete freedom of action and, moreover, will not be satisfied
fortunes likely :ol: guarantees requested therein. Responsibility for the mis-
erment glope. efall the country will rest squarely with the Damascus Gov-

Al
tive, ls::::c&t:?: were that Damascus would become the primary military objec-
Short, no more thsmnce between this city and the French centers was extremely
Qickly beeome an 60 kilometres, the position of the Government would very

t We move th::memable. I therefore suggested to my colleagues in the Cabinet
of transferring treasury along with important documents to Dir@ in anticipation
al-Dip al-Dun,‘i-, he Government there too should the need arise. However,Al®

vehemently opposed my idea, saying: “You don't know the
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people of Hawrdn; by God they'll butcher.us.' ﬂe rgp_eatgd thlrs :l:m;rnitist:::r:ll
times and passed his right hand over his left in imitation gre i
slaughter. Each time I urged the step as a prgcautlpnary_me?zl. ?’\zmah, e
by al-Durubi's gesture. Since all the others, mplu@mg Yusu Z

to take my proposal seriously, I decided not to insist.

###

i i t optimisn.

Yisuf al- Azmah worked very energetically z}nd with a showdg‘freglr::mefm‘ -

He even wanted to issue official communiqugs on mllltall;)é mpression ths
objected and advised a delay in order to avoid creating t

i eadiness to su
were initiating hostilities after we proclaimed to the world our r
mit our case to arbitration.

the names d

Yusuf concluded the necessary arrangements and_the;n tgldwiz placed wde

the combat leaders. Mijdal fAnjar, the most important r(th{Ef of staff. Yish

the command of Emir Zaid with Yasin al-Hashimi as hx: evacustiof 0k

had been interned by the British after the crisis over theere 1 et 160 seveﬂl

released two months later and returned to Damascus w I thought it approp*
times. Since the last occasion was more than'a month ago,

i\
: is home utterl
ate to visit him before his departure for the battlefield. I left hi
bewildered.

= and
i d me fra,nkly"
“Our army as it is now cannot defend the country. YaSI;l :t?;,n puser oy
emphatically. “It cannot hold out against the enemy for mor

: ]
a2 g t radiated f10
This statement flatly contradicted the spirit of optimism tha
Yisuf al- Azmah.

the
- cement of
“Didn’t you tell me at the time of the crisis ov"erI ﬂ;i ef(iepla

British troops that we could easily defend ourselves? a .

3 " he quicklf
“Yes, but the situation has changed radically since tﬁiieizti’,e have donf
replied. “The French have brought in reinforcements, “:iuring the parades. u
practically nothing. . . The guns which passed before you woaldn't be enouge
Wwe have only a very small number of shells for them. _Theyse of regular warfar
for a battle lasting over an hour. I can tell you that in ca 2
the army would be without ammunition in less than two hours.

i stafd Ni
As T left, confused and demoralized, I decided to call Z?l ?ﬁﬁh 2 his 8
simple and well-intentioned man whom I got to know quite w

: bt e military
as Deputy Military Governor General. I asked his opinion of th
tion.

<mah, ?
ervice
situd

e bout
. thinking &
“We will fight when we are ordered to do so. . . without
whether we will win or lose,” he said calmly.

“But I should 1i
serious war,”

8
- carry 0%

ke to know,” I cried, “if we have the matérial to
im

a markable s
“The truth is we do not have enough,” he answered WI:)llliI:; us to capt¥f
plicity. “However, God, praise be to Him, will help by enﬁfl, nt the enemy Wit
supplies at the first clash between our forces. We will the.n 1 in North Africd:
What we take from him, just as we did in the battles of Tripoli

be
: battles t°
I was shocked by what T heard because I fully realized that the e
fought in the mountaj

S
ed to tho
Ins and on the plains of Syria qould not be compar
that took place on the shores and deserts of Tripoli.

###
Following

this conversatio
al- Azmah,

ssul

k with yusv

n I thought it my duty tohave a frank talk Wi
I reported Yiasin

act
d on
's views and asked if they were base
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yisuf didn't conceal anything from me. “My dear friend,” he answered in
Turkish, “I was bluffing. . . to fool the French.”

“But you see that things have passed the stage of bluff. We are now facing
a real threat. Can we repel the enemy by force of arms?”

“If King Faisal had gone along with us from the beginning, we could have
done something. . . but now. . ." he said sadly.

The gravity of our position then became clear to me. The eastern zone which
we controlled was cut off from the sea and surrounded on all sides by French or
British occupied territory, except for the deserts of Nejd and the Hejaz. This
made the supply problem very difficult, especially as regards shells, since it
necessarily depended on the attitude of France and England. Both would natur-
ally refuse to help. Moreover, the English were always parsimonious with sup-
plies for the Arab army, even during the war. Our weakness in ordnance was
pronounced, but every effort to remedy it proved futile. Hence, when Syria was
surprised by the ultimatum her army lacked the resources to stand up to an organ-
ized enemy for more than a few hours.

This unexpected revelation of our military weakness forced me to revise my
thinking about the crisis. Rejection of the conditions of the ultimatum would
lead to a war in which our army would be swiftly crushed and Syria lose every-
thing, including honor, and come under the direct administration of the French.
The interest of the country, therefore, dictated acceptance of the ultimatum,
followed by an attempt to lighten the pressure by negotiation and discussion.

Once I made up my mind to this effect, I hastened to communicate with my
colleagues. I learned that most of them had become depressed by the ultimatum
even before they found out about the critical military situation, but they didn’t
dare to disclose their feelings to one another. When the matter came out into the
open, they eagerly supported acceptance of the conditions.

As for {(ins Faisal, I discovered that he too shared this view. After a meet-
:?l"m':“h Yasin al-Hashimi he felt more convinced of it than before. He was
ed by British advice not to reject the ultimatum. Nevertheless, he wanted
mlsri:;m' 80 he inviteq the army chiefs to a conference from which he emerged
e that active resistance was an impossibility. Thus, there was unanimity
OPlnion regarding the necessity of accepting the conditions.

#u#

de mﬁ?.ﬁ With the ultimatum General Gouraud sent a letter in which he explicitly
pledges wh? :“’ government. As he wrote: “I cannot be confident that the
mented jif mc I have the honor to request of Your Royal Highness will be imple-

€ present Government is to be responsible therefor. Its remaining in

ofice implies ho
stility to F ;
horrors of war, ¥ to France since it has struggled to drag your country into

ano;l;e,' ‘:hi;:ge““ve that our cabinet resign immediately and be replaced by

ed YT Would be best headed by Yasin al-Hashimi. King Faisal then

asking for a :,m and gave him this assignment. He also wrote to General Gouraud

midnight of g Wo-day extension of the ultimatum. The General agreed and set
€ 20th as the new deadline.

Yisi
vanteq | DOWever, hesitated a long time. I learned from him later on that he

ted t
before heoml::k" contact with the French in order to discover their intentions
thought j © a final decision. Since he was unsuccessful in this attempt, he

t
be better ;:d““ble to be excused from forming a cabinet, saying that it would

N the crj ave the old ministry accept the conditions and then form a new one
81 over the ultimatum passed.
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The government therefore remained in power uunldu:e l::st dltyd?:‘i:':m
' ' 3 C itions.
' for acceptance or rejection of the con
zo;:e;l&rﬂ;tug:) the after?\oon of the 20th and adopted all the necessary measures

to carry out the conditions, including the issuance of orders to demobilize the
army.

After we concluded our work Faris al-Khuri groaned and said philosophically:

“There is no doubt that we have done everything .requ"e(::i:?e??&‘e‘:?ll
duty and the welfare of the country, but the people won A lappfse be sols SR
maintain that we lost the chance for victory. There will . “aivar and struggie!
say ‘they should have rejected the ultimatum and chosen

' jate it |
‘Abd al-Rahm@n Shahbandar demurred. “No. . . the people will apprec

" ill realize
sooner or later and know that we saved them from a disaster. They w
that our action entitles us to their full esteem.

- 2y ’ i or Shah
As for myself, I paid no attention either to al-Khuri's observation

inful duty
bandar’s refutation because 1 sincerely felt that we had performed a pain
and I didn't want to think of anything beyond that.

_ ' inion be:

The government's decision created a tremendous stir l"Tll’]‘;bl‘::o;& claimed

cause very few were familiar with the real reasons for 1t.' ¢ office. Theydi
that the government acted the way it did simply out of love o

not know that General Gouraud's letter demanded a new governme

accepting the ultimatum meant at the same time agreeing to the change.

d urged the
Boisterous street orations called for the fall of the 80}’9'“"1’9;‘; :’; “:fmp; 0
people to defend themselves. One mob rushed to the Citade i

£ ]-Hashim
break in and arm themselves with the guns to be found there. Yasin a
himself had to go to

milled
the Citadel and calm the demonstrators. Another mob
through the streets i

ing * ith
n the direction of the royal palace shouting “Down W
government.” Occasionally,

: s00
a voice could be heard accusing Faisal of trea
and asking him to abdicate.

J he heard
The King was terribly distressed by these demonstrations. When
that they were moving

upon th bees
befor e palace, he became angrier than he l:;:: 1;';:" *
fore and screamed “] Wwill not be intimidated.” He wanted to or bod
guard to disperse th

: ed in
@ crowds. Only after enormous effort did wel:cuecct:d'h
averting the danger by preventing the bodyguard from leaving the pa
rioters from approaching it. We

> ooth
remained in the palace until past mndnig:;i:y ré
ing the nerves of the King on one hand and adopting measures to P
people on the other.

t, |
I returned home just before dawn and as I lay in bed completely wor:oo:n i
could not help but think about the onerous burdens that were to weigh s mysel!
in the days to come. believed that our cabinet would definitely ’°sl81n'str088“
included. My mind then became engrossed with thoughts of the civi ilitay
;l.:h the French that was likely to begin after the conclusion of the
se,

LR
The next morning we were Startled by reports that the French ﬂ l:::
marched from Shutirah and 2 to Mijdal Anjar, Wadi al-Harir, { the
moved on toward the ca encountering any resistance because 0
army’s demobilj thdrawal from Mijdal Anjar. ol
The occupation of wj -Harir t mentioned 2
the conditions listed in zﬁ“ ulftinj” s L i t'ﬁ:: ?‘gencb operation
the impact of a thunderbojt,

S

P




King Faisal summoned Colonel Cousse, the French liaison officer, for an
explanation. Cousse was obviously bewildered and unable to say what these
movements meant. He promised to leave at once to obtain an explanation and to

try to halt the advance of the troops.

We awaited Cousse’s return with impatience. We prudently decided to stop
the demobilization and instructed the units to remain where they were pending
the issuance of new orders.

Cousse returned in the afternoon. He said: “The telegram accepting the
conditions of the ultimatum was late in reaching General Gouraud because wires
were cut in the region of Sarghiyd. The General ordered the advance before he
got the telegram.”

Colonel Cousse then suggested that a government official be sent to <Klayh
to reach an understanding on the matter with General Gouraud. I don’t know why
everyone immediately agreed that this mission should be assigned to me. King
Faisal, who was present at the meeting. applauded the idea and ordered his
secretary Awni fAbd al-Hadi to prepare the necessary credentials. He asked me
to come to his office before leaving the palace to pick up the letter and get some
instructions.

Yisuf al- ‘K;mah approached and whispered in my ear: “I am going to the
front to do what I can to organize the troops, so please get me as much time as

;p::slble.' I promised to do my best, bade him good-by, and went to King Faisal's
m.

He read to me two telegrams of which we knew nothing. The first was sent
by him to General Gouraud on July 18/19, 1920, and stated that he had decided
10 accept the conditions; the second, General Gouraud’'s answer, thanked the
King for accepting the conditions and asked him to send a final telegram of
:::"Punce mentioning the conditions in detail. These two telegrams were of
by C“;:i::t i;npo_nanpe because they invalidated the General's pretext, as reported
- 8 e, for issuing the ordey to advance. After I copied them carefully, I left

room to get ready for the vital task assigned to me at this critical juncture.

umw‘h:n I returned to the ministerial chamber to say good-by, it was suggested
should :';my officer go along in case something connected with military matters
se. I had hardly expressed assent when Abd al-Rahmin Shahbandar,

who had been talkin :
g in a corner of the roo t ¥
advised me to take Jami]. m with Jamil al-Ulashi, came over and

mll:::;utsl;;t b.leamilh'was a member of the retinue of His Majesty and that he
consisted of 1jtt) én his representative in Beirut. Since our personal contacts
5 Sbirsote q more than a few sporadic conversations, I was unfamiliar with
rorviews. However, I saw no need to worry about this owing to my

conviction t g
eral Gom'audl,mt military questions would not be a topic of discussion with Gen-

#u#
En Route to ‘Alayh

and Ja . Cus in the afternoon in an open car together with Colonel Toulat
:1:‘:1.'381&8&[:12 d'l‘he car moved very slowly because of the cars, mule and

ad 10 stop .umu etachments of soldiers crowding the road. Sometimes the
Dimds was s the pedestrians made way for us. When our progress at al-
where they were i:Y soldiers, al-Ulashi asked them where they had come from,
nndmmﬁ" g 10, how many they were, and what they were doing. Since

A-Ulashj i 'rurm:;r abic, I felt that these questions were dangerous. I said to



“Don’t forget that our friend knows Arabic. He may benefit from these ques

tions by learning a good deal about our military situation. So don’t ask any mor
on
questions.”

i ime we stopped he pre-
ing al-Ulashi desisted, but the next tim v
tend?d ttl::“ha::":::::otten what I had told him and began to interrogate the s
diers again. I repeated my caution in a sharper tone:

L % ‘
“Didn’t I tell you not to ask such questions?. You're a soldier and ough
to realize the harm that might result from what you're doing.

' ish him i
When the car came to a halt for the third time, I deqxded ;osa:g;n:n:) e
advance. Al-Ulashi refrained from questioning the soldiers. In .

r hé iticizi
to babble with Toulat in some foreign language, apparently harshly criticizing
the advance of the French troops.

: . ily solved.

“The matter isn’t important,” said Toulat. “I think 1t Nin Zie‘::ftfa" s

The army should stop where it is. . . but let the officers an(’gWin be settied’
Damascus, as spiritual compensation, and the whole thing

' im against
Al-Ulashi vehemently disputed Toulat’s statements. I had to warn him ag
quarreling and expressing an opinion on any subject.

: . ing the
After we crossed Khan Maysaliin and reached the lootlulls' ?‘zzrl?:aktl \?ﬁsul
Wadl' al-Zurziir, we noticed a large number of soldiers. We lear

. fortify it
al- Azmah selected this place as a new front and had already begun to
by having trenches dug throughout the area.

uard with

They told us what happened there several hours ago. A Frenc:n:a:?l:.s e

two tanks reached the entrance to the Wadi al-Qarn just ‘berurt:a ?1 s i

immediately responded with rifle and artillery fire, forcing t.fl ekt
one knew where they encamped. This indicated that we were clos

: : alking 0
base of operations and would soon meet some of their units. As I wasWw
the car after bidd

! the arm
ing farewell to our men, Yiisuf al- Azmah took me under

and whispered: | g
“I repeat what I asked in Damascus: get us as much time as y

#a#
ss of the
Our car descended the slope at half speed because of the ruggedne
terrain, then crossed the Wad

isti

al-Zurzir into the Wadi al-Qarn Whostzetn?di:i
roads extended throughout its length. As the evening shadows 1enlg kilometres
had to go much more slowly than before. After penetrating severa s with two
into the heart of the valley, we came upon a column of French soldier g
tanks cautiously retreating. When the leader saw Colonel Toulat, whowildermeﬂ‘

m, he approached us and in a tone of be g

escribed what had happened. “They fired o
forced us to pull back. , .»

Toulat immediat

' the road
ely got out of the car and walked over to the side of
with the officer.

head-
He rejoined us shortly, saying: “We shall soon reach
quarters,”
#Ha
We wound our way through the
al-Judaydah, W v

t of
Wadi al-Qarn until we reached the deser
€ Saw many lights in

uar
the distance and surmised that the hela??ﬂe‘“
ters were located there. Upon our arrival at the encampment Colonel Tould

off to find the commanding officers.

us to the maijn

; orte
He returned after some time a"dd ersf)f
tent where we were introduced to General Goybet, leade
» and Colone] Pettelat, Genera) Gouraud’s chief of staff.

&



“The government accepted all the conditions in _the ultimagumv and dem:);ﬂ;
ized the army,” I began. “You can vouch for that since you dxldn t enceonutrlx .
single military unit all along your line of march. The operation is appar - yeral
result of an unfortunate misunderstanding. I am now on my way to meet Gen =
Gouraud in ‘Z\layh and I should like you to halt your troops right where they a
now until I see him.”

“We are soldiers,” Colonel Pettelat objected, “and know nothing about dlp:’?—
macy—we never think about it. We were ordered to march., so we marched. We
can't stop our advance now, which is proceeding according to plan, for some
diplomatic reason.”

“Nevertheless,” he added less sharply, “since we are ;esponsible fo;clgzll"t
tary actions, we can arrange a 24-hour truce with you, provided that you p
certain conditions.”

With that he led me to a large bed on which was spread a detailed map illu.rg:
inated by a lamp. Putting his finger on the site of the encampment, he said:

“This is where we are now. I see no harm in stopping here until the morning
of the day after tomorrow if you fulfill these two conditions: (1) the valley
passing under the foothills of Khan Maysaliin shall be considered as the d1v1du.1g
line between the two forces—the Arabs to move behind it and the French to gain
freedom of action in this direction; and (2) supplies needed by the 'Frexjch troops
here shall be transported by railroad from Raydq to al-Takiyah station. Pettelat
kept pointing to the valley, the station, and the railroad.

“If you do not accept these two conditions,” he concluded, “we shall be
forced to continue according to plan.”

What T knew about the present Syrian military situation left me no foomhfor
hesitation in accepting them. I then returned to the foothills of Maysalun where
I conveyed the truce terms to our leaders. Yusuf al- Azmah and Emir Zaid were
obviously delighted at my arrangements with the French.

###

We went back to al-Judaydah and continued on to (Klayh. When we crosse:f
the desert of al-Judaydah and entered the wadis behind it, we began to meet car

;lans of automobiles, mules, soldiers, and cannon moving toward al-JudEY%R:s:
¢ had to stop from time to time, so our progress through the Wadi al-Harir

xtremely slow,

We reached al-Murayjat at dawn. There, were piles of ammunition a.m(i1 eg::;gé

' on both sides of the road. We made ‘Alayh several hours later aa o g

'0to a large garden. Toulat led us to a corner facing the sea and Beirut. 5 G} v

% to ourselves for a while and when he came back announced that Gen
Uraud was ready to see me in his office.

men!

###
In (Klayh—wit.h General Gouraud

Genera) Gouraud was standing in front of a large desk. We. shook hands—s-il::
ved his left hand—and he motioned me to sit down on the chair placed oppo e
% desk. 1 noticed that the right sleeve of his jacket hung empty g‘m;nes
Shoulder and 1 recalled that he had lost his right arm during Fhe Dardan

“4Tpaign. The General sat in military fashion, erect and head high. % w

isal, he began

spe:k“er v fheF ?tems listed in the
Wtimay he text from memory,

3 ing the letter of credentials signed by Kin
Il a quiet, dry voice. He enumerated one by.O.ne
Um using the identical words, as though reciting U
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without the omission or addition of a single detail. He then. told “how he waf
forced to send the ultimatum and how he agreed to extend the time by two days.
He then came to the answer of acceptance.

“I waited for it until midnight. . . and even a little longer," he sa..id. “Since
it failed to come, I ordered the army to march. The telegram announcing accept-
ance of the conditions arrived half an hour later.”

I listened attentively until he paused. “You must have‘ knqwn at the sa;n;
time that the telegram had been delivered to your representative in Damascus
hours before midnight.”

“Yes,” he replied promptly, “I did know that, but the telegram was l:iﬂfl""
tunately delayed en route more than ten hours. I found out later that the :_W{
was caused by a guerrilla band which cut the telegraph lines between al-Zab ant
and Sarghaya.” He added sternly: “Since the policy followed by your Governmen!

encouraged the formation of such bands, the responsibility for the delay must
naturally rest with you.”

I decided to elaborate. “Your representative surely knew that the gpvernmeﬂ:
did not content itself with accepting the conditions; it even sought to 1m_plel:.l'3“m
them by ordering demobilization of the army and withdrawal of the units “:)e
their positions. As a result, the people became so resentful that they had to .’
restrained by force. Your officers must have observed with their own eyes évi
dence of compliance with the conditions from the first step forward }hat the):
took, since they encountered no military resistance in strategically importad

& 4 . : e
Mijdal Anjar, or throughout the Wadi al-Harir, despite its naturally impregnabl
position.”

. e
“Yes,” Gouraud said, “I know all that and admit it; but what could I do? Th
telegram didn’t arrive in time.”

I then thought of remindin

g him of the personal telegram which King Faisal
had sent him.

“But, General, you undoubtedly remember that King Faisal sent you 2 tele-

gram, dated July 18/19, to say that he had accepted the conditions in the(iil‘ I?i[:l.l
tirety. You certainly received it, as proved by the fact that you answere
with an expression of satisfaction and gratitude. . .”

“Yes, but I asked him to confirm
interrupted. “Likewise my request w
but included executing them as well.”

e » he
the contents of the telegram offlcmll.Y; nI;
as not limited to accepting the conditions:

. ; d
“The request mentioned in the ultimatum merely required that a start shoul

requ \ r
be made in implementing it, and this is what has actually happeﬂed-, Asmf:n
implementing everything, the ultimatum itself provided a much longer time ds
that. The time limit has not yet expired; in fact, according to the text, it exten
to the end of the month.”

“But the tele

gram which I sent in answer to the Emir's asked for official col
firmation of the a

cceptance with the conditions specifically mentioned.”

“The details that you asked for were pure formalities. I believe that ﬂ::
delay in the arrival of a telegram containing such formalities, once you had .'On
ceived the King's explicit message, did not justify the French troops’ occupatl

of the positions relinquished by the Syrians in accordance with the terms of the
ultimatum.”

The General came back to his original contention. “Be that as it may,” he
said, “the telegram was la

te in coming and I couldn’t wait any longer than
did.”
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I thought it wiser to change the subject. “Let's disregard this,” I said.
“You admitted that the telegram of acceptance reached you half an hour after
issuing marching orders. Shouldn’t you then have issued an order to halt the
march?”

“You're not a military man,” he said smiling slightly, “and so you can't
properly appreciate the significance of certain problems. When an army has
begun to move, it just can’t stop anywhere. It must first come to a place that is
protected against all contingencies and contains sufficient water for the men and
animals. No expert would deny this basic principle of warfare. Therefore, it
w;sn't in my power to order a halt half an hour after the order to march was
given.”

The General was now smiling broadly. He shook his head in such a way as
to reveal his strong belief in the force of his excuse.

Immediately recognizing the powerful weapon that he had handed me, I said:
“Let's forget the past, General. Your army is now bivouacked in a place where
all the desired conditions of security and supplies are assured. There is nothing
to prevent you from ordering it to return at once to where it came from.”

This argument, which had apparently never occurred to him, upset his com-
posure and he screamed: “Ah! ca non...” He began to shake. “We can't trust
you any longer. . . and it is our duty to insist on new guarantees.”

He then reached over to his desk and took a memorandum from one of the

drawers, Waving it in the air, he said: “There are the guarantees we are now
demanding.”

hi He placed the memorandum on the desk and, having in the meantime recovered
§ composure, began to read it in a very calm tone:

s E_Ven'though the desired confirmation did not arrive within the stipulated
» In view of the arrangements previously made by the Emir to implement the

“ltimFum's terms, the General is willing to halt the march under the following
conditions:

Whi;tﬁl) ‘The Damascus Government shall publish the attached proclamation
will explain the march on Damascus—how it began and how it halted.”

m‘d'l‘l:(e) General tilen picked up another paper, likewise prepared in advance, and

lccepmng:-,e trhe proclamation” concerning the French a@vance-——thls despite

Withdrawa] c;‘ ;he qof‘dltlon';" of the ultimatum, demobilization of the army, and

mascus Go the military units from their positions—which he demanded that the
vernment issue in its own name.

Gen::allélstened to the text of the proclamation, I could not help feelipg that

Internatj ouraud realized his action was a breach of the basic foundations of

 free :pal law gnd a violation of the simplest of moral principles. .He wanFed

would jy lts, conscience from this responsibility by a long proclamation which

is thr Stify and excuse the march on the grounds that it was unavoidable. And
ough the voice of the Syrian Government itself!

(?e?efal Gouraud went back to the memorandum proper and enumerated the
Wing conditions:

fol]

bounéa The expedition shall continue in the region to which it has come-tha:t

are fy)) on the east by the Takiyah River—until the terms accepted by the Emir

Nnmuy carried out. Military operations will be progressively reduced as imple-
on of the terms proceeds.

the (33; During this period of time the military shall have complete control over
9-Takiyah Railroad.
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“(4) The Sherifian detachments stationed west and north of the above-n
tioned river, including the Biqd‘, shall be withdrawn from their positions towai
Damascus. Police shall be assigned to this region under the command of Frenc
military authorities in order to assure the safety and well-being of the troos

“(5) The aid extended by the Damascus Govemmo?t to the guerrilla bands
operating in the western zone, especially Sheikh Salih's men, must be halie
immediately.

“(6) The disturbances caused by these guerrillas and the events b
occurred in Damascus on July 21st have enhanced the danger resulting fron
arming the population. It is necessary, therefore, for the armed soldiers to de
liver their weapons to depots. Disarming of the general population is to follov
by states.

“(7) A French mission accredited to the government shall be set up i
Damascus with the following authority:

“(a) Temporary

“To serve as a ‘control committee’' charged with supervising the execs
tion of the terms accepted by the Government.

“(b) Permanent

“To study ways of applying the French mandate in the eastern zone, i.e.
cooperation in organizing and facilitating the affairs of government departments
and public utilities.

“This committee under the chairmanship of Colonel Cousse will at first
consist of the following subcommittees:

“Military

“Fiscal (for taxes, accounting, government property, surveying activi
ties, and the post)

“Administrative (for public welfare and health)

“Economic (for agriculture, mines, and public works)
“Justice

“Public education."”

Thgn General Gouraud came to the last condition, which he read with greal
solemnity:

“(8) In case any one of these articles is not carried out or an act of hostility

is committed against the French ar anywhere at tion will regain
its absolute freedom of action. " my any e at all, the expedi

“These are our terms,” he said, handing me the memorandum.

It was crystal clear that the French had not deviated one bit from the idea of
occupying Damascus. On the contrary, through these conditions they were trying
to fashion a pretext to launch another campaign and strike a new blow. The last
a:mle‘ in particular, gave them ample scope for the realization of their aim,
: ::tee the person who made the telegram's delay an excuse to march and seize
. bsic positions after their abandonment by the Syrian army could use it when-

eér he wished to justify another blow. . . as long as the occurrence anywhere of

any act of hostility whatever gave him
Damascus in a single opemt.ion.811 the right to advance. . . and occupy

I fully realized all this as I liste
e ned to the General read the memorandum, SO
[ merely said: “I am greatly astonished by these new demands because we agreed
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to all the conditions in your ultimatum and began to carry them out in accordance
with your request. We can't see any justification for these new conditions and

demands.”

“These aren’t new conditions,” he countered, “but new guarantees which we
consider it our duty to obtain."

It was obvious that an argument on this point would be useless. “Words,” |
said, “don’t change the facts of the case in the slightest. You set new condi-
tions and under the circumstances I have no alternative but to go back to Damas-
cus and submit them to my King and colleagues.”

“No,” he objected strongly, “I see no reason for postponing a solution of the
matter because the Emir has vested you with full power."”

He picked up the letter of credentials which he had placed on the side of the
desk and began to read it aloud: “We have sent our Minister of Education §i‘ti‘
al-Husri to you with full authority.” He repeated the line and said: “You see
the Emir says ‘full authority’, so you must use it before returning to Damascus.
You may accept or reject. But you have to do it here. . . at once.”

“It's true,” I conceded, “that the King wrote that, but I assure you that it
never occurred to him that you would set new conditions. Neither the King nor
any of my colleagues in the Cabinet thought of such a possibility. We firmly
believed that when you learned that we had done as you requested, you would not
hesitate to withdraw your soldiers from the places and regions seized contrary to
the terms of the ultimatum. Under the circumstances I do not consider myself
empowered to make any decision whatever on these new and surprising de-
mands."”

“I tell you again that I haven't made any new demands, only new guarantees
to carry out the old conditions. And you do have full power. So you must decide
now—either to accept or reject them.”

“I know what the King and my fellow ministers intended by sending me here.
I cannot make any decision at all, either to accept or reject, until they are con-
sulted.”

“I won't permit any delay,” the General replied sharply. “The Emir vested
you with absolute power which you must use right now. Answer at once.yes or
not!”

In view of this strong pressure I turned to another means of persuasion.
“But I don't understand the wisdom of your insistence, sir, because I didn't ask
you for a new postponement. Military operations have come to a stop by virtue
of the truce we concluded with your commanders for a period of time that will
terminate tomorrow morning. It is now 10 o’clock and if I leave right away I can
get to Damascus before 2:00 p.m. and submit the matter to the King and thg
cabinet. The government will notify you of its decision before the truce expires.

“There still is no need to delay,” he said stubbornly. “You have full author-
ity to settle the matter, and you must do so. Say yes or no!”

Having exhausted all the logical arguments, I could only resort to an emo-
tional appeal. “Permit me to ask, sir, do you intend to nullify the truce arranged
between your representative and myself? I should never have expected this fro:;
an officer of France, from one who carries her honor in his hands. If you cling

the point of view which you have expressed, I shall be deeply distressed. It will
be the greatest disappointment of my life and force me to regard everything that I

have read and heard about France as false and misleading.”

The General appeared to be moved, particularly when I referred to the honor
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of France. He shifted his position. “Let it be as you wish,” he faltered, “pro-
vided that there be no new delay.”

“I promise you that there won't be any. I shall leave immediately. I'll notify
you of the Government's decision as soon as possible. . . before the expiration
of our truce.” I picked up the memorandum and proclamation and rose to say

goodby. He too got up.
“Above all, no delay. . .”
I reassured him once again and left the room.

I felt as though I had escaped from an incubus that had crouched on my

chest. I soon forgot about it, however, in contemplating the disaster portended
by the memorandum I was holding in my hand.

###

I came back to the garden and walked over to where Colonel Toulat and Jamil
al-Ulashi were sitting.

“We'll leave right now.” I said to Toulat.
“We’ll have to get the car ready first,” he answered, rising.

He left for a few minutes. “The General wants to meet Jamil Bey," he an-
nounced on his return.

I didn’t know what the req{uest meant any more than I could find a ;easonu:g
object. I was afraid that Jamil would start babbling again just as he did on
way, so I told him in Turkish:

“Don’t express any opinion whatsoever. I refrained from doing so. Be c?r:‘
ful about saying anything that would give him a clue as to what our attitude mg
be toward his new demands.”

Half an hour later he reappeared with Colonel Toulat, who spoke first:

“The General wants you to wait a while because he is writing a Pefscfnalr]rz:l
ter to the Emir. This delay won't hurt you because there is a train leaving

Rayiaq at 2:30 p.m. which we can make. We’'ll arrive in Damascus just before
evening."”

The idea of going by train terrified me, but I thought it prudent to dissemble.

I was soon summoned to the presence of the General who gave me th;; lgrue;
addressed to King Faisal. “I want this letter to reach His Highness the bmif.
beseech his patriotism and supreme wisdom.”

###
On the way back

We got in the car and rode to Raydq. At the station there was much evxdenc:
of military preparations. As soon as I observed the piles of rails and bear:lu
being loaded onto freight cars, the main reason for their urging us to change ©
travel plans occurred to me, i.e. the desire to benefit from our trip by shipping
supplies needed to repair the railroad.

A disturbing thought then came to mind: suppose the railroad is cut 1n seve_l’;:
places, what would happen to us and our mission? The answer to the quest
was clear—we would not reach Damascus before the expiration of the truce “J“e
General Gouraud could use the failure of the answer to arrive as a pretext for
final advance. I couldn't communicate my fears and misgivings to anyone.

4 t
paced up and down the station mulling over ways of avoiding the dangers inhere?
in this new trick.
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A quarter of an hour passed, then a half hour, as the loading continued, with
no indication of an early departure.

“We're very late,” I said to Toulat grimly, “and I'm worried that we'll be at
the Widi by nightfall. I'm afraid that something will happen to delay us very con-
siderably. Since we shall have no means of communicating with the General once
we enter the Wadi, I think we ought to give up the idea of the train and go by car
so that we can easily get in touch with him if we have to.”

“I'm sorry that can't be arranged,” he replied, “because the car that brought
us here has gone back to ‘Alayh.”

This was a pretty thin excuse, so I said: “We're in a military station located
alongside a large military camp with many cars—you can commandeer one of
them.”

“But I have no authority to do so,” he protested.

“How can you say that? I should imagine that the high ranking officer accom-
panying an official negotiator would be able to use any vehicle he happens to
meet."”

Just then a military car turned off the road and stopped close to us.
“Please get this one, Colonel!"

He tried another approach. “Traveling by automobile is very tiring. A train
ride is more comfortable and I think better for you.”

“Especially since you're not a soldier and unaccustomed to the hardships of
travel,” Jamil al-Ulashi put in.

“This is no time to discuss comfort or discomfort. I can't go by train now
that we have been delayed so long. . . If you don’t find a car here able to bring
us to Damascus,” I said turning to Toulat, “at least get us to headquarters.
There's no doubt that they'll be able to provide us with transportation to Damas-
cus. So try this one.”

Toulat had no choice. He spoke briefly to the officers and returned.
“Please get in. It will take you to headquarters in Tafndyil.”

We left Rayiq and hardly proceeded 200 metres when the car stopped on
account of “motor trouble.”

“Oh what bad luck! I wish you'd give up the idea of going by car. .
take the train," repeated his first suggestion.

“Train travel is more comfortable,” Jamil said backing him up again, “and
you're not used to hardship.”

I didn't doubt for a moment that Toulat and the officers _he talked to inr Rayﬁq
had arranged the breakdown. I therefore made up my mind once and for all.

“Impossible!” I cried. “I am prepared to walk, just as long as I can get in
touch with General Gouraud, but I can’t go by train after this delay.

in
I actually started to walk. I was encouraged by the fact that headquarters
Ta'niyil was almost within sight. Toulat and aloUlashji' reluctantly ro(l’l(::::‘
me. From time to time each one sang his familiar refrain, but I ignore o
€Xcept to shout: “That's impossible. The decision is final. No train tra

Ra :‘ plodded along for some time when an ambulance came by heading for
yaq.

. Let's
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“When this car stops, you can order it to turn back and take us to Ta ‘ndyil,"
I urged Toulat.

Despairing of his inability to convince me, he agreed. He halted the car.

We got in and rode to Ta(nayil, General Goybet's headquarters. It was already
5:00 p.m.

“I left General Gouraud more than six hours ago,” I told General Goybet,
“and I'm still here. I can't say when I'll be able to pass through your zone to
Damascus, if things continue this way. More than half the time provided for the
answer was lost in reaching you here. I don't believe there's enough time left
even to cross your zone. So please arrange for me to telephone General Gouraud.
I want to tell him what has happened.”

“It's very difficult to do that,” he said hesitantly. “We don't know where he
is now.”

“It's difficult for me to understand why it should be impossible for the expe-
dition leader to communicate with the commander in chief. The mattgr is very
urgent, General, and I must reach General Gouraud in order to exp}am exactly
what has occurred and ask him to handle the matter in accordance with the most
elementary principles of common sense and logic. The hours 1 shall hava
spend in your zone because of your own faulty arrangememts must t'>e adde l&f
the allotted period. Otherwise, I won't be able to deliver the General’s memoran
dum and letter to King Faisal in time.”

“I’ll do what I can,” he said. He was gone for a few minutes.

; then
“They’re trying to reach the General,” he announgt(ed on his l'etum.t ;e;{eaboul
invited me to sit down on a peak overlooking the Biga plain. «We cha
generalities.

. - use
“I'm very fond of the Arabs,” he said, “the Moslems in particular. . . beca
I'm an African. I lived in Africa for thirty years.”

I didn’t listen very attentively, for my mind was engrossed with :)ei;:]:;zg
General Gouraud and persuading him to accede to my request. I scarcely reed -
until the connection was made and I could talk with the General. He'?lgri nt o
add the following day of the truce and wait for our answer until midnig
July 24th.

We thus gained for Yisuf al- Azmah 24 more hours. General Goybet pm‘:':::
a car to drive us to Damascus. We left Ta‘ndyil very late in the day, reactl:%ls of
Wadl al-Zurziir at night, made brief contact with our forces in the foothl
Maysaltin, and rode on to Damascus.

###
In Damascus

I arrived in Damascus fully convinced that, regardless of the cha.ng_eh"‘e;:e':v
cumstances, the French were resolved to occupy our country in "°°,° ki oul.-
available means. Even if we yielded to their new demands and carried th_etl:te %
we couldn’t avert the predetermined result because they wouldn't hes!
present additional ones.

. ' W
I went to the royal palace immediately, though it was late in the evening:,

ing an
handed over the personal letter and the official memorandum to the King ;lace.
the presence of several ministers narrated everything that had taken

£ ; isal

In the letter that General Gouraud gave me at the last minute King F::an'

was urged to “get rid of the hotheaded extremists around you” in order to 8: “the
tee the “establishment of friendly relations between Syria and France an
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execution of the mandate which France received in accordance with the decision
of the League of Nations” in an atmosphere permeated with “a spirit of mutual
mderstanding and sincerity.” Then followed the early assurance of the General
that “the mandate does not mean that the country's independence will be in-
fringed.”

King Faisal appeared to be very tired. He read the letter and memorandum
and listened to my story without comment. He ordered the cabinet to hold a
session in the morning to discuss the matter thoroughly.

The cabinet met with King Faisal in the palace the following morning, on the
last day of the truce, and heard the new conditions that I had brought from “Alayh.
[ gave them the gist of my talks with General Gouraud and expressed my views
o French intentions based on the first hand knowledge I acquired during my
trip, which took about 28 hours. As the ministers listened to the General's
terms and my observations, most of them appeared bewildered and sullen. Some
were reluctant to express an opinion. The majority, I noted, were not convinced
of my personal conclusion and it seemed that even King Faisal was far from
agreeing with me. Unquestionably, the letter written by General Gouraud at the
last minute, after his meeting with Jamil al-Ulashi, had a powerful effect on his
thinking because on the surface it revealed confidence in the King, by attributing
responsibility for what had happened to the hotheaded extremists, and repeated
the assurance that our independence would not be endangered by the mandate.

However, my judgment was soon borne out; the French designs were unmasked
even before the cabinet adjourned. Colonel Cousse came to the palace with
another telegram from General Gouraud in which he demanded permission for the
French army to advance to Khan Maysaliin on the grounds that only thus could its
needs be satisfied. Here is the text:

“Urgent telegram — Priority

To: Colonel Cousse, Damascus No. 2/358

Date & time of issuance: 23/7/1920, 10 o'clock
Place of issuance: Beirut, Summer Residence

“The truce terms were submitted yesterday to the Minister of Education. I
ovided him with a car to return to Damascus. The Division Commander has
‘old me that the 24 hours he spent in the region of Ayn Judaydah impeled him to
State that it is impossible for the division to remain encamped in the said loca-
“n_owing to the scarcity of water and the condition of the road leading to
Takiyah Station, which is suitable only for mule travel. He regards it as vitally
necessary for his troops to move to another place where there is enough water
ad a connection to the railroad station by a road over which vehicles can pass.

“Tell the Emir that my Chief of Staff will be at the Wadi, which has been
®stablished as a dividing line between the two armies, tomorrow at 6 o'clock to
de with the Emir's representative the question of the division's moving to a
"0'e suitable location. From the available intelligence it appears that the en-
Ot must be set up at Khan Maysaliin. Otherwise there is no change in the

“Gouraud”

This telegram was fresh proof of the correctness of my analysis of the real
u:u“" of the French. Yesterday General Gouraud informed me of his condi-
- for halting the march and insisted that I accept or reject them on the spo;
4 o 10t refer them to the King and the cabinet. Today in this telegram he adde
"&' condition that would guarantee his troops unimpeded passage through the

al- Zurzigy and over the Maysaliin foothills up tothe abundant springs adjacent
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to the well known as Khan Maysalin. General Gouraud’s obvious purpose was to
bring his troops to within 25 kilometres of Damascus, wait for another opportqnltly
to make a new demand, and then march them right into the heart of the capital

The last telegram made it impossible for anyone to talk about the neceifilg
of accepting the terms. It was decided to send messages tolall the l?i(i:ut?they
asking for help and to summon the foreign consuls to a _meetlng at w
could be apprised of the situation. This task too was assigned to me.

As I was leaving the session, Yiisuf al-‘Azmah, who had adJust.ed t(t)e;l:f
reality with great temperateness, came over to thank me for_ my success mlz)izt e
ing the truce by an additional 24 hours. He said that hg 1n§ended to exp! wpn
gain to the maximum. He was doubtless aware that rejection of the con

i 1d
would lead to a clash destined to end in defeat, but he was resolved that it wou
be a glorious defeat.

###

The meeting with the diplomats was held at the Italian Consulate qerée:‘;
because the Marquis de Paterno was the dean of the corps. F(?r some tim s
were familiar with the fact that Count Sforza, the Italian Minister of Foig ga
Affairs, had decided to pay special attention to eastern affairs and deve d?s-
new approach to the area. He therefore deemed it advisable to send a i
tinguished personality to Damascus to promote Italian foreign policy at ”:;S 3
stage in its evolution. During the course of his stay the Marquis showe &
sympathy for the Arab cause in general and the Syrian cause in particular.

I began my talk before the assembled guests by detailing the seque“‘::i::gr
events. I then explained what took place during the past three day_s, €xpo o
General Gouraud’s guile in occupying the mountains and valleys in & ste nd
onward sweep after our government had accepted the terms of the uluma.tuml;lin
started to demobilize the troops and evacuate the military garrison statione

i ith
Mi jdal ﬁnjar. 1 dwg_lt on the most important aspects of my conversation ¥
General Gouraud in ‘Alayh to show his craftiness.

et
The Marquis de Paterno and Duranda the Spanish Consol expressed regr
and disapproval. However, the American Consol said:

: S i : irs
“My government decided some time ago not to interfere in the internal affa
of Europe.”

“We're not asking you to interfere," replied. “We only want you to leaﬂé tl;i
true state of affairs in order to inform public opinion in your country. ":ed
though they don’t want to meddle in European politics, the citizens of the Uml d
States are undoubtedly interested in knowing what is happening in the worl®
especially in this part of the East.

in
We simply want you to learn the facts!
order to communicate them to your countrymen.”
The attitude of the Iranian Consul was strange. ‘‘It is difficult forvuS to
learn the truth,” he said, “because we haven't heard the other side’s version.

know that they believe the telegram was delayed by the action of guerrillas.”
had to draw his attenti

on to the exchange of telegrams between General Gouraud
and King Faisal.

“If you wish, I am prepared to show A
thanked the King for accepting the terms. Let us suppose, for the sake of argi
ment, that the G

That might justify the advance of his troops, but not, under any circumstances:
the failure to recall them after he learned the facts. As for using this contentio?
as a basis for new demands, why it is absolutely unwarranted.”

you the telegram in which the Generd!
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“In any case,” I said turning again to the entire group, “you have all person-
ally observed the most significant part of the developments, i.e. the government’s
accepting the terms of the ultimatum and starting the demobilization of the army,
which caused such a furore throughout the country that we had to take up arms
to quell the disorders. And then, despite all this, the French troops marched.
Even now they are advancing upon Damascus. . .”

My words evidently made an impression on de Paterno, for he openly supported
me and promised to do everything in his power to inform Italian public opinion,
indeed European opinion generally, about this shocking injustice.

#EH

Following my remarks to the consular corps I set out for the palace. En route
[ noticed that the streets were crowded, most densely in front of the palace. I
soon discovered that “the decision to resist” had spread among the people.

I told King Faisal what had heppened at the meeting with the consuls. In the
mdst of our conversation Sheikh Kamil al-Qassab rushed into the room and,
extending his hand to the King, said:

“As long as you have decided to resist, I promise you that I will recruit
10,000 armed men by evening. "

' A comprehensive volunteer enlistment program soon got under way in the
city to the accompaniment of enthusiastic mass demonstrations.

LR

Just before sunset Colonel Cousse came to the palace to get the government’s
answer to General Gouraud’s memorandum and telegram. When he found out that
it hadn't been written yet, he asked for some sheets of paper and wrote on them
“draft”, the first accepting the conditions, the second rejecting them. He handed

the sheets to al-Shahbandar and said:

“I have prepared two drafts for you to simplify the job. Choose either one so
that we may become familiar with it.”

The form in which Cousse drafted the answers pleased no one. The final
lext, phrased less coarsely, read, in part:

“We loathe war, but acceptance of the terms set forth in your last memoran-
dum would inevitably lead to a civil war. We are prepared to carry out in full the
ultimatum dated July 14th. We have thus far done so in the case of four of the
‘erms and pledge ourselves on our honor to finish the task in all sincerity, pro-

;"ccd'd that the French forces be withdrawn from the places they have lately
upied. "

#e#

Yisuf al- Azmah came in after supper to take leave of us before proceeding
'0 the front. He walked with me to a corner of the room and said in Turkish in a
ear-choked voice:

Tam going! I leave Leila in your care. Please don't forget her!”

Leila was his only daughter. She had come with her mother from ls:nt::: :.n':,
480, i.e. just before the storm broke. I sensed at once what he .
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He was going away resolved never to return. At this dreadful moment I didn't
want to express any opinion whatsoever.

“I won’t. You can be quite sure of that,” I replied very calmly.*

* 2 5
m'i:“geﬁs(:]a;ysl a(fAter ihia painful scene, fate decreed that I discharge the trust
spent in D:m. zmah had laid upon me. During the course of the evening we
Wi aid s :Scus af?er our return from Kiswah, Chief Chamberlain Ihsan al-
e L) ent to his house where we found his bereaved wife and daught®’
ty's promise &s?ttgd to the mother King Faisal's condolences and His Majes"
place or ci end Leila a monthly allowance of 20 dinars regardless of e
lrcumstances in which he might find himself. They gave me the assigh”

pt of seeing that this promise was kept—and it was, even in Baghdad, unt

the end of the days of the Wandering King.
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THE DAY OF MAYSALUN
AND THE FOLLOWING WEEK

The beginning of July 24th was the time set for the expiration of the truce
concluded with General Gouraud. It was expected that the French would first
attack in the foothills at dawn. Details of the battle, which started at the pre-
dicted time, began to trickle back. Although I couldn’t entertain any hopes of
vietory in view of what I knew about our army and the equipment of the French, I
kept wishing that the outcome would remain in doubt as long as possible for the
sake of our military honor. By 10 o’clock, however, we received word that the
army had been defeated and the front shattered. Yiisuf al- ﬁgmah was reported to
have been killed. I said no—he committed suicide at Maysalin, a true martyr!

Neither the soldiers and weapons we collected nor the fortifications we man-
aged to improvise proved able to withstand for more than a few hours the violent
assault of a French army in possession of every conceivable weapon of destruc-
tion—heavy artillery, tanks, and airplanes.

##48
Between Damascus and al-Kiswah

4 It was decided that the cabinet should move to al-Kiswah by train and the
King by automobile. 1 suggested that we first explain to the people that the
government was leaving the capital in order to continue the struggle for the
fights and independence of the country. My colleagues agreed and we wrote the
'ext of a statement which we submitted to the royal cabinet for final drafting and
elease over the signature of Prime Minister Hashim al-Atasi. We arranged for
évéryone to be in Hejaz Station at 1:00 p.m.

[ went home and packed some clothing and a few papers. When I got to the
Station 1 found it crowded with nationalists who considered it prudent to leave
Dlmcus before the arrival of the French. Most of them were in a state of panic,
their ears attuned to gossip, their minds inclined to believe and exaggerate
“verything. In such an electric atmosphere there were naturally many baseless
"®ports. Some said that the French had reached al-Ghitah and were beginning to
Wove toward Qadam; others told how the people of al-Maydan were getting ready
' burn the station and blow up the train; still others claimed that the Frgnch
¥ould amive shortly. Each rumor was followed by a long string of suggestions
“imed at hastening the departure of the train before it was too late. We tried hard
;°d"P°| the rumors and soothe frayed nerves. Above all, we wanted the train to
®ave only at the scheduled hour.

Meanwhile, it occurred to me to check on the public statement we planned to

:“‘_ I learned that it had been delivered to Hashim al-Atasi and upon inquiry
Said that he hadn't looked at it yet. He then took the paper out of his pocket
1ead it carefully.

#HeH it
IMA}A! -‘}” ministers were in the station by 12:45 p.m., except Faris al-Kharl
a

I'Din al-Duriibi. We learned that the former had sent his suitca:es
¥4S on his way, but nothing was heard of the latter until much later when
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they told us he had notified the Prime Minister that as Minister of the Interio
considered it more useful to remain in Damascus than to go to al-Kiswah. &
clung to this notion despite the objections of the Prime Minister.

The train was about to pull out of the station when I thought of asking Hishs
al-Atasi what he had done with the statement. He exploded with anger.

“The statement! The statement! Why do you keep harping on it," he shou
at the top of his lungs.

Realizing that his nerves were on edge owing to the tenseness of the i
mosphere, I said gently: “Because I believe that we will fail in our work if w
go without releasing it. We aren’t running from our obligations; on the contray,
we are trying to discharge them in the best way possible.”

Some of the refugees became extremely agitated and demanded that we leaw
without delay. Hashim al-Atidsi was clearly affected by the excitement, so I b
to reassure him. “We have no right to leave until the statement is released. %
muistn't fail now after having had the responsibility for governing up to ths
point.”

This pacified al-Atdsi and led him to sign the document. He ordered:
brought to al-Duriibi who was to arrange for its publication and distributia
(tihrough various channels. We discovered later that he deliberately neglected ¥

0 so.

#uH

Upon our arrival in al-Kiswah, we converted the railroad cars into offices a
sleeping quarters. One of them was specially fitted out for King Faisal vk
drove up with his retinue toward sunset. He seemed quite different from hi
usual self. Both his hesitant movements and reticence indicated that he W
upset. I thought he was trying to conceal something from us.’ I said to mysel
“Perhaps he is still hoping for a mutual understanding with the French and &
pe_cging w?rd to this effect.” I was right, for, as I soon found out, he had se
Nuri al-Sa*id to meet the French and deferred all decisions until he heard fros

him. In his anxiety for news he virt on &
any subject. ually refused to talk or express an opini

What the King was waiting for came in this telegram from Niri:

“To the Prime Minister:

“The agreement is temporary. The government may remain 3
; provided that
;rsg:r: past acts as having been committed against its geacetul desires and pit
s b:iommuniqué along these lines. The French will stay in al-Mazzah for the
ot ol:nst 8?{’ will not interfere in anything unless the original terms are no
in the city. 1: 3“:,“ troops may remain in Qadam, the police and security forcet
| "cz. A oréer to maintain security, regular army units may be conve
po - Your Majesty must come to Damascus. I await written authorizatio®

for diplomatic n iati : '
worry.p egotiations. Curfew is 8:00 p.m. The city is all quiet. Don"

= “Nuri al-Sa‘fa”
muy'ﬂm‘.f}f;f;‘;'é' dis.d",d" convince me at all. I had no doubt that “its author ¥
appreciating the d:e Ing the true intentions of the French” and “incapable o
But the King, who 5’: ¢ to which they would persist in deception and trickery.”
' o ching for a ray of hope in this dark hour, was %

forted by the
sam ni’;“ acz’:ﬁ:”- The next day many oral reports similar in tone to the tel®
Optimism and induced him to make an important decision, 1.¢

to ask AIi’ al-Din al-Duriibj to
be form a new gover han
rlain to Damascus to discuss the idea withg himnil?xe;;}sg: et
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Recent events indicated unmistakably that ‘Ala’ al-Din al-Duriibi had already
reached an accord with the French and his dissociating himself from us in Damas-
cus when we were about to depart for al-Kiswah was one of the consequences of
it. King Faisal therefore thought al-Durubi could form a cabinet capable of work-
ing out an accommodation with the French.

I clearly realized that King Faisal’s cheerfulness was completely unfounded
and that this sacrifice would be futile. Events soon proved the correctness of

my view.
##H

‘Al#’ al-Din al-Duriibi formed a cabinet which included three holdover minis-
ters—Firis al-Khuri, Jalil al-Din, and Yusuf al-Hakim—and four new ones—
Jamil al-Ulashi, Ata’ al-Ayyfibi, Abd al-Rahman al-Yiisuf, and Badi¢al-Mwayyid.
The Cabinet took office and the King impatiently awaited the hoped-for results.

On the same day the French once again revealed their designs. Chief Cham-
berlain Ihsdn al-Jabirl met Italian Consul General de Paterno in Damascus and
was told the French had resolved to proclaim the end of the Faisal regime and to
bolster their decision by a “legal ruling”, prepared by their myrmidons, which
would say that “the investiture of King Faisal was null and void inasmuch as
he fled from the capital”. The Marquis hinted that it would be a wise move if
the King returned to Damascus where he could neutralize the French intrigues
and strengthen his position in European diplomatic quarters.

King Faisal adopted the suggestion and decided to anticipate events by going
back. All of us left for Damascus by train.

#a#

Developments swiftly followed one another. General Goybet, commander of
the forces occupying Damascus, assembled the members of the new government
and read to them a long statement in which he said:

“Emir Faisal dragged the country to within an inch of destruction and his
responsibility for the bloody disturbances in Syria during the past few months is
50 clear and so great that it is utterly impossible for him to remain in the coun-
".N

King Faisal immediately sent a telegram to General Gouraud:

‘I protest the statements made yesterday to my government by the commander
of your expeditionary forces. I reject the responsibility you have sought to place

Upon me. I consider any communication or instructions that you may send to m);
government directly and not through me as null and illegal before the League o

Nations.*
#H#

Shortly afterwards Colonel Toulat delivered an official note ordering the King
to l“v. ‘h. conncy:

“I have the honor to inform Your Royal Highness that the Govern
lic of France has decided to request you togethqr Wlth‘ your
fetinue to leave Damascus as soon as possible by the Hejaz Railroad.

"A special train departing from Hejaz Station tomorrow July 28th at 5:00 a.m.
be at the disposal of Your Highness and party.”

'L
King Faisal emphatically rejected the note:

ment of the
family and
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“I do not acknowledge the right of the French Government to annul the author
ity to administer the eastern zone officially vested in me by the Peace Confer
ence or to deprive me of the title granted by the Syrian people. . . The entrance
of the French army into Damascus flouts the decisions of the Peace Conference
and violates the principles of the League of Nations and international morality.’

He sent a copy of this protest to all the nations. Nevertheless, he had
vield and actually leave Damascus.

#H#H

I went to Hejaz Station and once again boarded the train. I was the onlf
minister with King Faisal since some of my former colleagues entered the nev
government, whereas the others, except al-Shahbandar who joined us later, pré
ferred to remain in Damascus.

This took place late at night, but the skies were bright red because_of a 8’9::
fire that was raging in the city. We left the station,* crossed gl-Ghl}!am by
through al-Kiswah, then Khirbat-al-Ghazilah, and finally arrived in Dir‘d.

###
In Dira

S
We remained in Dir‘a until the morning of August 1st. We usefi the er;lnaz;l‘ ‘
place in which to sit, eat, and sleep, just as we had done in al-Kiswah. I

: 5 ¢ chat
tion, a tent was set up near the train where the King could receive and
with the tribal sheikhs.

Dir‘a was a veritable crossroads, literally and figuratively. Three Hailh
lines converged there: one linked it to Damascus in the north, anoghsf to -
in the west, and the third to Amman in the south. We came to Dir‘d from
north and the King had to go either west or east.

In reality, the choice lay between two plans and two policies. If the KIRE
went to Haifa, it would mean that he was abandoning Syria, perhaps rol-evfjr.be in
against that, he could travel to Europe, meet the principal statesmen, ar}ore the
a position to exploit every opportunity to defend the country's rights behe other
Peace Conference, the League of Nations, and the world press. o8 lhich he
hand, if he moved to Amman, the southern portion of the country over ¥ wever
had ruled, he could remain in touch both with Syria and with the Hejaz. Hoaimam
this would keep him away from Europe and handicap him inhis efforts to m:
contact with the Peace Conference and the League of Nations. In

was the way of political action and peaceful struggle, the other the way ©
rection and violence.

{ insur

tagonisﬁ

Each plan had its advantages and disadvantages, supporters and an Moreover

The King was confused and unable to make up his mind for some time. He lef
there were certain factors that militated in favor of deferring a dec.lswn. r King
Damascus with no funds to speak of and had therefore to ask his fatherece"‘
Husein for help. He also wanted to ascertain his father’s view of the
happenings as well as the attitude of the English.

###

The French, however, didn’t permit King Faisal to stay in D"‘é velr) Lo
They were afraid of the Hawran tribes and suggested to Ala al-Din 2" to the
that he send an urgent wire to the King, informing him of the need t0 4 1920.
Hejaz. The telegram arrived in Dir‘a the day after we did, i.e. on July 29,
and read: re
*Fate decreed that I should not see this station until 30 years later when I

turned in connection with the celebration of the evacuation.
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“Urgent—do not delay even for a minute!
“To the Governor of the Hawran
“Deliver the following telegram to His Majesty the King and send us a reply:

“To His Majesty the King in Dir@. The French authorities have notified me
that a train was placed at Your Majesty's disposal to go to the Hejaz via Ma‘an
or Haifa, as you prefer, without stopping in Dir%. I beg Your Majesty to hurry in
order to save the Hawran from disaster and ruination.

July 29, 1920 «<A13” al-Din
Prime Minister”

At the same time a French airplane flew over Dir‘Z and other towns of the
Hawran and dropped leaflets calling on the people to drive King Faisal out of the
country. The text:

“From the Commanding General of the French forces to the people of Dira
and surrounding territory: Emir Faisal was ordered to leave Damascus and go
d"eCl!y to his own country. He promised to obey. We know that he has done the
o{ipo_sne of what he promised by remaining in Dir‘a and craftily inciting the peo-
:’20""3 committing acts that can only have the most injurious consequences for
Slrucutr:adyj with which he no longer has the slightest connection. He has been in-

n writing to continue his journey without delay.

' We now ask all of you to urge him to leave your country at once lest his
presence make it a bomb target.

his c:"d now we give you ten hours time within which the Emir is to leave for
untry. If he refuses, his train must be returned to Damascus.”

###
(Adillln:;esrlfhese circumstances the King decided to go to Haifa. He asked Emir
sioner ip ;“ to get in touch with Sir Herbert Samuel, then British High Commis-
Thsin al~.]‘:'le‘-sune' to authorize the <trip. He also instructed Chief Chamberlain
noted thatau Il to prepare a reply to ‘Alz> al-Din al-Durubi. In this telegram he
Nized g5 K.H‘f Majesty is staying in a part of the country of which he is recog-
Cause *he ing"; nevertheless, he has resolved to leave Dir'a on August 1st be-
inhabita is always striving to help the country and doesn’t want any of its

Nts to suffer harm on his account.”

S
A .

18" al-Din answered with a repetition of the French demand:
“Urgent

-
Dir's — Chief Chamberlain

Jeslt:’f;"el communicated to the French authorities what you said about His

departyre aflaymg anxieties. They were grateful for that. They sal'dA that if the

elegram of His Majesty and party is delayed beyond the time specified in your
+ the French will have complete freedom of action.

July 31st <A1a> al-Din
Prime Minister”

o
'eCOm"r:t: dAdll Arslin sent a coded telegram in which he counselled delay and
nded going south. Here is the text of his message:

eranit:]e };’pinion of Herbert Samuel is that His Majesty should call on the Gov-

ing a aifa. He has ordered the necessary measures to be taken, m;llu%mg
mua] gy o AVAte coach available from Lydda. Afterwards he can meetd erbert
Ste y 0 Jerusalem. They act as though free from crisis. Therefore I & Vl:): no
ntil the arrival of the answer of Ja<far who has come f0 Egypt today.
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From 9Ajlin on it is safe from attack by the French. Consider the last sentens
carefully. Answer immediately. I'm waiting in the wireless office.”

We deduced two important things from this telegram:

(1) The British wanted King Faisal to turn to the west and accordingly hex

tily welcomed the idea of his visiting Haifa, which they thought would relieve i
pressure on them.

(2) The southern part of Syria from “Ajlin down would remain under
British mandate and be secure against French hostilities. If the King went ¥

Transjordan, he could continue his work there without fear of harassment by &
French.

However, this telegram didn't change in any way the King's attitude or b
decision. He arrived in Haifa on August 1st.

Thus did King Faisal leave the country over which he had reigned for almos
two and a half years. Thereafter circumstances evolved in such a way as gé
ally to distance the great leader from Syria and bring him to Iraq less thana u’;
from the Day of Maysaliin. Here, as a ruler chosen by the people to found a § .
new kingdom, he was to have ample scope for the display of his natural ulc.lm-
knowledge, administrative and diplomatic experience acquired before and
the Day of Maysallin in Syria and Europe.




CONCLUSION

After the Departure from Syria

Although the events of the days following our departure from Dir‘d are
not closely related to Maysallin, and thus, strictly speaking, do not fall
within the purview of this book, I believe that a briel summary of the ma jor
chapters in Faisal's career between his departure from Dir‘@ and arrival in
Iraq will be a fitting conclusion to these memoirs.

King Faisal chose to go to Haifa whence he could sail for Switzerland in
order to establish contact with the Peace Conference and the League of Nations.
An inquiry revealed that August 20th was the first date on which there would be
:.:::l.'“ Italy. On that date a large British steamer en route to England from
Ale ‘;: was scheduled to touch at Port Said. Other stops included Suez,

tandria, and Naples to load or unload freight and to take on passengers.

#an

Dirﬁn:ll:l g."'"‘ waiting for the boat to arrive we were in constant touch with
ant, about :hmsc“s' _WG received a good deal of news, most of it highly unpleas-
% also obuej oppressions of the French and the acts of traitors and paid agents.

country ‘::d details of the fines imposed by the French on various parts of
by military o the texts of the death sentences meted out to many nationalists
etiticized m:“:‘s- We read articles in the hired press in Damascus which harshly
lence withoyt ocgl regime and praised the French. Military courts passed sen-
their shops w‘html' without even calling for a trial. Some nationalists were in
iinouncement < t.hey learned the verdict issued against them from official

mselves u:u‘;ubhshed in the newspapers. They hastened therefore t0 conceal

these re{uge“?: il;:i(;z?d escape from Damascus. Every day we met a number

#Ha
On
Hi Co:u:;m 18th we left Haifa by train for Port Said. In Lydda the British
ssioner Herbert Samuel came to an official reception for the King and
1 of the Hashimite

al
b G, VA€ talk with him. ‘Abd al-Malik al-Khaib, envoy
father ;ln ent in Egypt, met the King in Qantarah and gave
& Husein and some suggestions.

Inp _
Pany himo:) g“d the Kl_n§ final}y decided on the few pers
d urope—Niiri al-Sa‘id, Ihsin al-Jabiri, Emir Zaid with his comwioz"

Ih and Rz name
the aa - RASIM, and myself. All of us had new passports bearing the
himite Arap Government that Abd al-Malik al-Khatib gave us in Port Said.

#HH
e . mosphere in which King
on board ship provided a relaxed at Ph.rh" also enabled

Could both an
to alyze the past and think about the future.
were :n:e long talks with him and study his psychology. In , these 1:1”.?."
dmrac;edomm“a“m of the conferences begun in Haifa. There the :‘om B

0 meby the many foreigners as well as Syrians and Palntintwr:” '” ot
€. Our conversations were often interrupted and only

him news of his

ons who were to accom-

The
Faisq) iy
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pleted. On shipboard, however, the peaceful mood was conducive to sustain
thinking.

When reviewing the past King Faisal critically exposed the right and ti
wrong in our policies and did not hesitate to express his regret and indignatin
at the actions and attitudes of certain people. From time to time he also blamel
me directly. But in general his thoughts were focused on the future and his
plans to rectify the errors of the past. He showed his concern for the future, pa
ticularly during the last days of the voyage, when he gave me a new assignment
Since this meant that we would have to be separated from one another for u
unpredictable length of time, we had to discuss every contingency that migh
arise during my absence. The King asked me to go to Istanbul and make contac

with the Kemalists in order to learn how much aid we might expect from them i
our struggle against the French.

L

While in Europe King Faisal had demonstrated his sympathy for the Kemalis
movement in a variety of ways. Despite the Arab Revolt against the Ottons
Empire, he told foreign diplomats and journalists, the Arabs disapproved of th
present attacks on the Turks and on their fundamental rights to their own countr.

The Syrian Government did more than show sympathy. It helped actively ¥
denying the French the use of the railroad to transport supplies and reinforce:
ments to their troops stationed in the regions of Orfa, Kilis, and Aintab. The
French were unable to relieve their men via Cilicia owing to the length_ll‘
ruggedness of the roads and the heavy snows. The Syrian Government's am::
toward the French request greatly benefited the Turks and ultima{ely ens
their decisive victory over the besieged French troops. It worried Ge ¢
Gouraud very much, as he made clear in his ultimatum to the Syrian Govem:;
Similarly, in an address delivered after his arrival in Damaseus, he decl
“The Syrian Government's attitude in this matter greatly assisted thecomno

enemy and was equivalent to sticking a dagger in the back of the French for
ces.”

'
Were we not justified therefore in expecting reciprocal aid from the Tl:”
We did manage not long ago to have discussions with them, b“‘-_ o s-e, owt
reasons, there were no tangible results. Now that the Turks saw with tbe:‘ o
eyes how we helped them, without prior agreement, as proved by General Gou
statement, were we wrong to hope for sympathy in our hour of need?

My instructions were to explore this possibility in direct talks 'l“h:
Kemalist leaders. It was decided that I should leave King Faisal in lt‘szitw-
ceed to Istanbul at the earliest possible moment, and rejoin the party in King
land upon completion of the mission. The many hours spent W?th e into S
discussing the plan gave me an unparalleled opportunity to gain insight
mode of thought , desires, and hopes.

#H# .

We docked in Naples on August 25th, or one month since the day of al.xc;:d":'
While on the ship we were cut off from all world news so that when wé l"‘ve
were naturally eager to find out what had happened. The first newsP&P"“'om bo
We encountered on the wharf had a great variety of papers to choose li'ti
they were all in Italian. I bought a few anyway, hoping to guess at the pol
news by my knowledge of the roots and derivations of French words. AS lg ja 18
hastily over the headings of the articles, I noticed in one the name ?{ -!:1-0“
large letters. I read it very carefully and deduced that Prime Minister M‘m ot
al-Duriibi had been killed, or probably murdered, in the Hawrdn together W




of the ministers, ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Yusuf. 1 recalled how strongly and vividly
J.Duribi once objected to a suggestion of mine when he enthusiastically re-
peated, “You don't know the Hawranis. . . by God they will slaughter us,” and
then moved his right hand over his left in an imitative gesture.

By an exceedingly strange and ironical coincidence it was al-Durubi himself
whom the Hawranis put to death, not because he came to them to defend the local
regime, as I had proposed, but rather to quiet things down on behalf of the

French.
#oH

After informing the King and our associates of al-Duriibi's death, I immedi-
ately tried to find out when the next boat was leaving for Istanbul. The schedule
bad one departing only two days later, i.e. on August 27th, so I rushed off to
Rome to make the necessary arrangements.

We arrived in Istanbul on the morning of September 1st and anchored in front
o l_-under‘s Tower at the entrance of the Straits. Soon some English, French,
ltalian, anq Turkish security officers came on board to check the passports and
tross-examine the passengers. My turn was not reached for many hours.

. | observed thgtcontrol rested in the hands of the non-Turks. Each scrutinized
n:;;m questioned its holder, noted the answers on a special sheet of paper,
paper and turned it over to his associates who automatically affixed

::i:ed S:gnatures. The Turkish officer merely recorded what the other three

bt:‘ml:to'?;l‘wmg the procedure for some time, I noticed for reasons I couldn't
10 foe] o et: they refused to allow a number of persons to disemb}rk. I began
R L thant wy peusport WRinh £ e obtained from ‘Abd al-Malik
issued in the g It was a document of “The Hashimite Arab Government”
Hashimite Am;lasme (f.r K“"S Husein and indicated that I was “a subject of the
2. 1 the F tate”, with the added notation that I was Minister of Education
¥ me pennis;ienCh officer shou!d see it, he would be suspicious and possibly
Passport ca on to land. .l waited anxiously until my hope was realized and
sy of Fore me to the Italian officer. Since it was visaed by the Italian Min-
IStanbu} apg mgtn Affairs in Rome and included permission to leave Italy for
s of murn, it was naturally approved by him and quickly passed through
{ the e others. I breathed a sigh of relief and went off to enjoy the
surroundings until the other formalities were concluded.

Iw

Cause h‘:::;e - me"_a representative of the Kemalists the same evening bt:
"eckoned coan °l'd fr}end of mine. He told me some things on which I hadn't
upted owip ::m“mca"?lls between Istanbul and Anatolia were completely dis-
the Kew“fs b occupation of the former by the Allied troops and the attack on
Gale with A kaf the Caliph, Wahid al-Din. Hence the Kemalists could communi-
. hkara only through Italy via the port of Antalya. This took much

me, of ¢
“Nllstsomzlgnd if I wanted to hasten the process, 1 would have to meet the

I :
% lhex: fgeclded to return by the first ship available, which was not until
! leameq mth. During this interval I broadened my contacts with the Kemalists.
torect some about their problems and explained to them ours in an effort to
e of their erroneous notions about us.
vith nl:"’l‘ed that. their policy was clearly inclined toward mutual understanding
Heir M{eneh in order to combat the English whom they bitterly regarded as
tion with th irreconcilable enemies. The French had worked out an accommoda-
the Turks on many points and they were hoping for a full agreement

beauty
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in a short time because of their active help, both secret and open, against the

English

#Ha

I left Istanbul on September 18tk and reached Venice on the 25th. [ didny
know where King Faisal was. I knew of his intention to go to Geneva and I red
in the cables that he had reached Rome and then Milan. However, | never sav
reference to Geneva. Did anything happen to necessitate a modification of his

plan? It was impossible for me to get this information in Venice, so I decided
to investigate in Milan.

When I came to this bustling city, I was unable to find a hotel room since my
arrival coincided with a meeting of the Peoples' Conference which had assume
the responsibility for publicizing and making propaganda for the League of
Nations. All the city's hotels, large and small, luxurious and simple, were
crowded with diplomats and reporters from every part of the world as well as wit
thousands of sight-seers who had come to enjoy the celebrations organized thert
in connection with this historic meeting.

After a prolonged and futile search I was compelled to go to the suburbs o
the city. I came to Varese and its magnificent hotel, famous since the time of
Verdi, which had many vacant rooms. The following morning I accidmmll!l
learned from the doorman that Faisal had breakfasted in the garden of thlsh:;
two days ago and then gone to Cernobio on Lake Como, possibly to the Ho.
Villa d'Este. 1 telephoned the hotel and was told that he hadn't checkcdﬁm
yet. I promptly left Varese for Como. Beside the King, I also met—for the
time —Rustum Haydar who had come from Paris a little while ago.

The King said that he had traveled first of all to Rome and then wh_“;f
where he boarded a train for Switzerland. However, Haddad Pasha met ‘sd
route before the train reached the Swiss frontier and delivered the greeting |
Lloyd George with this oral message:

mportast

“The British Prime Minister is now in Switzerland engaged in :rel“‘“ l
meetings and conferences. Confusion and a host of problems would be“ o
the King should come there at this time: no one would benefit. For the

. in in
Lloyd George wants the King to abandon the trip to Switzerland and rema
northern Italy."”

: ted the
The King had no alternative but to follow this suggestion and he selec
Villa d’'Este as a residence for himself and party.

ved

I reported on the results of my investigation inIstanbul and the K‘:‘ &?:u'
my trip to Rome to establish contacts with the Kemalists there. At acquair
time he gave me a new assignment. While in Rome they had made the .
tance of Professor Bonfanti, a teacher of international law in the Un""’m'"
asked him to prepare a legal deposition on the Syrian case and the d“f;y docw
the French Government. They promised to furnish him with the nece:;e to timé
ments and information, arranging further that he come to Como from ¢ in Rom®
and that Rustum Haidar go to Rome. The King felt that my staying with e
henceforth would expedite the work and make it possible to disp emml went 10
Row, Of the professor and Haidar. Armed with the necessary papers. 1 ¥i0,
Rome to discharge two functions simultaneously: to make contact

Kemalists and to help Professor Bonfanti in the preparation of his report.

LR u'ﬁ”d 1

I experienced no difficulty in meeting the Kemalists as soon as I in Ista?

Rome because of the knowledge and techniques acquired during my stay ined the
bul. 1 had known some of them personally for a long time and s0 82



A careful reading of the rather large

mtelligence 1 needed without much trouble.
me helped form a clear picture of the

suzber of Ankara newspapers that they gave
Kemalists in Anatolia and their views.

[ concluded that it would be a good idea to open direct mail communication
vith a member of the government. I reviewed the names of the officials in charge
o the various administrative and political departments in Ankara and selected

Perid Bey, who was then Minister of Finance.

[ knew him from the time that he was an instructor in political history in the
Royal College and chief of the editorial board of the newspaper Ifham. Hewas a
man of distinguished scholarly temperment with the ability to remain objective
even in his political thinking. While studying in Paris before the Ottoman Con-
stitutional Revolution, he published a pamphlet entitled Three Policies in which
be analyzed the basic political philosophies struggling for supremacy in Turkey:
(llom_anism. Pan-Islam, and Pan-Turkism (or Pan-Turanism). He was a Pan-
Turanist, but a practical one. He held that the true interests of the Turks
demanded that they turn their eyes from the south to the east. I recall an occa-
::’:"hen he expounded his views with unusual clarity and boldness. The Turks,
um"smo:nmon. did not have the power to assimilate the Arabs, nor was it to
ey shou‘lzm to weaken themselves by making such an attempt. Therefore,
e the Tmim t::)c l:o_me hunderst.anding with the Arabs and concentrate wholly
¢ the future of the T:::k;.e country and upon those issues which directly con

.hc?;em:t important problem, in his view, was that of the eastern provinces
o ivaite ‘gen elements are living there in the midst of the Turkish world
Turks Wuideg feAAmol_lan Turks from developing close relationships with the
Kurds wiuob natolia. These two elements are the Kurds and Armenians.

¥e no special : :asy to absqrb because like the Turks they are Moslems and
taken to aggyre th“,‘“'e and written literature. Appropriate measures should be
%0t be absorbed b:u ShE '“_‘egl’ation. The Armenians, on the other hand, can-
cause their religion is different and they possess a special

ftom the T?"‘k';‘."}en literature. Consequently, we must seek ways to isolate them

Wh

m m,e:‘:i?:’;“:g lhi}t this Ferid Bey was a powerful deputy in Ankara, I decided
Arab Revolt e views he held long before the World War and the outbreak of

falified persq —I remembered them very well—that he was probably the best

letter by one ‘n to treat our cause without rancor or vengefulness. I sent him a

Atkary of the special messengers who traveled the sea route from Rome to

via )
) Adalya. Here in translation is what I wrote:
My dear friend Ferid Bey:

Il ‘m £
fanknegs ";ullg you this letter on the strength of our old friendship and your
» Which | esteem very highly.

Tw !
nrt in ;:ui;cSy ria for the past year and a half during which time I took an active
h ocey s. However, I was forced to leave the country as a result of the
Bsociates ?3“' I'am now in Rome continuing the struggle. We have brothers,
have u',mn societies working for the cause inside the country and abroad.
Berefore lik Y plans to organize the activities of these societies and would
Mete thege ;;;’e::’m“ from you certain information that would enable us to Cofi*

s:

(1)
"hat i it}:o' does the Anatolian Government view the Hejazi Gov
POsition with reference to it?

‘@
Whoat 1s your government’s attitude toward Syria? Iraq?

ernment and



“(8) Can your government help Syria in her struggle against the occupatioy
in particular, can it furnish the nationalist forces which may be assembled in the
north with arms and supplies?

“(4) If it should be necessary to send some people to organize or lead the
resistance movement and it is impossible for them to function from the south,
could they be guaranteed passage through Anatolia?

“Please answer these questions. And give my regards to all my friends.
“October 29, 1920"

L

Along with this letter I enclosed another, quite detailed, addressed to Yuns
Nadi, owner of the newspaper Yeni Gun (The New Day). I asked Ferid Bey
read and then deliver it to him. I was impelled to write this letter by an artick
on the Arab case and King Husein that I read in one of the numbers of his news
paper.

When King Faisal came to Naples, a news agency confused him with Kin
Husein, i.e. it mixed up the King of the Hejaz with the son of the King of ik
Hejaz, and sent cables announcing the arrival of the King of the Hejaz in prl“
and his departure therefrom for Rome. Yeni Gun picked up this item and, in #
article entitled “The King of the Hejaz Goes to Europe”, used it to assail Ki¥

Husein and fiercely criticized the Arab Revolt. Following the text of the new
dispatch it said:

“The Hejaz is holy Moslem territory, so how can one who has set himselll:
as king over it go to Europe? What will he do in Europe? What will hp.l’).es
there, now that the French have ignominiously expelled his son from Syria’

- o
Throughout the article King Husein is labelled “treacherous” and accused
the vilest of crimes.

I was an old personal acquaintance of the newspaper owner. We beclm::":
friends after I established the “new school”, particularly when I was actl tion.
the Ottoman Press Association and presided as chairman over its conve‘l:md.
He was an extremist in his thinking and writing. His articles were not pro
though marked by strong enthusiasm and an exciting style.

: : er B
Rather than publish an article I preferred to write him a detailed l‘;‘;d o

which I would refute his views and in a wholly scientific mann?' exp(:;laua‘

own on the Arab case. After some prefatory remarks I said, in trad

st
“When we were in Damascus we believed in the unity of Arab wdAlEl::w
interests. We therefore permitted the Turkish forces in action north of ing 1%
be furnished necessary supplies, while we prevented the French from llﬁcenen-'
Syrian railroads in their operations against these forces. This persuaded
Gouraud that we had made a formal agreement with you.

“ : ang®
In view of all that I was unable to overcome my bewilderment and

w$
;::;l&:l.lwced 0 read an Anti-Arab piece in a recent issue of your ne

- e ““
You are furious because of a garbled dispatch sent by one O‘u‘:ay
agencies regarding the trip to Europe of the King of the Hejaz. YO no diss*
rrou:) the time of the revolt against the Istanbul government there wasand Turk®
ter but that it befell the Arabs and Turks alike. Not merely the Arabs nch w!

but all Moslems have been tr victorious
English. ampled under the feet of the




are as vet in a position to determine cor-

wetly the responsibility for recent events because much more time than has
dapsed so far is needed in order to study and analyze all the facts, relevant
documents, etc. However, on certain things, at least, I think we know enough to
fema judgment. I should like now to refute the charges set forth in Yeni Gun.

*Can anyone say: If it hadn't been for the Hejaz Revolt, the French and
Eaglish would not have conquered the Germans and would not have been able to
ivade the Islamic world? I doubt that anyone can seriously make such a claim.

‘In one of his speeches, Jemal Pasha said: ‘We almost occupied Egypt; only
the m.achery of Sherif Husein prevented us from doing so." This speech was
essentially propagandistic, aimed at confusing public opinion during wartime, SO
% one should pay much attention to it.

eo-:ih:s c:;clamsunces of war had bound Ottoman power and that of the Islamic
measurable menmn g How could King Husein's action have had any
#ach other? ;ct on the final result, given the gigantic forces arrayed against
evolt in the Heu the course of the war really altered by the outbreak of the
sifieantly to thej‘dze‘; Suppose there were no revolt at all? Did it contribute sig-
that the effect of th:at of Germany? 1 believe the answer to be in the negative,
¥is absolutely negli r:voh on the victory of one side or the defeat of the other
Gpitulation of thees osi le. Germany's surrender was inevitable. Similarly, the
Cermany wheth ttoman Government was certain to follow the collapse of
ether the Sherif revolted or remained loyal.

l] :
tu;::l ‘llysl::l?s": that these facts are incontrovertible. It is therefore incum-
mce the Allies acfuwas it possible for Syria to secure herself against invasion
military oce at,e"efi total victory over the Ottoman Empire and Germany?
", despite t:gir“:n imposed on such cities and towns as Edirne, Bursa, and
' 10 this questi émoteness from battle areas, leave no doubt as to the
Allied victory on. No, Syria could not have avoided occupation after the

» éven if there hadn't been any uprising in the Hejaz at all.

W opi
. '°m?l<;:::nis supported by Enver Pasha who in a speech to Parliament,
tantially ag fxl sh°?’ed uneasiness over the British advance into Iraq, said
Our fate to Ge ows,. Gentlemen, we must face the facts squarely. We have
armed, evep th rmany’s. If the Germans win, we shall come out of the war
¥ill restore the ough we have lost some portions of our territory, because they
*verything, ,‘,en“:h‘" to us. If they suffer defeat, God forbid, we shall lose
“Eaver ough our country remains free from occupation.
o o ria. Syria's fate too
b d not have remained
¢ Empire.

LQt's

'ad noy entgtr,e: sstep further. Suppose there were no Arab Revolt and Arab troops
nced thy; thma' What would have happened to her? As I said above, I am
L La €qual e Revolt had no effect on the final outcome of the war. How-
foreign apm; ly sure that it made a profound impression on Syria. Without it
hey :18 that invaded Syria after the war would not be encountering ::0
Revoi nor be confronting a hostile local government, which '::ls c:
en j olt, nor be clashing with the idea of freedom and indepe "‘u

4 the Other A,mplame" in the minds of the people. Thus, the situation in Syr

ab countries would now be far worse than it is.

. Without the Arab Revolt and the government that emerged as
st for aey:* rench would not have needed to hold so many troops o the 8{:&“&:
ar and a half or launch a campaign against the Arab Governme

I personally do not feel that we

“endent o :htemams are particularly applicable to Sy
i after Ge € course of the war and her territory coul
ermany's collapse and the surrender of the Ottoman
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recent months; they would have been able to use all these forces to s

their position and authority in Cilicia. In other words, if there had been no Am
Revolt and no Syrian Government. the French could have added to the forces
occupying Cilicia all the troops engaged in the invasion of interior Syria w

expulsion of King Faisal—in the phrase of Yeni Gan—and thus profoundly
changed the course of the war in that part of the world.

“But what does it profit us to debate the past? We are still in the stage o
making history, not writing it—to use the expression of the talented poet
al-Haqq Hamid. So let’s look toward the future. not the past. Let's not shape
our actions by old emotions. Is there anything more harmful in diplomacy than &
act on the basis of passion? Just think for a moment! How is it that the Rus
sians who were considered “the eternal enemies of the Turks” have now becost
“the only hope”, the ones on whom the Turks are relying for help against thei
new enemies. Under the present circumstances, how can you continue to regad
the actions of Sherif Husein and his sons the same way you did over four years
ago?

“You doubtless recall that I used to speak about the need of an allianct
between the Hejaz and Turkey, even before I moved to Syria. You agreed e
me on this. No wonder then that I was shocked by the article in the Yeni Gu
I am sure that after you have pondered my observations you will go ";"“ deepl
into the matter and reverse the opinions expressed in your newspaper.

This is how I explained my “personal opinion”, formed quite some time l&
on the role played by the Arab Revolt in the history of the Near East inm“
and the Arab East in particular. I arrived at it by asking myself “Suppose
had or had not happened” in connection with a variety of events.

My purpose in writing this letter was not so much to rebut the n“'l‘.m
article as to educate a writer who possessed considerable power to mold ofe
public opinion both in his capacity as the owner of an old newspaper "::w ané
from Istanbul to Ankara and as an influential deputy in the Grand Asse i F
active member of the Committee on Foreign Affairs. Since I also wante ;
Bey to be familiar with my point of view, I didn’t send the letter to Yun:“ ros
directly, but placed it in an envelope addressed to Ferid, with the requ
he first read and then deliver it to Yunus Nadi.

#H#
thest
Oddly enough, later on I was impelled by the force of events to exwggg oal
theories in Arab circles as well: for many nationalist thinkers becam"r ot
the Arab Revolt as they observed the obstacles besetting the path 0

w
cause. They failed to take into consideration the predicament the Arabs
have been in had this Revolt not taken place.

#EH

.
Ferid Bey's reply reached me almost two months later. Here it is, in P®
translation:

slami¢
“The nationalist Turkish Government is naturally anxious that all ‘f,: :lov
countries should be liberated from foreign occupation, and it will not
making every possible sacrifice for this purpose. ard U8
tow

“We do not know the present attitude of the Hejazi ruling group to Englis?
However, we think that this government is too responsive right now
influence. We want Moslems to be happy and prosperous everywhere.

“ n‘uu
We wish in particular, that Syria and Iraq be free from foreign domin*'"

and control so that they can progress and flourish in freedom. We are pre




ty Islamic group that adopts this as its goal. It is clear that

woperate with eve
than we give Syria the

o present interests demand more than anything else
muimum amount of aid possible.

*The persons who are to go there as organizers and directors of the various
wtivities will be able to pass through Anatolia, provided that they have the
meessary credentials. ”

#uan

} o s g developments in the interval between my sending the
elter loYunu;l and receiving his answer. The European governments did not
m:ﬁwdm;l;dependence of Syria or King Faisal's regime. Faisal therefore
i ot the Pelll’opé merely as a son of the King of the Hejaz and his represen-
done, but incl:::d onference. His work was not restricted to the Syrian case
*m'liuted getti All the Arab problems. Some involved the Hejaz, which
Risal ng in touch with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Rome. King
assigned me this task too.

LR

|

Imx::c;oo?or:: but was unable to travel to meet the King because of a
#posure to the stro R in my right shoulder, the result, apparently, of
seties of dhsnoau:gtmns during my search for a hotel room in Milan. After a
®onpletely for some ¢; ests the physicians decided to immobilize my shoulder
at encireleq my bod‘mf' They bound the right hand to the chest with bandages
"¢ enclosed in 5 ’1' ike swaddling bands. Then the shoulder, hand, and trunk
se. Only my 'ishtp 3Slter cast so that the torso resembled the shell of a tor-
e on to palm and left hand were left unfettered. I needed help from

write, eat, lie down and get up from bed. As I walked along

e Street wear
earing a loose rob
€ or sat at st have
e for a war casualty. a restaurant table, people mu

Th“ h‘l
. Since ;d'f:: ;hree weeks until the surgeon removed the cast and freed my
Iy weatmentg 1 arely able to move it, | was sent to a scientific masseur for
restore mobility to the joints and muscles.

l
Manageq
Uthough iy wg:O‘u;o" about the city and suburbs and do my work energetically,
Iriend Yy Kh (:ng time before I could travel to northern Italy. I dictated to
aldun and, whenever important papers had to be dispatched, I

"questeq
Someone o come for them from Como.

When Prof
Rastyp yd::'cm Bonfanti finished his report after many long sessions together,
g the s;::ze to Rome to inquire about my health and pick up the docu-
Hace | 1qy the King ::‘"‘SO:; brought me up-to-date on everything that happened

‘Qouiblﬁ.nd'l‘:: world politics made King Faisal’
freeq Wnlsuk:peeches delivered before the French
of actj bly that the two powers had reached an accord on the basis of
Wadate and u,m for the French in Syria after they were officially granted the
Most g € problem of Mosul and Mosul oil was satisfactorily worked out.
Prench 1, c’::: politicians maintained that the English would not permit v?:;
them PY interior Syria. In fact, it became a “settled convicdonm o
ysaliy, po0 @ large section of the public and persisted until the Day &
LD ungj) .hwev"' it was eventually proved that France did not take the e
4 Sy ¢ had reached a full agreement with the English on all aspects

an case,
Miljer
and, Premijer and Minister of Foreign Affairs, frankly said as much

s return to Syria absolutely
and English Parliaments




during a Senate debate on the budget for Syria and Cilicia. Senator Victor Bir
expressed fear of the unfavorable political consequences to France from b
actions in Syria, asserting that “they would lead to the loss of British friendshy
and do great harm to France's future.” Millerand replied: “Our Allies haw

honestly and straightforwardly told us that France's actions in Syria would st
meet with the slightest opposition on their part.”

The English newspaper Daily Telegram published an article on the Syrias
case after the French ultimatum but before the Battle of Maysalin. After refe:
ring to the decision of San Remo on the mandates, the paper wrote:

“Under these circumstances we cannot touch this problem, nor block i
military operations undertaken by the French in Syria, nor discuss them. .. &
more than France can concern herself with the measures we have taken to si

press the Arab uprising in Iraq. General Gouraud in Syria is doing what he c&
siders right.”

Needless to say, the English didn't change their attitude toward Syria afte
the Day of Maysaliin. They declared, in fact, that they could not assist qltim}
ist activities in Syria. They endeavored to deflect the King's attention froe
Syria to Iraq by frankly promising to support his candidacy for the throne. Kint
Faisal was at first bewildered by these statements and pledges. Later, bof
ever, he overcame his doubts and told them that he would accept the propositice
provided that he were not asked to:

(1) Recognize the mandate, although he was willing to cpnclude an :’l;:;‘:
that would guarantee basic English interests and yet not violate the ¢
sovereignty and honor.

" ront
(2) Go to Iraq until requested to do so by the Iraqis, or ascend the th

without popular approval as expressed by a plebiscite.

If an agreement could be reached on basic principles, the King was pnp""
to go to London for direct talks with the English leaders.

s
I recalled the distant origins of the scheme as soon as I heard the ?:.:ﬂm
It seems that the English started to think about shifting King Fai“‘, tio od US
day after Maysaliin. Nairi al-Said mentioned the possibility when he Jgo:em
Dir'd. The London Times published an article suggesting it to the i
ten days after the Battle of Maysaliin. The Paris Temps comment plished
article during the first week of August. Even al-Mugajfam in Cairo pu
as a news item before we left Haifa for Egypt.

: the
There were many and various motivations for this policy. First o; ;l;n bt
British found themselves in a moral dilemma as between the French an®7h, .
in general and between General Gouraud and King Faisal in pertif!“'_:;oww
George lavishly praised the King before the Parliament, saying: . loope""“
to find a man who is more upright and sincere or more desirous of ¢ | 9
with the Allies both in peace time and in wartime.” This was Of
1920, i.e.. only two and one half months before the French ultimatuf-

British military men too, who had worked with the Arabs in g
Palestine, on every occasion hailed the great services rendered byun ge
Revolt to the Allied cause. They extolled above all the spirit of o0 in battle
daring shown by Faisal in organizing the Revolt and leading his armies contr®

Hence, the attitude of the British toward the latest events ” Syrsl;wm“,,
dicted not only the pledges made during the war, but also the peCes mord

::d;’ by their own officials. They naturally sought a way to alleviate
sis.

an
He jum'




secondly, English intellectuals had great respect for the power latent in the
Asb idea and felt that it should be carefully watched. The Daily Telegraph

wrote on July 21, 1920, as follows:

“Although not directly involved in this war, we are interested in it because
e Arab tribes make no distinction between one European nation and another.
They may try to avenge their countrymen in Syria by attacking our positions in
Iraq, as they are actually doing now.”

After noting that the mandate “requires that the independence of Syria be
"‘POC.M and that the country be governed by Syrian officials who derive their
mbor' ity from the will of the people. . . France received the mandate in this
spinit,” it added:

“It is ppssible that France can convince the nationalist Arabs that her mili-
:’;m""ws are designed merely to pacify the country and pave the way for
e oﬁ;’iﬂnment. Howeve'r. the experience of recent years has taught us that
5 mtu:lml is a p}mt which grows very swiftly. The Arab tribes were divided
o %hhosnle berorg the war, but now they sense their racial solidarity
tons m(i M:Y resent bemg governed by Europeans, contrary to their expecta-
al alfai se to wait patiently until they are qualified to manage their politi-

1S, as the great powers say."

These lines expressed the views of many Englishmen interested in the East.

i
m':ssical for them to evolve a new policy that would in some fashion satisfy

hw

“"'l:h:adz;, :o 2:‘; trend in British public opinion with respect to the “Iraqi
Wation in Iraq fa :lt a little before the Day of Maysaliin. The military adminis-
penditure of v::: many problems requiring sizable numbers of troops and the
1L, 1o1g st SUmS of money. The initial attack on Dayr al-Zir on Decem-
Pendence op Mam;":eated elsewhere, especially after the declaration of inde-
TTISis in Syria o k 1920. Churchill announced on July 19th, i.e. during the
Euphrates wimo ed by the French ultimatum, that the uprising had reached

k as made British casualties amounting to 400 dead alone. A violent
¥salin, apq th:gai:;nssut the_Bfitish on July 24th, i.e. the day of the Battle o:
St 10 all parts of lra:,ecuon spread with great speed during the month ©O

Quite
Posed thei: c'f;: inf.luemial politicians and journalists in England strongly op-
Lloyq Goorgymy s policy in Iraq. The Times published a sharp criticism of
"*quest o mlnd: statement on March 25th that the British government would
"ilities ghoy) dte for Iraq. It supported Asquith’'s view that England’s respon-
e, A memper be restricted to the Basra region, with interior Iraq left to local
il the cmtab(;'t Parliament spoke on April 29th in favor of a project that would
tmed by g IShment of a “state comprising Iraq, Syria, and Palestine to be
The '“mxr Faisal and jointly supervised by the English and French.
Sration of Ira § and Daily Express followed the Times in urging that the admin-
G be left to the Iragis themselves.

The Bay
Wt e ‘:‘lie of Maysalin took place in the midst of British public agitation
. case which the leaders were seeking to solve. Since Faisal's
Wlarally o PPed up in their discussions even before the Day of Maysalun, it

S
Umed greater importance after the battle.

e 3 #H#H
e hwuroﬂoctodin

€a
‘:: Engligh p:e'ss“l’l)osing Faisal for the throne of Iraq, whic e
¥ Same ¢ ess than a week after his departure from :'y::a‘.‘.“n:u : r

érment. The newspapers advanced numerous
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accrue, e.g. “it would conciliate the Arabs and free the English from the tasks
of administering Iraq. . . and gratify King Husein and his son Faisal, both o
whom rendered valuable aid to the Allies during the World War. . . King Faisal's

faithful support in the war with Turkey made him especially worthy of Grea
Britain's favor.”

#H#

At first King Faisal paid little attention to this talk. All his thoughts were
focused on Syria, so much so that a French newspaper wrote that he rejected the
proposal because of his tenacious concern for Syria and the Syrian throne. How
ever, his familiarity with the mysterious undercurrents of international diplomacy,
which he gained in the foothills of the Alps and on the shores of Italian lakes,
and the need, as representative of the Hejazi Government at the Peace Confer
ence, to deal once again with the “kingship of Iraq” seriously. Accordingly, b
laid plans to realize the idea in a way that would firmly guarantee the indeper
dence and progress of Iraq.

L

While still in Rome I was able to make an important contribution to this godl
Through my contacts with the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs I discoversé
that the British Government had drawn up tentative texts of the mandates [0
Iraq and Palestine. Copies were secretly sent.to the Italian Government lorll:
expression of opinion prior to their submission to the League of Nations. R
occurred to me that the details would be extremely useful to King Faisal in ‘
talks with the British. They might reveal the motives hidden behind the !0:;
tion of various suggestions and thus help him avoid the diplomatic snares ¥
the Europeans were so supremely skilled in laying.

I tried to learn as much as I could about the projects, particularly m:::
concerned with the Iraq mandate. The oral information I got from an omcm e
the Foreign Ministry merely strengthened my belief that it was necessary o
the actual texts. After considerable argument I finally persuaded the mmm
me borrow the Ministry's single copy overnight. He brought it to me °';° e.’ cor
after supper while I was still incapacitated and in need of Umm Khal u:erba
stant help. I asked her to sacrifice her sleep so that we could mﬂ: them off
copies of both documents. We finished the job by morning and rushe %
to King Faisal. He was delighted and sent us his warmest .lh{wk". L
afterwards that he found them of great value during his negotiations in

This was my first direct service to Iraq and her cause.

#HH

Kink

After he concluded his preliminary talks with the British in N°v°mb:r'[ sav

Faisal decided to g0 to London via Germany and Belgium. For my p:mu‘

NO purpose in accompanying him on this trip. I felt that my return to : 1he

re-establishment of contacts with our brethern assembled in Cairo W;uml just

most useful thing I could do at that time. Bidding farewell to King :mvod i
before he left for England, I sailed from Italy on December 5th and

Egypt on the 9th. of
I was soon brought up-to-date on what had happened since We left SZ;‘ ;,m
those actively participating in the struggle, some hid in the interiof en th¢
Some went to Amman, and others to Cairo. The first group tried to wen‘ﬂ,. sec
spirit of resistance within the country in order to organize uprismls}d enstl"
ond hoped to make Amman a center for nationalist elements. The thi ertak?
in propaganda; they considered it necessary to form a committee 0
the defense of Syria’s rights in the countries of Europe.




The fighters in Amman invited me to join them. as did those in Cairo. | felt,
jowever, that either course of action would embroil me in politics and keep mg
wy from my original fields of specialization. |1 chose instead to accompany
King Faisal to Iraq in order to fashion an educational system in accordance
vith the desires that he had expressed to me many times. SO | gently turned
down both those who called me to Amman and those who wanted me to go o

Europe, and waited quietly in Cairo.

King Faisal's negotiations with the British were considerably drawn out on
aecount of the differences of opinion among the British themselves regarding the
policy they should follow in Iraq on one hand and the French protest against the
idea of Faisal's going to Iraq on the other, not to mention the difficulty of recon-
cilng British imperialist ambitions with Faisal's patriotic motives. Neverthe-
less, an accord was finally reached in March and on the 31st the King left
fagland. He arrived in Cairo on April 14th, proceeded to the Hejaz to see his
father, and then went to Iraq via Basra (June 21, 1921).

He traveled all over the country making speeches to elucidate his plans
wiil he was chosen King and crowned in a formal ceremony in Baghdad on
August 23, 1921,

R
l""*llltllmd in Egypt throughout the King's stay in the Hejaz. Just before he
Snd?uhq he sent me a telegram to meet him in Basra. I sailed from Port
e S time I headed not north and west, but south and east. I spent the next
" years of my life
In the Service of Iraq

(This
Wil be the title of my memoirs of Iraq).
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APPENDIX

Documents and Data

It was not my intention to write a complete history of the Arab government
sublished in Syria after the World War. 1 wanted to present only a page of this
_Imay, the last page of the days of this government. Nevertheless, I thought
uugm to add an appendix containing a collection of documents that would
“atribute to an understanding of the conditions and circumstances in which the
frerament found itself from the beginning of its existence. These documents
'!Mmu(u copied from papers in my possession or drawn from the official news-
:’: U-Asimah extant at the time. | have also included tgansluod extracts
'M":.Ncord of the sessions of the French Parliament and from the memoirs

| Goybet.



FAISAL THE FIRST

Bnir Faisal entered Damascus and in his capacity as commander of the
wrihern armies and representative of his father King Husein announced the for-
Wiin of the Arab government in Syria. He then went to the Peace Conference
& lis personal capacity to defend the rights of the Arabs in general and Syrians
® puticular.  Since he had maintained close liaison with the revolutionary
Weieties organized in Syria before the outbreak of the World War, he was con-

the representative of these Syrians, too.

The French and their myrmidons, however, denied Faisal the right to speak
e name of Syria and the Syrians. It was therefore deemed necessary to pro-
de him with powers derived directly from the people. These were first granted
W e resolution of the Municipal Council in Damascus, then confirmed at the

of notables, heads of religious sects, and representatives of the pro-
+ Which he attended in various cities of Syria. Finally, the General
88 conferred on him the crown of Syria when the American Commis-
of Inquiry arrived on July 2, 1919. In a resolution submitted to the Commis-
Congress declared “that it reposes full confidence in the person of
+ - and avows its complete reliance on His Highness." It also
Strong desire to designate him King of all Syria. The Generaj
et 8§ actually proclaimed Faisal king of “united independent Syria
later, i.e. on March 8, 1920.

1.

N The communiqué 1ssued by Emir Faisal, October 5, 1918
' “‘“M people d Syria:

"'N::‘m"l to all the Syrians for the sympathy, affection, and cordial
- th:y dccorded our victorious armies and for the swiftness with which
Wity e CMth Of fealty to our lord the King, Prince of the Faithful, Sherif
¥ God grant him victory! I proclaim the following:
() Ag ab

hed m""“my independent, constitutional Arab government has bo:ll;
Wiy, Syria in the name of our lord King Husein that shall include

@) gy

%y ® Pasha al.Rikibi has been entrusted with the general leadership of
'o'n"'"‘“m in view of the confidence I have in his ability and fitness

¢ )]
~.~‘::lmy administration has been set up to consider such matters as

T may refer to it.

v Goy. I ask the people to maintain tranquillity and “d‘:‘““;"&: bo,

“ emment dboups
~l: ) and follow its instructions. I M”b’m“ the banner of the

Ty, "t I shall be exceedingly harsh to those who
" trifle with i1 laws or place obstacles in the path of progress.
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therefore that the people of Syria who have given us such a warm reception il
be a model of obedience and self-discipline in order to prove to the entire wod

that they are a nation worthy of independence and capable of managing their om
affairs.

Everyone should know that our Arab government has been established on th
principles of justice and equality. It will treat alike all those who speak Arabi
regardless of sect or religion, and not discriminate in its laws between Moslea
Christian, and Jew. It will strive with all its might to strengthen the pillars o
this state which arose in the name of the Arabs. It will aim at improving the
condition and achieving diplomatic status among the civilized nations.

May God lead us to peace and success in whatever is best for the Am
cause and peace.

Sherif Faisal

The speech delivered in Aleppo by Emir Faisal,
November 11, 1918

There is no doubt, gentlemen, that you desire great deeds from US. 3:;‘
Aleppo is at the tip of Arab territory, its people were not touched by o:: u;‘gﬂ
against the Turks. The Turks were broadcasting to the world that e;toh‘“
agreed to sell their land to the Westerners for a few dirhams. They "‘m" beet
legal opinions publicly issued against us. The simple minded may
taken in by their tricks.

Islam was created by the power of God and promulsif‘ed by oable, therefo®
Mohammed from whom our family has descended. It is mconcex;:ud ihe 1e@T
that people related to the noble Prophet Mohammed could sell or

up Wi#
of their ancestors because the welfare of the Moslems is closely bound P
it.

the great Prop

or 1
We rebelled for no other reason than to aid the righteous ln:e::;;od
oppressed. The Turks ruled for 600 years during which time tm’; s w
glorious edifice erected by our ancestors. The fire of the A"fbsd :or years. L
since that time. It was not extinguished because the Arabs live all. They wert
centuries, whereas other peoples could not have survived at all

waiting only an opportunity and a favorable time.

moment ¥
We slept for 800 years but did not die. We watched for a suitable
emerge and set to work to strengthen and augment our glory. kot
ngs which

When the Turks blew the trumpet of war, they did thi
repudiated; there is no need to enumerate them here.

The Arabs called upon the Turks and demanded their righ
tunity presented itself, they took vengeance on the Arabs. o

on

My father saw the Turkish Government was not trying to revw:;elp'm“m-‘
benefit the country; on the contrary, it allied itself with Germany r its cont®
a holy war in order to take vengeance on the racial elements unde pﬂnciP"’ d
including the Arabs. He realized that its principles were not the on the P""
the truth, so he came to an agreement with the Allies, after relyigglp re"“'(: |
of God, because he knew that they would deliver the weak and D dis i
rights of downtrodden peoples. Together they would cooperate ":nom-
the Turks and returning to the Arabs what had been extorted from

ts. When the o
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My father allied himself with the Western governments in the name of the
wrabs and shoulder to shoulder they fought Germany and Turkey. This was not,
« the Turks asserted, to satisfy selfish desires. Speaking in the name of all
te Arabs, I may tell our Aleppo brethren that the Allied governments, particu-
luly England and France, helped us greatly and as long as we Arabs exist on
the face of the earth we shall not forget what they have done.

Today we are demanding freedom and independence. These are words. Thus
w we have done nothing except expel the Turks from our country. This is
::n"b:tym because the Divine Power refuses to permit them to go unpunished for

imes.

lnﬁlmwm : t task lies before us, i.e., to establish a kingdom and a govern-
e villc we can be proud before the entire world. The nations have helped
ached continue to do so. I should like now to read to you a telegram that

me three days ago explaining the feelings of the western powers toward

:"sod;h :;,""y"“ may realize that we did not sell out our country, nor will we

The Statement of November 8, 1918

m.:;,'iff;: ':;: g:gl‘“d engaged in the war in the east, which was launched by
"0 have for map rmany, in order to liberate completely and finally the peoples
 loca Kovernmz generations been oppressed by the Turkish regime and to set
thoice of the indi ity &dmlmstrations deriving their authority from the free
e, encourage segous population. France and England have agreed to recog-
“ninistrationsg 'inus‘ support the establishment of such local governments and
W well a5 ip those yria and I}aq, the countries already liberated by the Allies,
eation of Frapce ued“ Wwhich they are still striving to liberate. It is not the
%€ regions, Rnh:: England to impose any regime upon the inhabitants of
Yotk of the govern, their sole concern is to offer such aid as will facilitate
%y choose, tg ¢ ernments and administrations which the peoples themselves
“velopment of u;mme honest and equal justice for all, to promote the economic
¥ ducatiop, and: country by stimulating local initiative and urging the spread
"¢ are the g, alo put an end to the old Turkish policy of creating dissension.
Pretnmenyg » o © Set for themselves in the liberated areas by the two Allied
This :
el e:::s*: is undoubtedly an historic document of great importance. It
"llizing“l:an se'ﬂtiments for which the Arabs can show their gratitude
eMment th e desires of these states through the formation of a strong,
at will protect the rights of the entire population of the country.

% mli M
t .
u 'on today is delicate: the civilized nations and our Allies look upon

'uh .dmi 3
M touy fation and esteem; our enemies are critical. The Turks have left

Uy, nor yedu:;ue now like children in that we possess neither government,
ing o natj 1on.  The majority of the people do not understand at all the
on mem?hsm' freedom, or independence. This is the result of Turkish
Tieciagg minds and thoughts of the people. We must therefore make them

o the blessing of worthy Sons of
Uthers ang 8 of independence. We must strive to be s

nd to rajs
wle e aloft the banner of knowledge because na
Uljey dge, order, and equality. Thus shall we vindicate the hopes of our

lag
an Ar
YU hayp ® and I enjoy no superiority over any other A”g :v‘:nmbz ;:llmii

br
:1’:‘ He 'Wme:ddth' I did my military duty, just as my fat
Pledges , 4 mutual assistance pact with civilized nations

t
nd are stil] helping us to set up a regular gove at. We mus
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attain it with resolution and determination because the country cannot live i
state of anarchy, that is to say, without a government. This is an obligatios
that the people must discharge. We shall not be innocent before God of what
may happen to this country after today. I and those with me are an unsheathed
sword in the hand of the Arabs who will use it to strike whom they wish.

I exhort all my brother Arabs regardless of religion to rémain united, advasee
education, and form a government of which we may be proud. If we do asth
Turks have done, we too will be driven out of the country, God forbid; wheres
if we do our duty, history will register our deeds with glory. I am the leastd
people in power and the slightest in knowledge, and I have no virtue save sis
cerity.

I repeat what I have said on many occasions: the Arabs were Arabs befoe
Jesus, Moses, and Mohammed; religions enjoin truth and brotherhood on earth
Hence, he who seeks to create dissension among Moslems, Christians, and Jew
is no Arab. I am an Arab above everything, and I swear to you by my honot an¢
the honor of my family and by everything I deem holy and noble that I shall set
forbear from punishing those who dare to do so, and truly none shall blame B
I consider no one a man unless he serves this soil.

We have many able associates, thank God, but they are living ahtoul.;
Turkey and elsewhere. They will soon return, if God is willing, and Np;"“
defects existing here. We may not remain idle until they come. Bvenld-.
impossible to do everything, one must still do what is essential. We shou ok
a start by considering people without regard to the nobility and cmm;x:h o
of their family, but purely on the basis of their ability, whether they be
or low, for these is no nobility save in knowledge.

Man is prone to err, so if I am wrong forgive me and explain the sou::elo:
error. Since many do not appreciate the blessings of independence, A
tioned to you before, it is likely that there will be public disturbanc:u Y
there. Consequently, the government will be compelled to resort to
until a regular government is formed.

hild
I should like my brethren to look upon the government as an inn;:lc :::»:m
does its compassionate father and to help it all they can. They 'ho‘; jals alike
that it is concerned with the behavior of private individuals and off :1 g
In this new era the government needs to generate the power with w its
tect its existence. All those who trifle with its orders and violate eve
will feel its strong arm. In order to safeguard our independence, : mg:voml!‘
to exhibit more interest in the establishment of a firm, stable, § hich 8%
tw

The police and constabulary are the pillars of the state withou “
ernmental affairs cannot be conducted. I therefore ask the people'glo' in re®
the youth, to join them and, regardless of family position, not b°‘l ted duty. A
dering a service to their country. The constabulary performs an iy m“u..dl‘
man does everything inside his own home; he may even sweep it bl
consider the

task beneath his dignity. b Supees*

Existing laws will be enforced until new ones are passed ::y'm maind”
Council, i.e. the National Assembly. The present governmen e conl‘“"
Security and order until the agencies of the new government ar

e Alept®

The Arabs are not a homogeneous people with respect to regiw}g.l:cr decio®

1s unlike the Hejazi and the Syrian differs from the Yemenite. MY \d be appi®
to divide the country into regions in each of which special laws wou g the jocs!

in accordance with the conditions and evolutionary stage reac to its W‘d‘
population. The interior of the country will have laws appropriate
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Salurly, the coastal area will have laws harmonizing with the desires of its

shabitants.

It was necessary for us to begin by a
tes¢ aws. However, the Arabs in foreign countri
wi law than we do. We are consequently deferring this matter until they meet,
ih, if God is willing, will be soon. The men whom I have invited from abroad
ue capable of legislating in conformity with the spirit of the country and the
utwe of its population. They will hold a congress in Damascus of some other
Anb city. In the very near future 1 shall review the work of the pious foundations
wd churches and restore to each the rights usurped by the Turks

lask my brethren to regard me as a servant of the country. You have gladly

@ most sincerely sworn fealty to me and I reciprocate. I shall not pgosdt

:‘mﬂsﬁt and resisting injustice nor neglect to do anything that o

e ;‘:e of the Arabs. 1 want the people to support me with action in

Ny that e community until the National Assembly meets. | shall then
your goods have returned to you.

:m" empty of schools. I wish for it a future as glorious in knowledge

ppointing a group of people to draw up
es have greater familiarity

1} :
0 h“:’:::m. I should like to direct your attention and energy to two things:
o nance of public order, and (2) the promotion of education, for, by
gains my respect except through his own merit and knowledge.

dro:,.:':‘:,“‘mv the people were aroused by my few words on learning
W00 pounds, ang schools. At one session several of those present donated
! Special Ine.ﬂng tl;ew pledged up to £12,000. I shall invite you gentlemen to
it of the eommyo eal with this important project, the project of learning, the

God
Wmt US Success in the service of the country and in our efforts for

¥ the nation enjoy a life of comfort and peace!

3.

The announcement released upon his returm from

hdb. the Peace Conference, May 1, 1919
I loved Syria
ve

— ‘g:'::l“mmed after an absence of five months. I informed the civilized
""!m Aims that you chose me to advance. The independence of your
o be -em';f“" t0 in principle. It is a fact that an international commission
oy ssi inquire into your desires, as I reported them to the Vlestemctr:;
Mo Portion :? will arrive within the next two weeks. You see€ now e
Setiong of th our foreign assignment has been completed, thanks to :0 oy
'ieiu.. Whi t: four great powers, their truthfulness and devotion t0 .ud ix
iy for Ch, in conformity with the wishes of the people. they formuld

it actions.
on. Re-

n »
."‘Nlu’ 'l;tins the internal task which devolves upon the entire ::: nsiiod
tony Out the :1: its successful execution rests with the cmmlm“'m sk
! Cision of the temporary General Syrian Congress W

3 which
Vill eqpy; m:::tmsh you success. 1 want you to prove t0 M'd-‘l:m. 2

le of is due to you and from you, that you aré Wm allM
managing your own affairs. Register before world history
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that you are a people who will sacrifice everything you hold dear for the mos
honorable of goals, independence. Being one of you, I will help all I can.

I do not doubt that you are united in demanding what is your plain right s
in striving to attain it by every means at your disposal. Work single-mindedly,
with truth as a guide in whatever you may say and do out of love for this pu
soil. Be resolute, calm, discrete, and zealous for this country.

I hope that you will prove to the world that you are the descendants of thost
ancestors who were the keepers of the temple of freedom and seekers of justice.
History is an incontrovertible witness to the truth of this statement. Indeed, the
magnificent accomplishments of the Syrian colonies scattered over the wuk
bring joy to the hearts of all who love this country.

I maintain that you will find no real happiness unless you have complet
unrestricted, unconditional independence. If the Arabs in their dispersion o
satisfied only with this, then you in your unity will cling even more to the rights
of your country. You will be independent in your country as you are in yo¢
homes. Let each one of your districts look to its own affairs, with due respec

for its traditions and customs. We shall purchase the help we need whatever it
price.

This, my fellow countrymen, is what I should like you to set befm:;
selves. I want you to be a living example and model for your sons and grand

Faisal

4.

The speech delivered in the hall of the
Government Building in Damascus, May 5, 1919

I am honored to have this opportunity of speaking to you bﬂeﬂy.o{utyho“n’:
will be of historic significance with regard to the past and mmem my
Arab nation. [ crave your indulgence for any errors | may make dmhm today.
since I am not a trained speaker. Several things have brought me

from
First, the majority of my honored listeners have assembled in thi:o‘:‘p:l -
all parts of Syria. They greeted me in Beirut in the name of the ned in ¢
whom they represent. They are here now to learn from me what b‘pp:mnl
West and at the Peace Conference that concerns the Arab World in gme
Syria in particular. There is no doubt that I am compelled to utter
in order to reassure the people as to their country and independence. cent tha?

political considerations, which I can’t mention, force me to be more reti
I normally am.

revolt
Most of the notables knew nothing about the motivating forces ::;:ens

tionary movement that arose in the Hejaz—perhaps prior to today ‘m;do varioo*
thinking of people ignorant of international diplomacy—and so they ijd that thost
dccusations against this Revolt, which I can't go into here, and s ity 0 :
responsible for it were traitors to the country or the Ottoman communod .
we were a part, However, after the German defeat everyone realiz al mdlﬂi“'
man or men who organized the Revolt were familiar with world politic reserve *
tary developments and that they acted the way they did in oz wl‘:e all T
portion of the Ottoman Empire and shield it from the fate destined t0
key following the war. peloné®

Responsibility for the Arab revolutionary movement unqu““““:? Iy 1*
primarily to my father, then, in a material sense, to the Hejazis Who
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sible because they inspired the Hejazis
So we see that the glory is to be shared

b all, thank God, even though initially it belonged to the Hejazis. Since it was a
popular uprising, the people as a whole are entitled to the credit. Yes, my father
apnized the Revolt during the great world struggle after he saw the Turks
#u into the German stream and the Ottoman nation brought close to disaster.
e felt that if the Arabs continued in the war on the side of the Turks who were
dllied to the Germans, they would share the same fate. He was aware too that
the Arabs had been yearning for a long time to escape from the yoke of subjec-
ton. They wanted to regain their historic position and avoid the snares set by
their enemies. This is the reason why they started the movement after I came to
ria and met some of the men, both city and desert dwellers, many of whom are
sitting here now. They doubtless recall the fact.

wm?:o'i“‘ my discussions in Damascus with the men of the Revolt,] returned
idence :’u and told my father how they did their duty and supported him. Prov-
i e ecreed that the Syrians should not be in a position to help the Hejazis
them, m"'hbec‘““- as you know, the Turks applied great pressure against
cause will b:e deeds the SY}’lanS performed and the martyrs who died in the
ot inscribed by history in golden letters. My father acted without
o the resul e consequences to the Hejaz and the Hejazis. He was not certain

sult, for the Creator, praise be to Him and may He be exalted, does not

eveal these things; but the Turks evacuated all Syria.

Mli:‘;‘:;mm:;& of course, there were conferences or pacts between him and the
Wr ended and es relied upon God and their pledges. He did his duty until the
departed, In :‘:“ Was restored. I left my father to go to Paris after the Turks
tia was divid od" to implement the military plans in the occupied countries,
the military pl into three zones—this is just for the purpose of implementing
interior, l"l:uant;. A temporary Arab military government was set up in the
n Paris, | aqy erefore, to claim our due at the Conference which was meeting

. I attended the Conference and the League of Nations where I was

Permitted
Wility, lo speak freely and explain the people's desires to the best of my

wied. The Syrians are morally respon
vith the desire to launch the movement.

Is
m::nt;::‘u ted th"t,"he Westerners were profoundly ignorant about the Arabs
Ngh he &fotmmon was derived entirely from the tales of the Arabian
Waware of tlfe ought the Arabs were the same as the ancient Arabs, being
ssance T: xistence of modern Arab peoples, their political thinking and
tidn'y °°08id ey looked upon the Arabs as bedouins living in the desert; they
theirs mage er the city dwellers Arabs and all! Naturally this ignorance of
%8 that the “z:pend a good deal of time in simply giving basic facts and prov-
+ and west :' were one people who inhabited a land bounded on the east,
1 told y seas and on the north by the Taurus Mountains.
the An::i:ow the Conference and revealed the goals, intentions, and actions
thaims apq 5 relieve the oppressed. Once the Allies understood the purposes,
Wogigey ACCOMPlishments of the Arabs in their behalf during the war, they
oy the e independence of the Arabs in principle. Inasmuch as they didn’t
Arabg mﬂosem stage of cultural and political progress reached by the modern
Wpoing < ;ere anxious to ensure peace throughout the land, they saw fit tlo
v Soon un::m"io"“ committee to investigate the situation at first hand. It

My ca
Se for the Arabs was based on these two premises:

(1
) Arap territory is indivisible;

(2
) Since the inhabitants differ among themselves with respect to knowledge
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and schooling, it is best not to make them into one nation with a single goven-
ment.

Syria, the Hejaz, and Iraq are Arab entities. In each the population demands
independence. I said that Nejd and the adjoining Arab territory belong excls
sively to the Hejaz and are led by my father. Syria must be independent. Iy
too seeks independence and desires neither assistance nor protection. We i

Syria do not want to sell our independence for whatever aid we may need at th
beginning of our existence. The Syrian people want to be independent and wil
pay for any material assistance at its price, i.e., a given number of dirhams

That was my approach. I needn't go into more detail because this meetin
concerns Syria alone. I pleaded for a Syria within her natural borders. I s
that the Syrians want their country to be independent without any partner.

We have been successful, thank God. Iraq is independent, not joined ¥
Syria. Similarly, Syria is not joined to the other Arab countries, although i
Arabs are one people. We all know that the various Arab districts are one wi
respect to history, geography, and folk ties. They have common customs 4o
economic interests, and there is nothing to prevent friendly economic intercourst

This defense of the country and its claims met with the satisfaction :
approval of the powers. The disputes that arose were purely the result of e
ignorance of the souls and intentions of the Arabs and their fear of Tl'w.
designs. Also, the western nations looked upon the Ottoman Empire as a §
entity and confused the Arabs with the Turks. As soon as they learned the
and the objectives of the Syrians, they yielded and complied with their d

Here I am. I have just come from the Peace Conference with thfl n"h: ::
international committee will come and tell you what I have just said. T wdyay“
ask you to express yourselves in any way you please, for the nations
not want to govern other peoples except with their consent.

e
The League of Nations has been established to prevent war and ",':;m

task of reviewing and solving disputes. The Arabs will have their ”p‘l: conside
in the League. When the committee returns to Paris, the League “wm
all arguments and reveal the thoughts of the different peoples who ol .
the domination of the Turks. It will state the demands of the Arabs of kno¥
either for subjection or independent self-rule, according to the degree
ledge and capacity of the nations freed from the Turks.

The situation today is in your hands. The external arrange .
Successfully completed, thanks to God and the good intentions o they ¥
All the great powers, it seems to me, are alike in this regard, sinc
fully persuaded by the reasons I have just set forth.

1o ¢
I shall soon tell you what has to be done. But first I must 80 b‘l:.si

past. The leaders of the Revolt acted without consulting the peo:pw
because time did not permit it. They took the entire responsibility 2 m““d
selves and functioned accordingly until today. However, this 1 no'e gent ¢
history. I want those present here—under the circumstances ‘heythreir
people morally not officially because of their special standing in pave don¢ o
ties—to voice their opinions frankly and tell me whether what We
good or not. (“Good, good”, followed by shouts and applause.)

Agreeable to the wishes of the people or not? (“Agreeable.
loud applause.)

agreest’®’

. es, ©
Have our acts met with the approval of the people or not? (“Yes:¥
Plete approval,” shouts and applause.)
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This is what we've done in the past, but from today on the leaders of the
fevolt or of the present government (“Say whatever you like") must continue to
stk because we still haven't established a regular government. Since the time
s propitious, however, and these delegations are assembled here, I can't let

gen return until I learn their private thoughts.
Do you want us to continue our work or not? (“Continue, continue,” ap-

plause.)
g z;l:lo people trust those in charge of their affairs or not? (“They do, they
. 0".)

I want you to listen to a few words going around in my brain. Will the people
dliow me.aner today to direct the external and internal affairs of the movement
:lnot? (“yes, yes, yes”, loud applause punctuated by repeated shouts of “Long
i%¢ Enir Faisal”; some spoke briefly and then Faisal went on with his address.)

Thank you, thank you all for your expressions of satisfaction and confidence.

t:‘::ml;mt draw your attention to another problem. There is no doubt that
possesses thz": on who defenqs the rights of a group cannot function unless he
i o ocuments vesting him with the necessary authority. Similarly,
they can 'm"m,rdefe“d a nation unless there prevail conditions under which
pople '“ppat. b he present body should ask the people this question: Do the
lp me b y word and deed all my actions at home and abroad? Will they

¥ granting unconditionally everything that I request or not? (“Yes.”)

!umol(";:'h:” want. This is assuredly the main point. It will be the instru-
jan c” son or persons or body who are to direct affairs after today until
mst have ‘:&gress meets, which will be soon. Meanwhile, in order to work I

orization and this I ask of you. Give it to me and I shall work.

M

"P!ctythO: x:z:d us to success. I want the people to look upon me as before. I

Pendence, Suc;o decel‘{e' themselves and say: “The nations gave us our inde-

¢ with our owp ':cog“““’", is only figurative; we get nothing except what we
" 1d yioqq20d8. It is up to the people and they must act. If we fail to

glect 0 whims and say we are independent, yet at the same time

our : :
Patriotic obligations, then we shall not have any independence.

l LF)
Gen w{:::st: ecause the people welcomed me cordially on my arrival. I want
o know eir words with deeds. This is all 1 want—it is very little. Since
Tou cwmnc"hat else to ask, I cannot say anything more. But after I obtain
“gee em € and support, I shall ask for the nation's cooperation to the

ed necessary,

One of the de ###H
% gyiq gyqe SB2LS from the Hawrdn, Sa‘d al-Din Effendi al-Khatib, stood
@i the Hawran offers His Highness what he requests. other
0 very enthusiastic terms.

A Paje
lilr‘._- Stinian sajq: “The blood and treasure of the Palestinians are the

A deje
at (- - -
* hig y Bate of the “Amirls said: “We are ready for war, we and all the Aub';

"t by &:as not killed die.” The Emir said to him: “Please stop. l"““;.
* 10 g s “.i.d is not by an official spokesman. I want one of Md”w.

..""'. sli?l?“-' Whereupon Nuri Pasha al-Sha‘lin, supreme sheikh 8o

oy : “We Arabs, our families and hair tents are your ransom; he

t
A this sha) be driven out of Islam.” Druze
of Syria, Arab and :

b B
€Y al-Atrash said: *“All of us tribesmen
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will sacrifice our lives in your service and the service of the Arab nation.
who turns aside is a traitor to the law of God, honor, and the Arabs."

Sheikh ‘Abd al-Husayn $adiq of Mt. ‘Amil said: “In the name of the people
of Mt. ‘Amil 1 pledge to you our fealty to the death.” The Emir replied: “Th
time for the oath of fealty hasn't come. Today we are in Damascus and oy
remarks are directed to the Damascenes and Syrians. I want to ask the people d
Damascus, then the people of the various districts. "

& - P

Muhammad Fawzi Pasha al-(Agm. Muhammad Abu al-Khayr Effendi ‘Abidia
Sheikh As‘ad al-Sdhib and others said: “We are the pledges of your command,
we shall ransom you and support you."

The Roman Catholic Patriarch said: “At your command, Your Highness,
command what you wish. " :

His Highness then asked the Roman Orthodox Patriarch. His Grace replie
“Your Highness concluded an agreement with us, which has doubtless not &
caped your memory. We still abide by it.”

The Roman Catholic Patriarch spoke again: “I pledge the same support ¥
His Grace the Roman Orthodox Patriarch.”

The Syrian Catholic Archbishop said: “I pledge Your Highness the sis*
Support as His Grace the Roman Orthodox Patriarch.”

ia, "
The Nestorian Archbishop said: “Speaking for the Nestorians in SY";;‘,
pledge ourselves to obey your orders, take the oath of fealty, and support

o istrict o

Sa'id Pasha Sulaymin of Baalbek said: “All the people of tlhe d:;s:"y“
Baalbek are at your command; hundreds and thousands are the ple
instructions.”

B ot 4]
‘Umar Bey al-Atasi of Homs said: “I have come from Homs. I ‘:0“1,;.’;,3, wi

8ood-bye to the people of Homs until they pledged me their support.

give you their blood and souls. "

, > with the
Ibrahim Effendi al-Khatib of South Lebanon said: “We injestt’eﬁ’: on is ¥

kingship.” (“His Highness is smiling—remain that way"”). “Mt.

inseparable, complementary part of Syria."”

‘Abd a1-Qadir Effendi al-Kaylini of Hama said: “We pledge you our
wealth. We give you our full support.” vince

Sheikh Rida al-Rifa'] of Aleppo said: “The inhabitants °:h:h;e'¢,:|e of B¢
Aleppo, town and desert dwellers alike, will do no less than
other parts of the country. They support Your Highness.

E - thousand fro® m
Shawkat Effendi al-Harraki of al-Ma‘arrah said: “Sixty
district of al-Ma‘arrah support Your Highness."’

Rida Bey al-Sulh of Sidon said: “The hopes of the P°°Pl°l
Highness. They will redeem you with their souls and blood.
now as a simple soldier.”

e
- n som of
Shab Shirkasi of Amman said: “Our wealth and children are a ran

Arab state.”

deles¥

Manah Effendi Harun of Latakia said: “The Latakians made mé :::,"bnnb"‘

and vested me with the right to speak in their name. I and my as80¢ to do ever’
instructed to support Your Highness and grant you full authorization

thing that may be in their interest.”

Abid Effendi Wahbah of al-Salt said: “The people of al-Salt are I

lives 8%

rest with Yo¥

e slaves d
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Yo Highness; they will ransom you with their souls and spill their blood for

.
Anir As‘ad Ayyiibi spoke in behalf of the Moslems of Lebanon: “We give you
Nasket authorization; whatever you deem good is good.”

ad al-Razziq Effendi al-Dandashi of Husn al-Akrid said: “The inhabitants
d Husn al-Akrid, who constitute about one-fifth of the population of the district

d Tripoli, appoint Your Highness as their agent; they will ransom you with
eir blood. "

The Chief Rabbi of Damascus said: “Our wealth and lives are in your hands.”
The Emir said: “I have obtained what I wanted.”

The Archbishop of the refugee Armenians, speaking in Turkish, thanked the
dabs for the sympathy and humanity shown his people during the four years of
% war. He said: “Our history will inscribe the name of the Arabs in gold ink.
Ness you and thank you. "

x There is no doubt (said the Emir, resuming his address) that with the support
kv received from this body 1 shall continue to labor as before until the Gen-
*i Congress meets and enacts laws to regulate the affairs of all Syria.

s my thoughts about the administration of Syria the claims of the minority
:W will definitely be given preference over the views and wishes of the
Jxity. The reason is primarily that the Turks strove to spread dissension and
‘"\d:duz, among the various elements of the population. The country will be
e, |y ;0 three zones in accordance with geographic and political consideir:.-
te ﬁnsu: Certain that the southern part of Syria will not be gdministerel;ln: ee
o the ¢ part nor the coastal like the interior and the Hawran, Jebel z ;
l'4lmhummmn region. This is just a personal opinion because I am only on
I but I shall use my influence with all those who have placed their trust
Vords ‘n?d Willing, I shall always have their support and they will acceptAmy
uase, o 2oCOMdingly because the result, God willing, will be good. (Ap-
' "1 momentary silence.)

la
‘ones:::‘;'Yme. big and small, to rely on the Creator, glory be to Him, then

Weat th S from their midst, this humble individual, because I shall prot:zt
'mt..em all alike regardless of religion. They are the same in my re):h e;
lorefary the good and the educated. 1 swear this by the honor of my a‘“
one of um' I beg the people not to consider personalities in public ser:om.
let : May say you were so and so and consider family backgrountil :bove.
ate imtch one of us have regard for the public welfare and place it g
ity rm‘_' There is no doubt that the man himself is respected A
m'hed'g:m it is necessary to work with knowledge. He may be v:zvery-
Wow thy the country and yet be unable to do governmental work. Le Vg o
ortant t I shall show no favoritism to a person because he comosums
W] g o POWerful family. 1 shall consider only ability, not social s ol
S8ty h: Man in the position for which he is most qualified becanseﬂ;:ew -8
Role nyy S Purely abstract value, whereas work is of tangible bene
Personalities cannot be brought into public service.

! shoujg inWOd
n like th jance with whom we g
Clag e people to trust the nations in all We are certain that

¥ and
Ulieg gy ¥ithout whom we could not be meeting now. %
Beople g ONLY Success and prosperity. We must prove to them that":wl
Rong us Bo want 1o be independent. Let us protect the great :“ honor all
venr ¥ Neighbors, and those who seek refuge with us. Le

thers who may come to render service in our country.
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I urge you above all else to unite. This is the task of the nation. Itis
likewise my special task, since I am one of you. There will be no independence
for you unless you maintain order and do as the one to whom you have gives
your support says.

This is all that I have to say, and perhaps I have already said too mucha
made mistakes. Had someone else been in my place, he would have spoken fx
long hours. My inadequacy makes me say: Peace be upon you!

The address delivered before the Arab Club in Aleppo,
June 1919

Gentlemen!

When I arrived here yesterday, several of my brethren asked me to say l";
words concerning our future which everyone ought to know. However, the lack
time and facilities prevented me from speaking until now. At Ii{st they
the talk to be delivered in some other place than this club, which is n e
devoted to science, literature, and oratory. But I was obliged to °°°'wm
since more spacious quarters are not available. I am honored to appear shed
the leaders of the British army, representatives of the Allies, and distingul
citizens of the town which constitutes a large part of Syria.

. i fore
Brethren! Unquestionably, you have often heard similar words from ::m
Multiplication and repetition of speeches upset me, so I beg your pard
error or failure to be clear on everything that is on my conscience;

You should know first of all, gentlemen, that you face a situmol:. ﬂ‘:-’
prove to be good, or perhaps bad, God forbid. This is what impelled Ao
before you. You must have heard my address in Damascus in which I n; date. !
myself of everything troubling me and describe our accomplishments g
asked the assemblage to give me their support and they all did.so"m, expres
powered me to manage both their internal and external affairs. With
sion of confidence I shall persevere in my work.

Up to now our work has been crowned with success. will con
culture and good behavior of the people. I hope that they

course which will elevate them to an exalted position. .
pﬂﬂc’p]”

The nations—and I mean those who fought for freedom and loftze The ¢o®
have granted you the uncontested right of freedom and independence. g to ool
mittee sent by the nations that fought by your side arrived in Jaffa that 1§
inquiries as to your desires and claims. It will hear testimony o with ¢
favorable and unfavorable to you. If it does not decide in ACCOMCRE g s
wishes, the fault will be ours. The civilized nations want t0 I“momu. Toe!
general and the Syrians in particular at the level of advanced p:“y qualif®”
have accorded you this right, provided that you obtain the nec”mﬁblﬂl- »
tions. This nation is not under the slightest pressure to acCePt 85000 o8
great states which hold power in the world have made this c}eﬂ"ﬂ m.,.u‘
that we shall not succeed unless we cling to brotherhood, since ?o enter it
language, etc. and thus prove to the world that we are a people ﬁ:nd .
ized society. Each of us must come before this committee welfare of ¥

fearlessly tell what is in his heart if he wishes to promote the
people. (Shouts, applause.) our 100"

' Sy
Don’t think that anyone wants you to take what you don’t w:l:;“ commi#**
is inyour hands, provided that you conduct yourselves nobly befor

result of B¢
This is & tinge
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fes, there are persons who say that we Arabs or Syrians cannot manage our
s aflairs. Perhaps they are right, perhaps they are Wrong. We must therefore
ule those who will come here understand that if they permit us to manage our
m alfairs, we shall be able to demonstrate our fitness and capacity. Then
#a ve do so, they will invite us to join the company of civilized nations.

Since the present situation is the touchstone of the future and the nations
wels 1o unite, then do so and be unanimous in asking for what you wish for
puselves and your country. If 1 were in some other place than this club, I
#ould be much more explicit and candid. I am not imposing any task on you. No
@ can doubt that. It is up to you. This is what I have to say. We will show
% vorld what we need. (Shouts of “Let's rely on the Emir,” loud applause.)

thouT;p froe —y in your country and will say what you wish and do what you

"Q ll:lliln brief is my message. Relying on the confidence you have reposed

swengthe mper(om my duty and do everything that may benefit the people and
0 the pillars of independence in the present and future.

.m",ym;h:h“ with 'espect to creed some of us are in a minority, some in the
ibly some 'h. may be said or imagined to be a subject of dispute. Quite pos-
1 reason wod:re unfamiliar with the situation of the Arabs today will use it
1% 80 majori scuss the Arabs and their future. As for myself, 1 say that we
s, ‘PPltusy And o minority. Nothing divides us. We are a single body.

¢ are no Mie.z The actions of the temporary government clearly show that
s, ang Ahm,8 ons or sects. for we were Arabs before Moses, Mohammed,
There is oy We Arabs are bound together in life, separated only in
government :)o division among us except when we are buried. (Applause.)
"l wndoubtegyy g be established with the help of the great civilized nations
4 wil] make wino whatever is necessary to support the rights of the minority
I be writte ten pledges for the record. 1 am sure that the documents which
D to safeguard the rights of the minority will be torn up by the

ly the
» Bven :::\.res because they will see that the majority are doing what they

|
""h::: :h:; every Syrian is an Arab before anything else. And I hope that
*orld wiy) nouspeaks Arabic feels the way I do. (Applause.) The civilized
irideq ingy espect us unless we respect ourselves and one another. If we are
hm“' Parties and sects, they will despise us since they regard all re-

" by i . 1 want
Arabs 1g g likewi:erm distinguish between one people and another I

| mugy re
hru.rmm‘ that our first task after the committee departs,

and it will not

* politie 8 task, is to see that our gatherings are scientific and cultural,
e lotl{ezil '.h‘ll encourage all my cgunuym:: who are trying to establish
€8; 1 shall be happy to see my name registered among theirs.

Yoy
ould
laa gy like me to say more about politics, but I th

h"lnd, 8 now about learning. I want this club, before
'l"mm of knowledge and a source of culture.
Mplate their future with satisfaction.

Mus
:"- He t'g: brothers and permit no parties to divide u
‘0'”'"! A res suffers an injury at the hands of anyone is tO
vant yo Ponsible official of what took place. Perhaps there oo it
" ‘a0 be 0 quarre] among yourselves, as has happened in the pas * Jeserve
:'.m" l':lirc h our reputation before the world and say we do “": tbat you
bear o .10 YOU Of the consequences of these things—God 8ran ou bave
See them! [ expect to have the pleasure of learning that ¥

ink I have said enough.

which 1 have the honor
These people

s or influence our

bear it patiently
are deceivers
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achieved the tranquility and unity which every Arab desires from independence
Remain calm and united!

Security is obviously one of the requirements of the country. It canh
brought about only by men, i.e., the police and army. Yes, the nation emergs
from the war stripped of an army. However, we must have security and I amven
anxious for us to proceed at full speed to set up the appropriate organizatios
I want the Aleppans to have completed their arrangements by the time I comt
back again. In this respect your Damascene brethren have aiready done ther

duty very well. I hope that you will not linger too long behind them, indeed tha
you will outstrip them.

I conclude now by saying good-by and may the mercy and blessings of Got
be upon you!

The statement issued on the occasion of Faisal's second
trip to the Peace Conference, September 1919

My fellow countrymen!

Because of the news I received during the night that the Syrian case '::
soon be under discussion, I resolved to leave in the morning to attend lh“by'
portant sessions. I place my trust in God and the power vested in me
noble people at this critical time when a final decision will be reached. =

ass

I am sure of your fullest support in carrying out the mjssionyouh‘z:me cour
me. I bid you farewell and urge you to remain devoted to the service“ pak
try and united in its defense. Be patient and calm! Success

Faisal

7.

The address delivered before the Arab Club in Damascus
following his return from the Peace Conference,
January 22, 1920

I have come from the West in order to inform myself regardin i
the people after the withdrawal of the Americans from the diplom‘“; ec
I wanted to speak first with the intellectual leaders on the future :a s and 0#
in the light of the situation in the West. I shall stay here a few da¥
return to perform the necessary work. abodt

$8
I am still the same man you thought 1 was, good or bad. I w:u:: o ind
that than I do about my work and the future of the nation. It is a ™ or anyh
ference to me whether I am spoken of in terms of praise Of bl‘m; am not €%
else. The people are free to say what they please. Therefore, v
cerned about what has been said or will be said, or about the ?l: peopl® .
that come from ardent souls, whether of individuals or groups. e vould 60"‘
" whole want to be independent. I am happy when I see the nation’s {:e futare. *
independence and feel the exalted sentiments that will secure US

expectation of which this club was founded.

of oo
Although I am not familiar with all the ideas in circulation, 1™ pm:)d"‘”
thing, i.e., I love my country and am working for it. I have one 810;‘“" ared. fot
country independent. And by country I do not limit myself to & § y
every Arab country is my country.

o
the desires
8 o baefield
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| am not frightened, God knows, by the power of the government or the power
d societies. I fear only history and the future. I am afraid lest it be said that
wud-so did work that was unworthy of his fathers and forefathers who strove
fx independence. I want the people to know that I am the same person in the
%est that I am here. I do not change my words when I talk to diplomats or face
wy critical situations. My principle is that my country must be independent,
wd | am following God's guidance to achieve it and restore our past glory. God
i 4 witness as to how hard I am trying. I doubt that there is a single person in
& comtry who likes alien domination. On the contrary, I am sure that the high
@ the low, the old and the young, the learned and the ignorant, feel but one
#olion—the desire for the country’s independence.

u?‘ of my fellow speakers thanked Mahmiid al-Fa‘ir for his zeal. Mahmid
ithdrawn to the desert, long-suffering and silent, but when he was wronged

¥ 08¢ up and quietly did just what I want the nation to do.

“:l;?d"”" and a half old. We've had enough of words and speeches. We
" | v of action, not of words. Although actions are very useful, words
will ree. el h: away from the country for four months and 1 am sure that history
o t1did in the West, whether good or bad, little or much. I was not
tor, for I spoke in accordance with the promptings of my conscience.

-m'?:: | ';:::““ I saw the people wildly enthusiastic, but little inclined to do
0 the nation ?. but would_ that their words were coupled with action. I call
o, mytya) oact. It will not live unless it does as I say. We need cooper-

assistance, better knowledge of one another, work, and affection.

lamt
"lies op :: spvi;;t of the movement. In its reliance on the government the nation
Wich the nat en the opportunity presents itself, assemblies will be formed on
on may rely. Therefore, at this time 1 will not permit any individ-

al o
$10Up o say that the government is thus and so or to ask for the substitu-
Assem-

one
governor for another since I am responsible until the National =
to the

! Weets,
Rieg, I shall then divest myself of the responsibility and give it

at was not
the forma-
ndence. I
in the de-

The ov
Hecteq bgy t;:nmem today is a temporary military government, one th
Y of ,eguh';"ople. For reasons 1 can’t explain, I shall postpone
ook government until I offer the nation the gift of indepe
%l for g, S and I am proud to see the nation’s youth support me

a ute independence and freedom.
are in

"’Nn,ge 4 serious situation. We must not disparage the nations, for if we

*les ‘? of them, we shall disparage ourselves before the great powers and

uy, mdep:m: t respect every nation and government. Since W€ respect our

% righ otl:le ence, and interests, we do not want to trespass upon or violate
'S any more than we want others to do so to us.

L3k the g

Wicp wil) lead rnment,

tihon and the youth to cooperate with and support my gove .
Bltiplyin em to prosperity; do what al-Fa ur did in his quiet Way: re 1-
gy th € words and attacking anyone with tongue Of newspaper article;
® government,

18 is
) m
ot 4 e ) COUNSe]l to you. The government counts on ,“l'm.; rely on it.

| trust
g ) o orthy government. 1f 1 rely on it, the nation mof which T want

? ey inmy brethren to help my government, pleasant tidings

Y bleoov:lest' g0 that I can continue to demand independence wi
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The address opening the meeting of the Syrian General
Congress just before the proclamation of independence,
March 6, 1920 :

Gentlemen!

At a time when the Turkish question is approaching a final solution at &
Peace Conference, I have seen fit to ask you once again to determine the futat
of the country in accordance with the wishes of the people who have authori¥
you to represent them during this troubled period of history. The Peace Conler
ence has promised to respect the wishes of peoples, indeed has iW":
itself the task of determining the future of every nation in accordance vn_th ~
nation's desires and wishes in order to realize the lofty principles for which
Allies entered the war.

) 1he
President Wilson in his Mount Vernon address of July 24, 1918, made
following point:

ienty, o
“The settlement of every question, whether of territory, of 'mm'm
economic arrangement, or of political relationship, (must be)upon the od. and
free acceptance of that settlement by the people immediately conce:n (-x
upon the basis of the material interest or advantage of any other na:noa';i
which may desire a different settlement for the sake of its own exte
Oor mastery.”
y indepe®

All the leaders of the Allied governments made statements ?;h:vewl
dence of peoples similar to Wilson's. In a proclamation date dence of ¥
1918, England and France confirmed the much-desired indepen
Arab countries.

. e, s W

Gentlemen! Since the war was a war for freedom and indep ;’;:ezjnl!"
which the nations fought in defense of their political exnstence.l o

father joined the ranks of the Alljes after he secured the §PP"°V2d by the leadi

Arabia, Syria, and Iraq. The struggle they waged was witness

here 1§
European statesmen and soldiers who praised Arab valor bigl:lh’: war in ¥
doubt that history will remember their glorious deeds during ps will gain¥

Hejazis, Syrians, and Iraqis sought death. I am sure that the :’:
much from the war as our Allies who triumphed over their enemies. politics

e,

This victory was not wholly military; it was, above every ‘hi,n:merver '“m‘
because it represented a victory of right over might and of free Jes of the v
Today the idea of independence is widespread among the peop
and enduringly engraved upon their hearts. o of ¥

0
The Arabs are entitled to their freedom and indep‘”‘denceu:{iovn?w";
pure blood they shed and of the many kinds of torture and aff e o
fered. The Arabs will no longer allow themselves to be enslaved. W“’“:
don’t believe that there is any nation that wants to enslave us. %o oo, bt
trips to Europe and the conversations and exchange of corr”mw as 10 ¥
had with the leaders leave me with no reason for doubt or hes
good intentions of their governments. it

not ©
Gentlemen! We do not demand that Europe give us what “m::r: uroP®
to have. we Simply want confirmation of our clear right, ¥ o

nt nd
Y acknowledged, to live as a free and completely ind":::de.nd S““‘:
Lfo, Didst of the other respected nations on a basis of frien cnia":;':#

affection, Our policy in the fut 36 1e0C
ure will be one of peace w
ing on mutua] benefits and confidence, i.e., a policy in harmony
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werests of the nation and world peace. The Arabs will not look scornfully
g« advantageous exchanges between themselves and civilized nations, nor
vill they reject the friendship of those who want their friendship, provided that
% honor not be touched or their full political independence impaired.

Gentlemen! Your function today is important, your task great. Europe is
rewing us at close range and will decide for or against us depending on our
#tions and future political course. Our new state which arose on the founda-
s of the patriotism of its honored sons now needs first of all to determine its
lwn, then to draw up a constitution that will define the rights and duties both of
tose who command us and of those whom we command in our future life, which
Iinust will be filled with energy, work, and enterprise.

Before 1 conclude my remarks at this immortal session, I should like to
"ind you of your Iraqi brethren who fought and suffered with you for the father-
u‘?" of our obligation to help one another in order to live a vigorous and
4y life. 1 wish you a sincere Arab salaam. May good luck and success attend
M patriotic endeavors. Peace be upon you!

10.

The address delivered at the great banquet held in
Damascus, May 27, 1920

m::?;: oceasion, 1 should like to say a few words that I know will greatly

me be nation. Yes, these words ought to come from the government and not

Pri cause I have no responsibility. Nevertheless, begging the forgiveness

“‘Iabomm&wmste" I must say that the people today are yearning for informa-

vas rea eir situation and fate. We learned in summary form of the decision

were &l:ed at the San Remo Conference regarding the future of our country.

Ul anq thy, own into despair, thinking that it settled our future once mcli for

or m;.ny &ffort on our part would be fruitless. Most of the population,

it erefo Although we have been condemned, we do not want to be en-
 ‘erefore, let us die an honorable death.”

1 these ideas a rresponds to the reality

re prevalent today. But neither co

e
~ hve':eh"e not been condemned to extinction so that we should despair,
Wt gje been condemned to suffer colonization so that we should say we
0
m“‘:eh;t th?n are we condemned? We know that a decision was taken ::
- Nduzm $ independence and to place her under a mandate. But wln:ml
“ o lnow,? What is it like? Does it put an end to us or not? This we
d the n::e 4go the people resolved to proclaim their mdependoncoo.. m’:'l;z

ons must recognize it. Now just as we took a decision ¢
- Ol.lr.f:- they took a decision to suit theirs. Each side claims &t' li:h ::
Uite ‘endship, however, doesn’t permit either of us to infringe

®. even though we give priority to our own interests.
Along

ik rgg  OClaimed her independence in accordance with her interests.
;,“imO&nmo,, of this indepgndence. the nations also set conditions :ll"::‘:;
“oulg hm;" interests. When we proclaimed our independence "‘; .;‘ooplu pi

® sid the interests of all, that we would associate with the «Come let
Wieo U€ We fought. Then the powers set their conditions, Sayin:

*®onej)
€ our interests with yours."
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It is evident that we have suffered no injury thus far and that the doors o
negotiation are still open to both sides. We must know that we are regarel
as an independent nation.

The word mandate has no clear definition or meaning. The people haw
flatly rejected it; no one who wants to live will accept it. It is an elastic ters
that is sometimes applied to extreme imperialism, at other times to the most
delicate way of providing friendly aid without impinging upon independence.
Nevertheless, acceptance of it would be a disgrace to any nation that seeks
life.

I want the people to know that the head or governor or king whom they havt
chosen believes in this principle. He will not be satisfied to have it said th
the kingdom of which he is the head is under the restrictions of another kingdox
for a nation like ours that has lived for many centuries and civilized the work
cannot be so fettered.

I don't want your refusal of the mandate to be limited to words alone. L"
remember that I have always said, particularly after returning from Enrq;.‘
independence is something that is taken, not given. You demand of me indeper
dence—I demand of you the means.

You remember when we were under the occupation that the governmen::‘:"
executive power and the ability to build an army. Since the governmen .
to show the people the need, first of all, to maintain order aqd. ”cla' .
defend the country in case of an emergency, it enacted a conscnP‘i‘”‘” :
more than a year prior to this law, the army was based on volun:!h: t s difle
could not organize a detachment for review, let alone for defense, had s resh !
ence there was only two months after the law was passed, when we e
small, army with a rudimentary sense of discipline. However, tlhﬂ‘ :: extens!
does not regard the present forces as adequate for the interna iy
requirements of the country inasmuch as a great many men have
deferred from service.

want ¥
We should look upon the nations in two ways: first, as rrien%:‘;h&“
to appear orderly and who fear the occurrence of a disturbing incl have
turn us into a rabble; and second, as potential exploiters wzoto pl'oduceti'
covetous designs on us. The government therefore is compelle and main@®
the strength that will gladden our friends, defend our existen":"w of anarchl
order, especially since the occupation zones of Syria are in a g ust vigih?
which I fear may damage our reputation abroad. The government m, us mp""‘
in maintaining domestic order and creating the power that will s my!
by our friends and enemies—and I don’t know that we have any ene y ot 8%
e natio®

istr
The nation wants independence and will consider unfit anyel::f‘ The 5
ernment that fails to call itself a defense ministry or BOVernm¥r - -,

that demands this must furnish the necessary tools in the form
Py and D"’M
Despair must not seep into our souls. Thinkers, inte““‘“:’l“’ all our
publishers must forestall that. We shall live and no harm W

pendence. g of

and
There is no doubt that this nation which sacrificed tens of th?’ s ¥,
lives in Galicia, the Caucasus, Persia, and Rumelia in the service jstenc®
not be loath to expend twice that many lives in defense of its OW?BS bt
freedom, even though it has just emerged from a long and exhaust ,mmﬂ“w
It is impossible to build an army without money. Hence, ;heg;': will o
floated a guaranteed loan to enable it to generate the strensth
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iis futare life secure. I hope the people will buy the bonds and prove to the
drilized world that they have everything, that they don't need foreigners even
lor money.

Covernments have grown accustomed to floating loans to meet crises and the
fegree of success is a measure of their people's vitality. I want our loan to be
wapletely subscribed, especially since the bondholders will derive considerable
wolit from it. Efforts must be made to arouse enthusiasm both for the loan and
fe the army. I am sure that none but an enemy of the country will be slow to
ubscribe.  All those present tonight are influential members of the community
©d lave a stake in its prosperity and welfare. They must strive, therefore, to
fiide the people toward these noble goals: money and the army.

This is my wish to the country. 1 advise it to be diligent and serious in
ferjthing that it does. As for those who advocate dying for the sake of a free
e 20d a noble death—and 1 consider myself one of them—theirs is a glorious
Sought. If destruction should approach, I would be the first to die. But I assure
“NHM we have not been condemned to death. This sentence has not been and
. m‘“b’ passed. We must prepare ourselves and reflect; our actions must be

malerial, sensory world, not in the realm of the imagination.

mhere are few more important or more difficult problems on the international
m'h"' that represented by Syria. A final solution will not be reached on the
hm:‘;“"mper article or speech by some person, responsible or irre-
o front d he people and I ask the head of the government, who is now sitting
- me, to tell us about the results of his work. We are concerned today
ults. I want the nation to stand firm to the end, await the decision with

sn:y' and help its government with soldiers and money. Let us work
e we l::“ I8 from God. Next year when we again gather around this table, I

1l have forgotten these trying days.
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THE SYRIAN GOVERNMENT

The Arab government established in Syria following the entrance of i
armies of the Revolt passed through three distinct stages:

First, simple military government, which began on October 1, 1918 with ¢
arrival of the armies of the Revolt and ended on August 4, 1919 with the forme:
tion of the Council of Directors. During this period the administrative powe
was in the hands of the Military Governor General who functioned under (b
supervision of the Emir and the Commander in Chief. The Directors Ge
were then in charge of the several departments without sharing responsibility [
the Governorship General or concern for public policy.

Second, the Council of Directors, which began on August 4, 1919 with ¥
formation and ended on March 8, 1920 with the proclamation of independence
The Directors General during this phase functioned as ministers and §
responsibility for the government as a whole and determined policy. The llﬂﬂg
Governor General was also Vice-Chairman of the Council of Directors &
January 26, 1920, but thereafter only Director General of War.

which begas ®

Third, official independence and government by the cabinet, 95, 1980
March 8, 1920 with the proclamation of independence and ended on July &,
with the French occupation. Responsibility for government duri
was vested in a “constitutional Syrian Government” by the General inisi.
gress. This government was composed of seven ministers and PURS
the latter appointed by the king in accordance with the constitutional pré
in the West.

#HH vere

During the first stage the government was called “The Arab “‘,l,iu:yn(:ow
ment in Syria”, and subsequently “The Syrian Arab Government tjons 4
Government”, and “The Syrian Kingdom”. (These names and d““n‘:, posta*
be noted on the official papers issued by the head of the government, e e
stamps of the various periods, and the Syrian dinars minted at the
independent regime.)

#un
ces

Initially, the Arab state in Syria was confined to the two provi® r on, folo*
Ottoman times as the vilayet of Aleppo and the vilayet of Syria. ““ute came ¥
ing the insurrection led by Ramadin al-Shallash, the borders of the BT e
include the district of Dayr al-Ziir, which was regarded by the Turks
mous but linked directly to the Ministry of the Interior.

ps, B¢

: Since most departmental heads in these two provinces were l;g‘m:ngt pece?
eft the country along with the army. The leaders of the Revolt

Sary to designate Arabs as replacements for these capable men- from ¥

cred

During the Ottoman re instructiof®
gime the departments received 10
g::"u“ ministries in Consununop‘l): Hence, it was nec’;::ry‘onf’
inoxates general in lieu of these ministries in order (0 e ovision ®*
8. A new court of cassation was set up in Damascus a0
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« various judicial procedures. The Council of State in Constantinople, to
shich the official departments used to refer many matters, gave way to a council

nt similar functions in Damascus.

The entire process of reorganization and appointment of personnel was com-
deted in a short time; whereupon Damascus became truly the capital of the new

fovernment,

#H#

Under the Ottomans the official language in Syria was Turkish. All depart-
wits and courts wrote their records, decisions, and correspondence exclusively
4 Twkish. The Syrian government had to change the situation and replace
Twkish with Arabic. This too was done with extraordinary speed. The govern-
it provided special instruction in Arabic composition for its employees.
SM‘." and officials used classical Arabic texts and the publications of the
“S/Ptlan government as sources for the coinage of needed technical terms and
hd"‘lq’mm of an effective style for the new Arab government. Numerous
“mmittees worked hard to achieve quick results. The new Syrian state thus
*eme fully entitled to be called “The Arab State”.

L

n:‘;:r;mh noting that in this field the Syrian government accon?plished much
beeay 8 a short period of time than the Egyptian government did in decades
%, among other things, it also invented military phraseology when the
ans were still using Turkish words even for rank, etc. Arabic was made
eatly ,m." of instruction in higher schools while foreign languages were cur-
& Ing this purpose in Egypt. Therefore, it is no exaggeration to say

¢ Syrian government created after World War I was an Arab government in
Sense of the term.

###H

The Militar ko
| y Governor General during the first of the three stages a
1:" 1,°' the second stage mentioned above was Lt. Gen. Ali Ridd al-Rikabi.
8t gty ter succeeded by his deputy Col. Mustafd Ni‘mah who occupied
't was finally abolished. v

T
¢ theeﬁ:“ fmanship of the Council of Directors, instituted after the termint&t::
| ‘ltch‘;g_ Governship General, was held by Emir Zaid from January
lamation

The officj
Y als in charge of the several departments prior to the proc
c.nhf‘;';dence were: Director General of Justice — Iskandar ‘Ammiin; DP?:T
fri; ,;he Interior — Rashid Tali% Director General of Education = Qa& v
-q — tor General of Finance — first Sa‘id Shafir, then Ahmad Hilu:l. ok
Tagyy alg of War (originally called “Chairman of the Military councu. ) - ks,
Shimi, then Yusuf al- Azmah, and finally Rida al-Rikabi; Dire

o Public Security — Haddad.

The #H# Mo

° WO ministri ndence we
" Rigg al.Rie Stries formed during the period of ing;l:‘ former was in office

" Marer o abi and Hashim al-Atasi respectively. iy
~ namch 2,"‘ until May 3rd, the latter from May 3rd until the Day of May
“aty Bivep b;lh € men who served in these two ministries aré lis

ow.
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1.

Formation of the Council of Directors
To the honorable Director General of. . .

In the hope of forming a sound administration to facilitate the establishmen
of a normal, orderly government in the country, His Highness the Emir has con
manded the Council of Directors to meet officially under the chairmanship of
His Highness, or that of ourselves in his absence, at 9:30 a.m. every Wednesdy

morning to discuss the items enclosed in this letter. We should like you to attend
regularly at the designated time in our residence.

Respectfully yours,

‘Ali Rida al-Rikabi |

Military Governor General of Syria
August 4, 1919

2.

Statute on the Formation of the Council of Directors

Article 1 — The country shall be administered by a Governor General .r'::n:)l::
ectors, each one being responsible for a portion of the affairs of ‘h?. 80v°c(umcﬂ
They and the Governor General shall constitute a Council called Tl(‘; st
of Directors” which, under our chairmanship or that of the vGovernor n
our deputy, will be responsible for important and public affairs. 3

Article 2 — The directors mentioned in Article 1 above are now tt}e Dlrec;n
the Interior, Chairman of the War Council until a Minister of wa; lsr;p:?e. and
Director of Finance, Director of Education, Chairman of the Council 0
Director of Public Security in case of necessity.

ining 10
Article 3 — Each Director shall in principle conduct such.a(rausabp;:;z";f“

his department as come within his purview in accordance with est

and regulations. Whatever does not come within his purview = After the mat

Governor General for transmittal to the Council of Directors. for ap

is discussed by the Council, their decision shall be submitted to us

Article 4 — The group of Directors is collectively responS::le
governmental policy and each Director is individually respons
is done in his own sphere of action.

Article 5 — The items on the agenda of the Council of Directors ars:
(a) Problems connected with domestic policy.

(b) Matters involving the collective responsibility of all
(c) Disputes which by law require a decision of the Council
(d) Matters submitted by us.

(e) Making loans.

(f) Executing military movements.

(8) Proclaiming martial law.

(h) Making extra-budgetary payments in case of emergency:

(1) Granting concessions and contracts.

the pirecto®
0‘ Dmc(d‘
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(j) Enacting regulations for government departments and decrees that shall
wre the force of law until the Legislative Assembly meets.

(k) Important political and administrative affairs.

() Matters of sufficient importance to be referred to the group for discus-
fl00.

Aticle 6 — All decisions of the Council of Directors shall be submitted to
u for approval, which we have the choice of granting or withholding.

Aticle 7 - Directors may write bills on subjects which fall within their com-
wience and which, when concurred in and signed by the Military Governor, re-
fire our approval, but need not be submitted to the Council of Directors.

Aticle 8 — The Military Governor General and the Directors have the right
W choose employees for their departments. The directors shall communicate the
Haes 1o the Governor General who will forward to us with the necessary docu-
®iation such names as require our confirmation as well as the names of those

@licials whom he has chosen for his own staff. They will start work after
*ing confirmed,

h:deu:“s- The above articles are in effect as of now. Other articles will
and some may be eliminated as circumstances dictate.
Faisal

#H#

Formation of the First Cabinet
W Minister Rigz al-Rikabi:

u::v'ie.w of your well-known devotion and ability, we have appointed you
dh‘Pmnemer in order to form a cabinet that will achieve the sacred objectives
Gtizen, 5§ and political and social progress so impatiently awaited by every

Puc,bewe ask God to grant us success for the people and for the country.
uipon you!

-y Faisal
all 18/ 19, 1338 (March 8. 9. 1920)

% Minister Rida al-Rikabi:

We 3
hag ,°0nlf;rm the Cabinet that you proposed in your memorandum no. 1 dated
+ 1338 (March 9, 1920) as follows:

Ch‘ = -
Ifman of the Council of State: ‘Al1a’ al-Din al-Durubi

Minister of the Interior; Ridd al-Sulh
PUty Minister of the Interior: sa‘id a"*.‘““-v“;
Acting for him, pro tem. Maj. Gen. ‘Abd al-Hamid
Deputy Minister of War: Maj. Gen. ‘Abd al-*.la'“fd
A€ting for him pro tem. Chief of Staff Yasuf al- Azmab
*PUY Minister of Finance: Faris al-Khri
H::,u: Minister of Justice: Jalil al-Din A
€ of Education: sati® al-Husri

PU:.V Minister of Commerce, i
Cultyure and Public Works: yiisuf gl-l;llkim
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We hope that you will energetically defend the people's rights, maintain las
and order in the country, and strengthen the bonds of friendship between ow
government and friendly governments, especially the Allies, in order to realize
the wishes of the Syrians and their hopes for unity. We hope too that you will
expend the utmost effort in spreading the spirit of harmony among all classes of
the population regardless of religion or creed. We ask God to keep you and pros-
per your works. Amen.

Faisal
The Royal Palace, Jumad4 II 19, 1338 (March 9, 1920)

#u#

The Cabinet’s Statement to the Syrian Congress,
March 27, 1920

Distinguished gentlemen!

The members of the cabinet are extremely happy to be the first local colnolct‘ii
tutional ministry in the history of Syria. We have come before the first .
constitutional ministry in the history of Syria. We have come before tbepm‘
representative parliament to read a statement outlining our pl'ans. We m“ o
to extend our greetings to this glorious national parliament which !.he pet:gmm
forever remember generation after generation because it is the faithful e
of their desires, the resolute defender of their rights, and the founders
new government in the new era of history.

You know, gentlemen, that after the World War broke.out the M‘:‘Mr?o::‘
under the leadership of their commander, His Majesty King Husem'mmon cause
the ranks of the Allies. They made enormous sacrifices for the O enturies o
in the expectation of obtaining their independence and freedom ane‘ri ce ly
slavery during which their ancient civilization perished and the _t; rhe Allies
pillars of their glory collapsed. Their revolt and association Wi gevere blov
when the outcome of the hostilities still hung in the balance was aotto"‘” En
to the lavish hopes that Germany and her partners placed on the ic and socisl
pire's entrance into the war on their side—this because of the hlstong from
position of the Arabs. The Allies derived tremendous advanugegened.
support in that they gained strength while their enemies were we-a;oty of right
war ended in a defeat for the Germans and their partners an{l 2 v;c eds of Kiné
over might. The Arabs were liberated by virtue of the glorious emembﬂ with
Husein and his brave sons, deeds that the people will always “: which e
gratitude. He is thus the founder of the Arabs' modern history W
nation started its second golden age.

: history ¥
Chapters of thankfulness and esteem will also be devo}ed ';:::s taken W
his talented son. His Majesty Faisal the First, King of SY"a'ewubenuon of 1b¢

the Syrian case and pledged himself to continue to work for th Syrian
entire country and to defend it to the last. He is the creator of u?ehmcnt on the
dom and the one most responsible for its deliverance and es“bms were united
basis of freedom and regeneration. The hearts and hopes of Syrian ur obedien*
in him, their king and undisputed master. So let us promise him ©

. iust ruler
and congratulate the throne of Syria on the brave patriot and Jus
occupies it.

lof
their ¥
We mustn't forget the debt we owe to our great Allies who pwveddamoli'"‘

at a very critical juncture. They supported the principles of right a~ndwmch thert
the edifice of wrong. They called for a new and glorious era mof e polic
Wwould be respect for the rights and freedom of peoples, repudiation the righ®
of conquest and imperialism, annulment of secret treaties violating
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¢ utions, and self-determination for liberated peoples. Their services to the

& cause have been memorable.

is 2 result of these noble enduring principles.
wabers of your worthy assembly to determine their fate in accordance with their

sis and to strengthen the rights bestowed upon them by nature and reinforced
y e many sacrifices made during the war. The Allies confirmed these rights
y ledges and promises and acknowledged the Arabs’ share in the glorious
newy. They agreed to proclaim the independence of Syria within her well-
bom borders embracing the three temporary zones of military occupation, to
all the man of the people and their liberator Emir Faisal ibn Husein their King,
:“;;ﬁ:‘busb."espo“s'lme constitutional government. Thereupon. you passed
ﬁlhebe?' r,"ml."'wotded resolution of Jumadd 11 18 (March 8th). That day

ginning of our new free life. Viewing your glorious work with joyous
m:l':::ipe;%le organized festivals and celebrations throughout the country
Nlionalist Cated once again their unanimous and ardent support for our noble
st objectives. We offer our thanks and commendation for your work

Wich s :
hall be recorded in the history of the nation.

m’:‘:::“;e“; t.his regolution which translated the desires of the Syrians 'frqm
of thec ‘s‘:ve action, His Majesty the King entrusted us with the adminis-
by ngdom in accordance with the constitutional civil principles
m.dsmy:: esteemed assembly. We began our task and laid hold of the
Rim, We “em:nt by'seek‘mg the aid of God and relying on the support of the

vithin th etermined to make every effort to safeguard our total indepen-
Mition amog e framework of Syrian unity so that our people can reach the
Hlendid recogg advfm.c?d nations to which they are entitled by virtue of their

Our of civilization and culture.
great Allies view our new life with much satisfaction and will l‘:’elpwl;;
e

t
all the obstacles impeding our path to progress and Success-

"pecia]]
' thejy {0\: the good faith of Great Britain and France who have been known
of the Arabs and whose assistance in our war of liberation proved
nciples and noble

1
' e.mT:l:y were the first to agree with the sound pri e
across ‘Lbasns of which the honorable American people came to .
w'ciuim, the Atlantic. We have their promise of continued friendship gn
: 0 the days of peace just as we had it in the days of war. They give

Indicat; s
ton of abiding by their exalted principles.

Eag)
o 'ﬁl"};’ France, moreover, know very well th
: m“‘ione: fe in a world at peace. This cannot be ach
eSts of and deprived of self-government. They are sure
all nations in our country both for our own S

Our
upecuut;' :isn policy is a policy of peace and friendship with gll nat‘::n:;
-PI'Olecti‘::, tl;e Allies who helped us in war and will help ‘;sth‘: &‘;l Frs
' 0
of the rights of their nationals, and uulizationmd porfh o o

“epende heir civilization that can contribute to our progress
Our Nce unimpaired.

' we
re uumwl’“al affairs will continue to be administered as they are now ““md =
"l ! Constitution, which will tee every segment of the popula
o hatta e and improve

of
Opportunity to build the country, increase their wealth, e justice

Ir ¢ .
u%‘::ltion, We shall make every effort to maintain order, P'::”
P%‘ People as quickly as posgible, and strengthen the army 7 = dently
"‘Ngom full independence. We are delighted to see that this p“ i

he all With the desires of the people, for they are onthusustlilcal y

of the armed forces to perform their holy duty for the father

the Svrian people chose the

at we desire nothing but &
jeved in a Syria that
we will protect the
ke and for theirs.
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We shall concern ourselves above all with spreading education and buildig
schools that will graduate men imbued with love for their country, sound in thes
thinking, healthy. and of good moral character. We shall enrich our storehouses
of information by translating and composing books on the modern sciences s
arts and by making use of western Knowledge

We shall endeavor to improve the countrv's agriculture, trade, and industy
and exploit its mineral resources in order to increase production and add to th
national wealth., Moreover, through the institution of economy measures we shal
lighten the burden of the high cost of living that now also affects the rest of the
world and is engrossing the attention of statesmen everywhere. The governmes!
cannot perform these tasks unless is possesses a sufficient amount of mos
Present income does not match the fixed expenses we have to meet in this nev
era of our development. In order to execute our plan, we must balance the bué-
get and spend our funds as efficiently as possible. The people should dischargt
their obligations zealously. swiftly, and, above all, generously.

We shallcontinue tobe governed by the civil laws and statutes of the Olm
regime plus the subsequent modifications and additions until we gradulllycl 2
or replace them with other laws which are more in tune with the Phy"dc‘“wl
moral condition of the country at its present stage of civilization .m'm
will contribute to our genuine progress by protecting the rights of indi
and groups.

constr
The government requests that this esteemed body hasten to dra(ts;::me e
tution and electoral laws. Deputies should be elected and the legi
vened at the earliest possible moment.

ntatives
In conclusion, we express the hope that the people and their represe

etings
will help us in our patriotic task. We extend to you our respectful gre

##H

4.

Formation of the Second Cabinet
The Royal Letter to the New Prime Minister

My dear friend Hashim al-Atasi: { the Frenct

In view of the governmental crisis caused by the wlegmmi:od to entvs'
government which arrived the day before yesterday, we have degc a new cabl
you, a man of proved sincerity and ability, with the formation 0 d security ad
Its first assignment shall be the maintenance of internal order ‘i': i1l or whos*
the defense of the country’s rights against all those who wish

trying from abroad to impair its sacred independence.

Choose those men who. to the best of your knowledge, po ”O::itu:bm
qualifications and can help us reach this noble goal. Then SuD enalf of &
to me for confirmation. May God grant us success and guidance in
people and country! Peace be upon you!

e requisi®

i Faisal
Sha ban 15, 1338 (May 3, 1920)
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Answer of the Prime Minister

¢ Honorable Chamberlain of His Majesty:

Pursuant to the noble commands sent today to this humble person regarding
% formation of a cabinet whose first task shall be the maintenance of internal
swewrity and the realization of the people’s wishes for defense against those
wo wish them ill or who are trying to impair their sacred independence, I pro-
pse the following Cabinet, which possesses the requisite qualifications:

Prime Minister and Minister of

the Interior: Hashim al-Atasi
Chairman of the Council of State: Rida al-Sulh
Minister of Foreign Affairs: Abd al-Rahman al-Shahbandar
Minister of War: viisuf al- ‘Azmah
Minister of Finance (holdover): Faris al-Khuri
Minister of Justice (holdover): Jaldl al-Din
Minister of Education (holdover):  Sati al-Husri
Minister of Public Works: George Rizq Alldh

m:“;:,“ transmit this list to His Majesty so that if he so pleases he will
is order of confirmation. May God grant that his opinion be favorable!

Hashim al-Atasi
%'t 15 (May 3, 1920) Prime Minister
#4#
s > The Royal Decree
im al-Atasi:

&a‘::ncggﬁ'l';atahe list of Cabinet members mentioned in your memorandum dated
p as follows:

P&?h:::iiz:?r and Minister of A e

Chatrmag of - Hashim al-Atasi

i of the Council of State: Rida al-Sulh

Jster of Foreign Affairs: ‘Abd al-Rahmin al-Shahbandar

h.nism of War: yisuf al- Azmah

::::::: of Fina.nce (holdover): Faris al-K_hﬁrf

Minis ey °: J“S“CG. (holdover): Jaldl al-Din

i of Education (holdover):  Sati®al-Husri

of Public Works: George Rizq Allih

We
st L TUSt that you will labor to realize the desires of the people by taking the

L vi
Rty: 180rous measures to defend their sacred independence; t:uw"m“m.“ :;c::;
c

0 work ong
Sm for the development of mutual cooperation am
tom cp°p“lm0n regardless of religion or creed so that they may be like S0¢
ten the bonds

Pacy stru
o agipy 1 TUCtUre of which each part strengthens the other; to
"Deciayl:,etw“" our government and the governments of the great friendly W‘:":u
. ¥ the two that helped us reach our desired objective. May God grant ¥

S and guidance! Peace be upon you!

4
ban Faisal
15, 1338 (May 3, 1920)
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#H#

(Some changes took place in the cabinet on the following day.- The Prise
Minister relinquished the Ministry of the Interior and appointed ‘A2’ al-Dia al

Duriibi to the post; he replaced George Rizq Allih as Minister of Public Works
with Yasuf al-Hakim.)

5.

Statement of the Second Cabinet to the
Syrian Congress, May 3, 1920

Gentlemen!

The resignation of ‘Ali Rida al-Rikibi led to the formation of the preses
Cabinet which has now come before this esteemed body to explain the plan b
it intends to follow. In agreeing to assume the grave responsibility of 5°m;
ment during these critical days as a service to the holy fatherland, we rely flf:l
upon God and then upon your help and that of the noble people who have chos
you as their representatives.

The basic elements in our plan are:

(1) Full support of our absolute independence, including the right of foreie
representation.

. rejec
(2) Insistence upon the unity of Syria within her natural ‘?““”,,‘,”,‘:sxwf'
tion of the Zionist desire to make a portion of her southern territory—
a national home for the Jews.

(3) Rejection of all foreign interference with our sovereignty.

These are the objectives of our ministry and, in essence, an 1“‘Pll°n
of the decisions taken by your Congress at its historic sgsslon. ol
attain them, we must retain the friendship of our noble Allies Wh°m“ e
us to fulfill our national aspirations. We must also mobihzg all our detly fuse
moral resources, i.e. our collective power, to secure the life and q:es .
tioning of the country. You are aware, of course, that to do SO feq‘"ot injure
money. We shall endeavor to obtain the latter in a way that will ’Lneroﬂs wi
economic structure of the country. The people who have - fnone)' or
their spirit to achieve independence will not be stingy with their ill be chieflf
Same purpose. The cabinet, insofar as its domestic plans g0, mople, assut
concerned with strengthening law and order so as to calrp the pglic disorder®
them security in their work, and increase their wealth. Since pu n abrod , we
hinder our sacred patriotic efforts at home and damage our reputamt ,
are resolved to employ drastic measures against all those who may
dangerous behavior. :

ertain pre

You learned, gentlemen, that the San Remo Conference came 0 ‘:n princ}
liminary decisions concerning Syria. These included the "?cos.n'tl%n anticipati®
of our country as independent. We greet this recognition with joy !
of its serving as a basis for other rights that we shall claim.

is pre
We note the declaration of our ally Great Britain that she is I

. ver
recognize His Majesty our King as head of an independent Syrian 800 o

mentatios
order ¥
helpiné

aw
P‘”M

Lt
These decisions contemplate a mandate. We shall do our utmos

this limitation. il o
th wil

mon 3l

The conference that will meet in Paris at the end of :biSAm“ will
doubtedly review tpe Previous decisions. We trust that our

128



the strength and unshakable

iy with us and keep their promises. If they don't,
tee that we shall ultimately

fermination of our people are the greatest guaran
¥ weeorded our right.

In conclusion, we take this opportunity to assert that we are a people who
#mnd nothing but our right and who do not wish to infringe the right of any
e people. On the contrary, we want to live as free men in our homes, at
mee with those who are at peace with us and respectful of the interests of
Sose who respect our interests. Success is with God.
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THE SYRIAN CONGRESS

The General Syrian Congress was both a legislative body and a constitueat
assembly. It was composed of delegates who came from all parts of the cour
ry—interior and coastal Syria and Palestine, i.e. the eastern, westem, ad
southern zones.

The main purposes behind the formation of this Congress were: (1) W‘:
clear the desires of the Syrian people to the American Commission of Inquiry,
(2) to establish the form of government and draw up a constitution.

Congress members from the eastern zone were chosen in accordance 'v?
Ottoman electoral procedures. In the western and southern zones, mw
elections were on the basis of “credentials” because the occupation au
did not permit the people to hold open meetings and conduct elections.

The Congress met for the first time on June 3, 1919, for the last tm
July 19, 1920. During this period there were three sessions: (1) when ml.cﬁl"'
can Commission arrived; (2) at the occurrence of the crisis over the repla e
of British troops; and (3) just before the proclamation of independence.

— tion
mained in session throughout the period following the official proclama
independence.

During its final session the Congress promulgated a constitution o::';’"“
of 148 articles, which was given a single complete reading. The .:.:o ultimatus
did not go beyond the first seven articles owing to the crisis over
which expired on the Day of Maysalin.

1.

Resolution of the Syrian Congress Submitted to the
American Commission of Inquiry s
W u‘m

We the undersigned members of the General Syrian Congress nomdnﬂ‘"
Damascus represent the three zones of Syria—the southern, elsm{nnabmn“ d
We possess credentials from the Moslem, Christian, and Je"“hdeci(lodw'"
our districts. During our session of Wednesday July 2, 1919 we l s8i08
mit to the distinguished American delegation of the Internationd pave be®®

e
the following statement clarifying the wishes of the people whom ¥
chosen to represent:

of Syt
() We desire the complete and absolute political independenty oy
Which is bounded on the north by the Taurus Mountains; on the S Aqabs o8 ¥*
extending in a Southerly direction from Rafah to al-Jawf and belo;'vm. the Ie*
Syro-Hejaz frontier: on the east by the Euphrates and Khabur :-Javf:
extending in an easterly direction from Abi Kamii to east of ‘“,
west by the Mediterranean Sea. This without protectorate or trust by

with

(2) We want the Government of Syria to be a constitutional u;u the rig

her several districts administered on a broadly decentralized b‘ﬂot.'" to HbeF
of minorities safeguarded, and Emir Faisal as King because his €

ate this natiop merit our full confidence and trust.
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ess intellectually endowed than
on is not inferior to that of the
inning of their independence,
he League of Nations which
mandatory power to guide

(3) Since the Arabs living in Syria are no 1
oher advanced peoples and since their conditi
Bulgarians, Serbs, Greeks, and Romanians at the beg
we protest against Article 22 of the Covenant of t
g‘l:;es us among those average peoples who require a
the Peace Conference should fail to

@) If, for reasons unknown to us,
ident Wilson's declaration

::ell’lf this just protest, then, in accordance with Pres
mdt i;};egﬁ:ﬁzsr: in entering the war was to put an end to the idea of conquest
O Dok of iq:ltt? would interpret the mandate meptioned in the C(_)vengnt of
P \uil iat ions as meaning _that 'only techmca} and econpmxc aid are
B% o not wour absolute political independence 18 to remain untopchgd.
wd singe, moreov:m our country to be exposgd to the dangers of .colon.lzgthn
o all peoples, we rilwedbgheve that .the Amerlcan§ are the least 1mper1alxst1c
the United Stz;tes Sf <Kll 1.1Re to receive this technical a.nd.economlc.help. from
bsolute politi 9 merica on the understanding that it 18 not to impair our

political independence and unity and not last more than 20 years.

5 :

look(l)o (Ij.rr;hf gf}ltgd States should be unable to accede to our request, we would

our count at Britain on the understanding that any aid granted should not impair

tioned § 1y’s absolute political independence or exceed the period of time men-
in Article 4 above.

®) w '

the Ff)enci acknowledge no claim to any part of Syria that might be advanced by

ity in ogr cgo"emment. We refuse to permit France to proffer aid or exert author-
ountry under any circumstances whatsoever.

algijn‘:e ;‘;Jie%t the clgims of the Zionists to the southern part of Syria,

0pposed t,o thc' Fhey. w1s.h to make into a national home for the Jews. We are

bave the g el:‘-' immigration into any part of our country because they do not

plitically thg test right thereto and because economically, ethnically, and

Jewish brethr y constitute a very grave danger to our existence. However, oqr

Bations en who have always lived here possess the same rights and obli-
as the rest of us.

i.e:

8

coas(ta),l :Ve ask that the southern part of Syria known as palestine and the western

wity of Slg“’“ which is Lebanon not be separated from Syria. We desire that the
e country be maintained intact under all circumstances.

(9) We ask for the full independence Of liberated Iraq with no economic

Tier
§ placed between our two countries.
secr(elto )t The basic principle of President Wilson decreeing the invalidation of
ria reaties leads us to denounce any treaty that provides for the partition of
part 0;)1' any private commitment that aims at settling the Zionists in the southern
the country. We demand the annulment of allsuch agreements and pledges.

The noble principles proclaimed by President wilson have given us full
hs of our hearts, will be

&ssm.
e d:n@, that our desires, which spring from the dept : 1
and ¢ cisive factor in the determination of our future and that P'res:dent .WIISOH
{ the free American people, who have demonstrated the sincerity of their lofty

zmcim,es and noble intentions toward making mankind in general and the Arabs
particular, will help us. We are very confident that the peace Conference

Will take due cognizance of the fact that we would not have rebelled against the
nmks, with whom we enjoyed equality of civic and polit}cal_privilggres, h;u; s;hiez
mq‘:pposed our right to a national existence. We pope’ivill BAtE ek ened
80 § in full so that our rights may not be 1€sS after the war, in whic -
much blood for freedom and independe efore the War.

bar

nce, than they were b
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wish to be allowed to send a delegation to represent us at the Peace Cosler
ence, defend our inalienable rights, and realize our desires.

#H#

2.

The Speech of Emir Zaid Delivered by the
Military Governor General, November 22, 1919

I greet this distinguished Congress in the name of His Highness the Em

You know, gentlemen, that the Arabs and His Majesty the King relied on i
pledges of the Allies and entered the war on their side simply to .dehmﬁ!
Arab people from the voke of tyranny and oppression and to obtain absol;m
independence. The Arab army marched victoriously into Syria and p'“l'":;
temporary military government until the country's fate should be detemnnh b
the Peace Conference. Syria, which was invaded by the Arab army .":c“
knowledge of the Allies and of the people, was divided by the Al.ll.ed Hlsdmnl,.
mand into three occupation zones and placed under temporary military & o’
trations. His Highness Emir Faisal went to Europe to represent o cou‘n‘an
the Peace Conference and defend its political rights—and he is gnllhel;sno( -
this holy struggle. The uproar in Europe over the Syrian question ” g delay
subsided. However, in view of their financial difficulties and Amer:’tww-'
in rendering a final decision, as they assert, the Allies were r«;nmh s
temporary military arrangements providing for the withdrawa! of the stern 2008
and its replacement by other forces in just a few places in our eacualed from
i.e. Baalbek, Rayaq, and Shutiirah. The British army will not ‘,’e' evla function ¥
the Hawrdn and al-Karak, but will continue to perform its “'8’“"8“"‘"‘ the
these regions. This provisional scheme was drawn up without con tance 0!
allies the Arabs whose opinion should have been of primary ':‘ﬁ?:s ought 10
matter so obnoxious to them. In fact, before anything else, the thoity in S8
have sought the opinion of the Arabs. The unified military au
has now become divided. ion Affair$

Yes, we have the statement of M. Pichon, French Minister O'f Fgﬁ:ﬂ&'"’“
in connection with the appointment of General Gouraud and the 1as

confusios
“The decision of the Peace Conference has left us no room for It is purely ¥

ambiguity. It cannot lead to or aim at a dismemberment °', Sy r;: of trusteest?
temporary wartime agreement that will not prejudice the lssupemce Confe

and frontiers, both of which will be formally decided at the Eastern Qu¢¥
where the Syrian case has been considered inseparable from theb i

tion. This case will be settled along with other Turkish pro been inw"‘"‘
peace treaty with Turkey is concluded. . . General Gouraud hasd needs of B¢
to keep the Republican government informed of the hopes ans it was durité
people; to preserve the trust between the Arabs and the Allies &

: ¢
. s g princiP
the war; and to continue the task of liberating weak nations, which !
of the Alljes.”

Statements like these are assuredly not sufficient to wa ret Syk 9
of responsibility for the recent expedient implementing the Sgcconmd“'“'ﬂ

eement which is injurious to the rights of the country an ect 10 8"“"‘
the Allies’ principles, official declarations, and promise with resp ce with the¥
liberated peoples the right to life and independence in accol’d:n ation 10 lh:
wishes and votes. This is what impelled us to tender our res .‘:b us- '?',
Highness Emir Faisal in protest against the reports that hgve reau po whil
Highness then asked us to acquiesce in the temporary military

anct
rrant our ,cceppw
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|

?:i;(;:fréaﬁril; :los tthetl;leSponsmle sources. His Highness would like your Congress
by nd l'epresenta(;iv e pr;asent smlat'lon ip your capacity as leaders of the coun-
B Simporary measu?i oche F)eople s will and to set forth your opinion on this
discting the national"t e wants you to be much more energetic than before in
e 15 q19vep1ent. Youy continued efforts within the country
RS teante to defendo ;{1§ Highness Emir Faisal who has been duly deputized
Iy witying our plans bL eir qbsol'ute polmgal rights. This will be accomplished
Sover and Willingneq:s L_v mamfesqng a spirit of cooperation, determination, true
B ik oo Gor;] o egpend lxveg and wealth, and by molding public opinion
tuality, mon aim of full independence and readiness for any even-

The sole objecti o~
tain public Or‘;z.lecetlve of the military authorities at this critical hour is to main-
their legitimate a v.en more rigorously than before and to help the people fulfill
spirations. Peace and mercy and blessings of God be upon you

###
3.

Th :
e Response of the Syrian Congress to the above address

During 5 .
Ongress unasisgitlsess,m Saturday evening November 22, 1919 the Syrian
the Emip: sly agreed to make the following answer to His Highness

The Syri s
Syrian Argb”i’;uCOngresS in its capacity as legal political representative of the
by the Militar C('m was honored to hear the statement of Your Highness as read
0 the Araps g{h overnor General. It thus learned how the Allies made promises
these promises en the fortunes of war were running against them and then broke
¥orld they wer Url_ qulatlon of the basic principles which they declared to the
and support thz ighting to vindicate, i.e., to make the truth prevail over force
their desires 5 dl‘lghF Of. peoples to determine their future in accordance with
of the Leaguen ” aspirations. By deeds and actions they nullified the Covenant
hands Wrote Bof Natlon§, which endorsed this declaration and which their own
consideratio}ls et i 'th'e ink on the Covenant was dry, they were driven by selfish
elying on t6d o divide the peoples and lay the foundation for colonization.
cal Purposes LhSWord,‘ cannon, and right of conquest, they admitted for all practi-
even though th at their pledges and compacts were nothing but pieces of paper,
them fop doin ey had condemned the Germans and aroused the peoples against
g this very thing,
ween Lloyd George and
Arabs who have been in
titled to decide its fate,
s the owners and inhabi-
wishes to the American
s evidence of their

The
ClemEnce;eumporafY military agreement concluded bet
the coypgy concerning Syria was kept secret from the
first of a“y Since the dawn of history and who are en
ants of the in their capacity as allies and, secondly, a
e land who have made clear their desires and

elegati

ran?,n,zf the International Commission. This agreement i
garding the future of Syria, whose people have duly chosen us to
formulate laws in harmony

€Xpreg s ¥
with t;ei;hzg wishes, create their corporate entity,
ey are 3 pe stoms, traditions, and needs, and to demonstrate to the world that
™ genuinely democratic nation based exclusively on national sovereignty.
the vO?;Zfore, the Syrian Congress, in its legal capacity and in its reliance on
ighnesg i?é \;he people who have delegated it to represent them, offers Your
eSS Emir pai armest thanks for everything that you and your brother His .ngh-
lain the ¢ aisal have done and will do to carry out its historic resolution to
Pendence w,°“"“'y s political, economic, and social rights, i.e., its absolute inde-
ithout the blemish of_ a trusteeship or protectorate.
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With reference to the temporary agreement, the Congress considers that the
peoples whose hopes and aspirations it represents are duty-bound to defend 1
the last man the unity and integrity of the country which is now facing the threat
of partition and loss of independence.

We deem it appropriate to remind you briefly of certain of the Congress'
ideas that must be realized if we are to unify the nationalist movement in the
country and reach the desired goal: proclamation of the complete independence
and indivisibility of Syria within her borders, as defined in the resolution of
the Syrian Congress submitted to the American delegation of the International
Commission, and a constitutional monarchy as the form of government. We
desire to call Your Highness' attention to the situation and practices in the
countries that have attained national sovereignty before us where the govem-
ments must be indigenous and subject to the control of the national assemblies
within constitutional limits. The Congress considers itself in full accord with
Your Highness on the urgent necessity of applying similar measures to this
country and forming a stable government responsible to the people. The Congress
offers the governments its unqualified support and cooperation in all steps ©
defend the fatherland which is now menaced by imperialism.

May God keep Your Highness and your brother Emir Faisal as a treasure ané
mainstay of our country!

Chairman 4 Secretary Member Momber _ .
Hiashim al-Atasi Sa‘id Haydar ‘Abd al-Qadir Fawzi al-Bakn
' al-Khatib
Member . Member Member _ “.‘?P“Jurﬁ
Wasfi al-Atasi Ibrahim Hanino ‘Ali al-‘Abid Da"“is
Member Member Member S e
Riyad al-Sulp Sa‘d Allih Salih al-Din al-Hijj Yasuf
al-Jabiri
4.

The Message of Emir Zaid to the Syrian Congress,
December 1, 1919

Honorable Members of the Syrian Congress!

We the representative of His Highness Emir Faisal mank' :
Congress for f:s manifestations of ggnuine patriotism and menui);lz':: cary 1
which revealed a praiseworthy zeal and high determination (o KI‘ ndepen
this blessed country and to defend the rights and absolute political ', We relied
for which we fought four successive years at the side of the A""u;uco (he
on the aid of God, the noble sentiments of the country, and the Jw a free If*
civilized world which formally acknowledged the right of the fae impoml"'
and admired their bravery in defending their cause and desuo}'inssud P°°P|”'
in accordance with the principle of right and freedom of oppré

tutio?
We have done what you wished and proclaimed a parliamentam:;:’s.m we
regime as the future basis of our government. However, for the ce it 18 more
think it advisable to retain the existent administrative structure i .
likely to maintain law and order during these difficult days until the
ference ultimately decides our fate.

this esm"‘




We do not doubt that this national Congress to which the finest and 'most
devoted men adhere will serve as a model for every popular movement. It will be
1 weighty factor in unifying the nation’s plans, mobilizing its strength.l and
wousing public opinion in behalf of the desired objective, which is full inde-
pendence. Peace and the mercy and blessings of God be upon you!

###
6.

The Response of the Syrian Congress to the Speech
of Emir Faisal, as Published in the Press,
March 6, 1920

Your Highness!

The General Congress representing the Syrian people listened with pride and
joy to Your Royal Highness' speech in which you explained the noble purpose
behind the Arabs’ entrance into the war on the side of the Allies. You set t’.orth
the present attitude of the country toward the diplomatic crisis and described
the faithfulness and good intentions of the Allies and the leading European
statesmen regarding the independence of the Arab lands in general and of our
country Syria in particular.

During Ottoman times the organizations and political parties of the Arabs at
home and abroad waged a hard political struggle and that culminated in a bl.oody
1evolt against the central government solely because they wanted complete inde-
pendence and a free life as a people possessing an independent existence,
external civilization, unique national spirit, and the right to self-rule.

The Arabs joined the Allies in the war on the basis of agreements they con-
clu,ded with His Majesty your father and the formal diplomatic pledges which
their leaders publicly announced. They were persuaded by President Wilson's
lofty principles aiming at the freedom and independence of peoples, the protec-
ton of their interests, and the right of self-determination, as you pointed out in
your address.

Your glorious accomplishments and those of your father were the most impor-

tant factor in the triumph of the Arab cause. They were a source of delight to all
:‘"bs- particularly the Syrians, who fought at your side to reach t.he sacred goal
freedom and complete independence. Therefore, the first task incumbent upon

this Congress, which speaks in behalf of the nation and interprets its feelings

and hopes, is to express our gratitude to you and your father and repeat our

Prayer for your success and that of your brothers and your noble family who hgve
d greatly helped the nation to realize

::lmcipaled in the liberation struggle an
$ hopes and aspirations.

However, your heroic role on the battlefield was no more important than your
tole as defender of our cause on foreign diplomatic battlefields; it too will be
!mmortalized in the pages of our history. After referring to the victory won by
the world, Your Highness asserted that “jt was not only military, but also: above
everything else, political because it represented a triumph of right over might, of
freedom over slavery”. This pleased the members of the Congress who assembled
in Damascus as delegates of the Syrian people to gather the fruits of their holy
struggle from the garden of freedom. Their pleasure was enhanced by the account
o your trips in which you reported that conversations and correspondence with
the European statesmen have convinced you of the good faith of the Allies

loward our beloved country.
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Politically, the nation relies on its clear right to life and is quite sure tha
such a right has to be taken, not given, as you have put it many times. We seek
freedom and absolute independence while eagerly striving to develop a policy of

peace and friendship with all free, civilized nations that is based on mutul
confidence and benefit.

The Syrian Congress, Your Highness, is fully aware of the seriousness of its
task. It feels that the time has come to alter the situation of Syria with respect
to the temporary occupation, which was dictated by the circumstances of wa.
and to do so in a fashion that will accord with the wishes of the country ad
solve its current problems. The partition and burdensom military occupatios
has now lasted about a year and a half and caused us grave harm economically
and administratively. The minds of the people are filled with doubts as to the
future. The tension prevailing everywhere has led to the outbreak of insurre:
tions in the occupied zones with the country's independence and unity as theu
goals. In view of the nation’s growing determination to demand and achieve by
any and all means the unity, freedom, and right of self-determination to 'ml::
is naturally and legally entitled by virtue of the blood shed by our martyrs n
long and noble struggle, and in view of the agreements, pledges, and lonydw:*u
ciples of the Allies, we who are now assembled here as representatives
the Syrians unanimously passed a resolution proclaiming:

The full and absolute independence of our country Syria, including :“m
within her natural boundaries, based on a civil, representative form
ment, protection of the rights of minorities, and rejection of the cl&'imm
Zionists to Palestine as a national homeland or place of immigration
Jews,

t

Furthermore, we have unanimously chosen Your Highness t0 be th:n:‘:'”

tutional king of Syria because of your wisdom, soundness of l“dgmem'o( freedoe

exceptional qualifications, immortal deeds in war and diplomacy, love'rhe form!

and the constitution, and devotion to the country and its people. t 3:00 p&
oath of fealty has been set for Monday Jumddd II 17 (March 8, 1920) at

We also announced dissolution of the occupation sovefnmn the Nations!
zones and their replacement by a civil monarchy responsible 10 vance of e
Assembly, decentralized administration of the provinces, and obs:r its prew¥
wishes of the Lebanese for the autonomy of their province withia
boundaries, provided that it be free from any foreign influence.

In the name of the nation we shall preserve the f!'iendshipwol the ‘uolnﬂﬂ
fully respect their interests and those of other foreigners. W€ action ¥
sure that the Allies will accept this honorable and well-inte

: omplete !
ours, which rests on natural and legal right, and recognize our $ 'pesw“

pendence. We know too that they will evacuate their armies :l;::; ‘Me mdll"“

ts in the

southern zones, i.e., the coast and Palestine, thus permi order Retent®

regime to assume the task of administration and maintenance of ; high o

of the existing mutual good will will enable the Syrians to reach

and become active members of the world community. sible ¥
Since the government that we have decided to form will be te;;ap?n"u -

the people, we agreed to let our assembly frame a constitution rernment i

forth the fundamental] legal structure of the country and vest the r ol

ce.
full authority to deal with any matter that may affect our indep°::‘°° oo with
:’emun in session until a legislative assembly is convened in a¢
aw to be enacted for this purpose. i ..rvi“'

nd
Before concluding our petition, we must note with pride the SPI€ i
rendered by our Iraqi brethren during the war in behalf of the Arab
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of freedom and ab-
brethren 1in all their
barriers between the

% niterate our earlier request that Iraq be given the right
we independence. We shall earnestly support our Iraql
gaunds for independence and efforts to remove economic

™ sister countries.
.:!Godhelp our leader and surround this people with His eternal care!
HH#
7.

The Last Resolution Passed by the Syrian Congress
and Released at the Time of the Deepening of the
Crisis over the Ultimatum

Mf':“ Congress has been apprised of the terms laid down by General
wnditiona] ::::ession of the railroad line together with the city of Aleppo,
ey s local ¢ ptance of the French mandate, treatment of Syrian paper
Ry 8th after the usr:;ncy' and repeal of the confidence from the Congress on
¥ jtition of the Remo decision regarding a French mandate for Syria and
rotested m,°3‘"‘¥‘¥- The cabinet officially announced that it had rejected
Wstence againgt ecision and that it would defend the country's national
‘Msedneme".'pts to usurp its rights or impose slavery. The Congress,
ying the (sol‘m‘f“ favoring the full independence and unity of the country
et after j h.:undmo“ of the Syrian monarchy accordingly. endorsed the
ssued, the C agreed to implement the resolution. As soon as the ultimatum
%, byt the gngresg summoned the cabinet to leam formally its plan
that no abinet did not accede to the request. The Congress hereby
#9ple any c“dizovernmem has the right to accept in the name of the Syrian
5. In vi on whatsoever that conflicts with the historic resolution of the
Stateme ew of the fact that the present government violated its OWD
“ewment contr nt and failed to do its duty to the country b¥ seeking to sign &
" llega) “:y to the Congress® resolution, the Congress declares the
"8 fu]] reg the document invalid. It charges the members of the cabinet
o, x.p‘.’{,"“’““y toward the country which, according to the afouui:
ny le solutely independent by virtue of its natural and legal right an
Ny 'ch“;ve;‘ will deem any foreign intervention in the country impl‘:::;
*d with thig iby force or with the consent of persons who have no:e i
U (g right by the people. This the Syrian nation is entitled to rep

The ¢
it Ongress asks the civilized world to bear

Proc
"atrieg laims to the nation and submits to the

¢ declaration

thi
witness to °f foreign

gepresenuuvu

#HH
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THE PROCLAMATION OF INDEPENDENCE

The statement containing the proclamation of Syrian independence was resd
on March 8, 1920 from the balcony of Town Hall in Damascus before a lamge
crowd of people and officially communicated to the Allied governments. lt“::
greeted with great joy throughout Syria and elsewhere in the Arab world. =
ever, it provoked strong anger in European circles, chiefly in Bpgland.
reason is that the resolution embraced Palestine and demanded lhg gndepe::::
of Iraq. Moreover, it was coordinated with the resolution on Iraqi lndep:‘l -
passed by the Iraqi Congress meeting in Damascus. Therefore, Lord Curbz B.nml
British Foreign Secretary, sent a sharply-worded cable in the name of t -
and French governments protesting that the Syrian government was l:lo‘hi.nderm
constituted body and that announcement of the said resolution woul durrpe
Peace Conference in its efforts to solve the Turkish problem. King s
compelled to refute these charges by pointing out that the Syrian e
which passed the resolution was the same Congress that pad held m:l:’ed by 1
over a long period of time without any objections having been ra
British government.

1.

Text of the Resolution on the Independence of Syria
Passed by the General Syrian Congress Gy

. 38 (M
During its public session of Sunday-Monday Jumadd II lse'ri:?l Arab peopl¢
1920) the General Syrian Congress which represents all the tyine)—-P””d g
in the three zones—interior, coastal, and southern (Pales

following resolution: { the Arabs

During Ottoman times the organizations and politif:a_l 'P”?'es :,,ged a hart
who are the heirs of an ancient glory and brilliant cnqhzauon.cemnl g
political struggle that culminated in a bloody revolt against the CPCRc g s
ment solely because they wanted complete independence an | spirit. and m
people possessing an independent existence, unique nationd superior 10 U
right of self-rule like that enjoyed by other peoples who are not

civilization and progress. mises ¢

The Arabs joined the Allies in the war on the basis of f“‘g‘elrsp'?n pmicﬂw
privately and publicly by their parliaments and government lea { u;e Arab cov¥
the pledges given to King Husein regarding the independe ncelos espousiné .
tries. They relied too on President Wilson's lofty pnnf:ip ef rights, 1€
freedom and independence of large and small peoples, eq"al."y of gecret treati®
tion of the policy of conquest and imperialism, nullification oion pee :
impairing the rights of nations, and the right of self-determinal . the statem®
peoples. The Alljes officially agreed to all this in the tollowinsl;“ -
of Premier Briand on November 3, 1915 before the French Cham 23, 1916 !
the statement of Lord Grey, British Foreign Secretary, on October ol the C
the Committee on Foreign Affairs; the Allies’ answer to the noté
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dwers, which was submitted by Briand through the American Ambassador in
%is: the Allies’ answer to President Wilson's note of January 10, 1917; the
geluation of the French Chamber of Deputies on the night of June 4-5, 1917,
% declaration of the Senate on June 6th; and Lloyd George's speech in Glasgow

o Jwe 29, 1917.

King Husein's great deeds on the side of the Allies constituted the major
Wix in freeing the Arabs from the morass of the Turkish regime, and they will
i forever in the annals of the people. The diplomatic and military leaders of
% civilized world witnessed how much his sons and the other Arabs suffered
wer they fought in the regular Allied armies for three years. The sacrifices,
msecution, torture, execution, and exile of many of those who joined the Arab
Soment Syria, the Hejaz, and Irag—not to mention the accomplishments of the
¥iws in their own country —facilitated the victory of the Allies and the Arabs.
:7 conmbpted to the Turkish defeat and subsequent withdrawal from Syria
» thus realized the hopes of the Arabs in general and of the Syrians in particu-

- Arab flags were unfurled and local governments established in various

MS of the country before the Allies arrived.

Wen military arrangements required the division of Syria into three zones,

% Allies officially announced that they had no designs on Syria and that the

|
Y teason they were continuing the war in the East was 10 deliver the peoples
tem-

?:u;b'm;'_"mh yoke once and for all. They said that partition was jl:ﬂt a
wepende .y “Pefiiem that would have no effect on the country's future,
uly O'n;e, or unity. Moreover, in the first paragraph of Article 22 of tl;e
lfil ment ore :;e. with Germany they formally recognized our independenc;h’ﬁ
%y sent th - p}edge to grant peoples the right of self-determination. g
Nl it o) e American Committee to ascertain the wishes of the people who

tlear that they wanted the complete independence and unity of Syria.

Mr:'mt:ur::nmme military occupation and partition has now lasted abog;hl
Rds of thy If and done us great harm economically and administratively. :
il evee people are filled with doubts as to their future. The tension l:on
tlien Tywhere has led to the outbreak of insurrections with the termina
military rule and the country's independence and unity as their goals.

L
the members of this Congress, in our capacity as true representatives of

Uthe § )
8 g Yrians in whose name we speak, hereby proclaim the necessity of P““:::

=l ,to this intolerable situation. We do so in reliance upon our “‘m’d holy

' :Khul to freedom, upon the blood shed by our mArtyrs in long an
%0 the Pon the aforementioned agreements, p

o '::ex growing determination of the nation to de ol
B m:ns its right and unity. We have therefore unanimou ly lg‘l“ tne
D her absolute independence of our country Syria, rn:
. Prot natural boundaries, based on a civil, representative otlll; o
Istg €Ction of the rights of minorities, and rejection of the € or 656
Iy~ '© Palestine as a national homeland oOr place of jmmigration

Puthe

Whe oy ETMOTE, we have chosen His Highness Emir Faisal, son of the
l,nt'th; Constitutional king of Syria '5:0 the title His Majesty ml‘ ::lxm
Sy thei,l;rmel“ﬂ efforts to liberate the country caused th.otl the present mili-
y eatest hero. We have announced the ter ;‘l‘::n replacement DY con-

OCcupati
it UPation and
Wtiony governments in the three zones this Assembly with the full

Whopy . mORArChy which shall be vested by th ntil the
%:: ‘0 deal with any matter that may affect our inde i
'ative assembly can be convened. There shall also trali
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administration of the provinces together with observance of the wishes of the
Lebanese for the autonomy of their province within its pre-war boundaries, po
vided that it be free from any foreign influence.

Since the Arab Revolt occurred in order to liberate the Arabs from the Turkish
yoke (the reasons justifying the independence of Syria are equally applicable o

Iraq) and since the two regions are inextricably linked together by linguistic
economic, natural, and racial ties, we therefore demand the full independence of

Iraq and the creation of a political and economic union between the two siste
countries.

In the name of the Syrian Arabs who have chosen us to represent them we
shall preserve the friendship of the noble Allies and fully respect their interesis
and those of all the other nations as well. We are very sure that the noble A_lllﬂ
and all the other civilized nations will accept this honorable and wel_l-intentlm‘
action of ours, which rests on natural and legal right, and recognize our md;
pendence. We know too that the Allies will evacuate their armies ‘mm
western and southern zones, thus permitting the indigenous regime to a,ssnmet
task of administration and maintenance of order. Retention of the em:
mutual good will will enable the Syrian Arabs to reach their high goal and bec
active members of the world community.

4 this
It is incumbent upon the Syrian government, which has been formed o
basis, to carry out this resolution.

#Hu
2.

The Syrian Cabinet’s Note to the Allies
I have the honor to communicate to you the following: pos
al

The Arabs joined the Allies on the strength of their ‘.’ec“'ed ‘wuae thas
suffered great losses in men and money at the side of their p artne:,séonterxxw
once the Allied leaders officially acknowledged the value of the Ara <y thel

The Allies never ceased to promise the Arabs that they woul?r ::;f “Thest
natural desires and restore the rights taken away from them by zped votion to the
Statements heightened the valor of the Arabs and intensified their : os of inl*
Allied cause. Moreover, the Peace Conference provided new plii:ns.
pendence and self-government in the Covenant of the League of Na

failed ¥
Many months passed and these promises were not kept; ".“’ ‘::b:nd mone!
obtain any of the rights for which they had expended so much in d by a milis?
Syria was divided into three zones and her provinces were 80"°.meme result
administration lacking in economic or administrative meth‘_’d- ‘:mh.f the
the unfortunate country is now in urgent need of reorganization !
wrought by the war are to be repaired. e ¥

Frequent postponement of the realization of their hopes led u:;d I’°“"al
fear for their natural unity and future existence. The frustration tened 10 ™
unrest provoked by the economic and administrative confusion lhr”l: it their 887
into a mass uprising. The enlightened section of the citizenry '€

hey
Y0 correct the situation before it became much worse. Accqrdmgtryc;u: all P
vened a Syrian Congress composed of duly chosen representatives $ e
of Syria. After a carefy) study of the conditions, the Congress pafhe countt?
tion on March 8, 1920 proclaiming the absolute independence of
118 three zones and His Royal Highness Emir Faisal king of Syria-
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i

e resolution brought great happiness everywhere. The people saw in it a
gus of ending the crisis about which they were complaining and a guarantee
% they would enjoy the right of full independence and legitimate self-govern-
#t ganted by nature and often supported by the Allies. His Majesty King
fusil was then pleased to entrust me with the task of forming & ministry to
prem the country on the basis of the constitutional principles. The Ministry,
#ich has been approved by His Majesty, has the following program:

() To safeguard the absolute independence which has been proclaimed;

“<2) To maintain and strengthen order throughout Syria, render justice without
ul::m as 1o race and religion, defend the rights of minorities, and protect
ests of friendly powers and their citizens;

3 To build good relations between Syria and foreign powers;

4 .
m’,,T:n:ndea"“ to organize the country in such a way as to ensure i
the development of its natural resources,; and

ts moral

b : .
) To cooperate sincerely with the Allies in preserving peace 1n the East.

The : '

» sm::%“ed is a translation of the original text of the resolution passed by

Wich led mongr ess. | trust that your government will appreciate the factors

1 saered ri the Congress’ action and recognize that it had no alternative since
right was involved.

You
e ca:,m bi observe from the program which I have the honor to send you that
Wads thay w";]o room for doubt as to our strong determination to create friendly
¢ coun g saff’ﬂuafd our interests and those of the Allies, panicularly your
l try, which did so much to help us fulfill our national aspirations.
am
ence a?,:pe-(:l.m“ we shall continue to enjoy your government's valued con-
oD ceder o facilitate our task. Please be assured, Your Excel-
Wsting be e will never neglect any means of strengthening the good relations
ween our two countries.
Respectfully yours.
‘A17 Riga al-Rikabi
Prime Minister of Syria

#H#
3.
You King Faisal's letter to President Wilson
Excellency:
oy aq) liberated

b ¢y, b countries (Syria includi Palestine, the Hejaz. and Ir
Qnt'lnsska'sh voke suffered from ngppl'ession and maladminlstutton for fm
. - The balance of power in Europe frustrated the Arabs in their @
* xbl:e' w‘::?x ::eir national existence and oncfo;’(l a.ghain ::: o::.igi e
. e great war broke out and engulfed ti® s

nx::k up arms on the side of the Allies. After their d“’w‘??:rfo;'“":
NS as 4 and revolt against the Caliph of the Moslems, his l»PP“m; went even
lrgey oS! SCattered in the air. The matter did not rest there. but Tl
e fanksmce the Moslems became stimulated by “‘""“‘"‘3“ and helped

‘S of the Allies. They fought With Snthusiasm and devotion
il a glorious victory.

The
“hich o Arabs wanted their uprising to lead to the

1 .
| the Allies, notably Great Britain, ackno

L] teeg
- tab]
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greeted with satisfaction the lofty principles that you set forth, e.g., the aim of
this war was the liberation of peoples, not the striving for victory; every nation,
including Syria, had the right to determine its own fate and the kind of government
that promised to promote its welfare. Feeling sufficiently assured and coafi
dent that the promises made to them by the Allies would be definitely carried
out once the hostilities came to an end, the Arabs plunged into the war,

Following the Armistice, Syria was divided into four zones for administrative
purposes in accordance with a secret agreement of which we knew nothing. The
people then became enraged by the ensuing state of affairs and did not cals
down until they received numerous guarantees that this division was temporary
and that it would disappear with the military government. We were still fearful
when it became known that Great Britain and France had concluded a trealy
calculated to aggravate the existing difficulties. This news had a very bad
effect. People lost their patience; some of them took up the sword in order 10
defend the unity of Syria which had now become clouded. Since the nmb:ﬁ
portion of Syria bordered on a region in which the flames of rebellion were s
raging, we became apprehensive lest the disorders spread throughout Syris

There was no better way to cope with the situation and restore a(.m‘:l:
to convene the Syrian Congress elected by the people, proclaim Syria '.
pendence, and crown me king—all this in conformity with the llomi”w
declarations of the Allies. Since we ask only for the right accorded us :’nm 5
and history and earned by the blood shed in the war, we expect the oot 3%
welcome our new government and facilitate the task of removing the 3
that hamper our progress. We ask for nothing more than to live in ’10:0’:“ 4
tranquillity under the banner of universal peace. We shall respect the i
of the Allies in our country and protect the rights of all foreigners.

» conomi¢
The present division of Syria is a stumbling block in the path of her e o

and political development. Peace cannot come until her unity and indepe
are secured.

efend 0¥
I have every hope that you will use your power and inﬂuel::; to d
cause in accordance with the true principles that you have uttered.

Sincerely yours,
Faisal
#HH
4.

Letter of the Chief of the Royal Cabinet
to Lord Curzon—through Colonel Easton

Dear Colonel Easton:

am f108
I have the honor to request you to please forward the tollowin§ telegr
His Majesty King Faisal the First to His Excellency Lord Curzon:

\J

or to 4r¥

“In answer to your telegram dated March 9, 1920, I have e N hich met
Your Excellency's attention to the fact that the Syrian Congres with ¢

the 7th of this month is the same C th 1d numerous meetings
ongress that he r
knowledge of the British authorities who were then in control of Syria

Comm*

“This Congress met in order to present its opinions to the Ameﬂ:c.: &
sion which came to ascertain the views of the people in acC three monl%
resolution of the Peace Conference. It remained in session {or“ mv““'”‘
more. At the end of last year it held another session during which
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tv:::ogs %omgstlc problemg. Neither the British nor the French authorities pro-
eleciedtmimbg?fresg‘ lWhl(?h was a nqrmal organization composed of legally
i meAh.er Kgnyng its last session the Congress proclaimed Syria inde-
o iy ing on the ba'31‘s of the statements and pledges of the Allied
K ts a.n ) t:l(efore, the Brmsh' and French cannot regard it as having
po responsibi};icasf ion con_trary to .thEIIl' views. Moreover, the Congress assumed
pck e ideisor l:1_u'elhr'1g public dlso}-ders and protecting the country against
e i gv“_lch had begun to circulate in the East. It openly -avowed
o e anfi I ies, gbove all to the English and French governments. The
e s (;n i at-éhe." tfeaq. demonstrated faith in your country by entering
S Tl'}xlev w51 e at a time when tpere was indeed room for doubt as to
1 ere so happy at the_ v%ctory in the East that they could not
they will zéalousg] m(xjmxcal to G}-eam Britain and her Allies. On the contrary,
Qi &k the sery‘ efend her 1'nterests and be ever ready to place their re-
i Sty Vl}?e of the Alhes. The last war provided overwhelming proof
i you. . gwever. it must not be forgotten that as a consequence of
incurred a grave re ade Fo_u.s, I acted to bring the Arabs into the war and thus
I earty out the §pon51b111ty toward them. Since they are now demanding that

promises, I am compelled to ask you tofind a wayto help me do so.

Iam m y
gam by in;’;tnl}opeful that under these circumstances you will reply to this tele-
ad unity of Sm'g me of‘ the ‘l‘ecognition in principle of the complete independence

yria. This will permit me to go to Europe to thank His Majesty's

Governm
ent i
and explain to the Supreme Council the true position of Syria.”

Respectfully yours,
{Awni ‘Abd al-Hadi
###
5.

Letter of the Chief of the Royal Cabinet
to General Gouraud—through Colonel Cousse

Dear Colonel Cousse:

I have
uraud: the honor to forward the enclosed letter from His Majesty to General

gram written to me by the British

“Ia
m pleased to send you a copy of the tele
d English governments and my

Forej
,eplyfzers:tcfeta-ty in the name of the French an
o. T am adding the following observations:

“p : .
Wwith ;::r;’r;;. nothing in the resolution of the Syrian Congress that con‘flicts
Purpose o i s ‘_"“d aims of the French and English governments, nor 18 its
Urkish que mpede in any way the work of the Peace Conference in solving the
Stion.
only after it became convinced of the
desire to help the Arabs in their new
the Anglo-French Declaration

“h .
i d]yeisynap Congress took this action
ife, as t:;‘y’";méls of the Allies and their
ad often i j

November 21918 publicly stated, notably in
desirZ:e resolution of the Syrian Congress is in complete harmony with the
Strength, of the Allies. It undertakes specifically to safeguard the peace and
en the friendly relations existing with the Allies in general and with

Tfan
€ and England in particular.
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“The Syrian people, the Syrian Congress, and the Syrian government eagerly
invite the advice of their noble Allies. They are bold enough to hope to obtais
their help in building up the country materially and spiritually as long as ther
is no infringement of its absolute independence and geographic and natioml
unity.

“When the Syrians entered the war on the side of the Allies, they tightensd
the bonds of friendship and cooperation linking them together.

“It would afford me great pleasure and preclude any misunderstanding if you
communicated to your government the text of the resolution of the Syrian Cor
gress and confirmed out sincere intention to obtain the independence of Syra
within her natural boundaries.

“Syria relies on the aid and assistance of her two noble Allies to facilita¢
her march toward progress and civilization.

“I await an appropriate answer from the government of the Republic wxx
the aspirations of the Syrian people. I trust that you will transmit these
tions of mine.

“Respectfully yours,

“Please accept, my dear Colonel, my best wishes.
“‘Awni ‘Abd al-Hadi"
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THE MANDATE

On April 24, 1920, the Allied Council at the San Remo Conference agreed to
puce Syria under a French mandate. This decision was communicated to the
¥t government in two telegrams: one from Monsieur Millerand in the form of
L;m?m“}“é' the other from Lord Allenby in the form of a letter addressed to

aisal.

#H#H

Telegram of M. Millerand, published in
al- ‘Asimah, May 3, 1920

m"c'l:?e:ng both to its previous communiqués and to the general principles

fend]y ndby the Peace Conference with respect to liberation of peoples and

1 the Arap e French government reiterates its acknowledgment of the right

¥ inde ic-speaking inhabitants of Syria of all religions to govern themselves
pendent peoples.

?;;':"ch Government considers it an obligation to accept the assignment
"alize zhe~e Conference and help these peoples with advice and material aid to
& enutled" legl.umate aspirations and become organized into a nation. They
% thay | to this assistance after their long subjection and emergence from a

" Inde 45 devastated their country. The French government will guarantee

te C Pendence against any aggression within the boundaries defined by the

onference, with due regard to the necessary independent administrative

iments,
#uu
2.
Lord Allenby’s Telegram, Sent from the British Agency
Your in Cairo, April 27, 1920
Hlshness;

}h \ .
S Majesty’s Government has instructed me to send you the following letter:

“As

Wia g, €Ut Of the recent decisions reached by the Allies in San Remo,
= . a!;aq have been recognized as independent states, with the proviu; :1:;
Ume 9®d by a mandatory power until such time as they are able to

'P\lsu;m been
. and Iraq have
“udeq o these decisions, the mandates for o igpw also been awarded

L}

% 0 France he latter has

tap and England, respectively. The
Gate for Palestine.

that the time has now come ”t:

His Mg
Roe lesty’'s G
ted y overnment feels strongly the Syrians will be

an arrangement whereby the desires of
decisions.

ny the
Se

cln
your letter No. 103, dated March 28, 1920 and address

ed to the British
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Foreign Secretary, you expressed the wish to go to Europe, provided that e
independence of Syria be recognized.

“Although His Majesty's Government is prepared to recognize in principle
Your Highness as head of an independent Syrian state, it strongly believes th
the question of your kingship is one that should be reserved for final action b
the Peace Conference alone. Hence, it urges you to come to Europe withou
delay and present your case to the statesmen. The Conference will hold its
forthcoming session in Paris at the end of May and we trust that Your Highaess
will find it possible to remain in constant attendance.”

By thus insisting upon your acceptance to His Majesty's Government's
invitation to travel to Paris immediately, I am seeking to assure Your Highness
that the only reason for His Majesty’s Government's interest in this connectio
is its desire that you have an opportunity to set forth your case in all its partics
lars so that full consideration may be given to your hopes and aspirations

I take this occasion once again to offer Your Highness an expression of oy
warmest esteem.
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THE ULTIMATUM

m 2
'M;O:ilowlng documents fall into four categories:
iy mml;l“ :;tm; ogxcial ultimatum (b) text of the ulti
the arrival of the official ult
@& the advance of the French army. .

(a) communications prior
matum (¢) communica-
nications

#HH

(a) PRIOR TO ARRIVAL OF THE OFFICIAL ULTIMATUM

1.

Tel
°lfh::l :nt to the Various Consulates in Damascus for
smission to their Governments, July 11, 1920

Follow :
u,"um"sz:::smassmg of French troops on the border between the eastern
. Genera) Goura:::l 3—"‘3 and the creation of military bases in preparation for
.., 'hese condition eclared that he had conditions that he wanted me to ful-
L Y aim at the de:u_ up to now I've read unofficially only a part of them—
I Satements the G uction of our national sovereignty. Insofar as he made
™ © Parig yn) eneral said that he would place obstacles in the way of my
ess his demands were met and that the French Government
h the western

I route, iscuss the Syrian case with me if I didn't go throug

s and the League of

- ccnﬁ? and request that they intervene to prevent Syria’s yielding to
or ob'i a victim of the militaristic spirit, the annihilation of which
ert bl(io;m'e of the great war. 1 am relying on the fairness of the
“hin theiy behasltfled and the total ruination of this country which sacrificed

| ask

' you

:“ demandslo r:;"‘ an Allied arbitration commissi

by the decini people and 1 pledge ourselves
€cisions of this board.

I have t
' € ho
1S 10 thig nor to call the attention of the Allied Power

| :.’ e ma )
m;l" 0 av

on to review General Gour-
in advance to accept

Faisal
#a#
™ the Consl"""' to the Dean of the Diplomatic Corps in Damascus
. Mhaye t:l Y |
4 te from His Royal Majesty

‘9 e hOnor t .
llie o submit to you the following no
.h"‘"""’“?ntsd agovem"'e“‘s with the request that you transmit it to the interes
ellene nd send copies thereof to the consuls now in Damascus:
v:
. .AS 1he
e, | pgacader of the Syrian people and &9 ally of your country it m-’m
sten to direct your attention to the current situation in S¥T
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peace has become seriously endangered. I am communicating with you in you
capacity as representative of one of the great Allied Powers which participated
in the Peace Conference that assumed responsibility for establishing peact
throughout the world and which recognized the independence of my country a
the Conference of San Remo and invited me as the future leader of this inde
pendent country to have discussions with it.

“I have the honor to inform you in all frankness that while I was preparing
travel to Europe in response to the invitation extended to me, I received distud
ing news concerning the movement of French troops along the coast, and i
arrival of occupation officials clearly demonstrated that the General was nd
sincere and that his actions did not match his words. Moreover, I was ses
officially informed that the General made my trip to Paris contingent upon sati¥
fying certain conditions and that unless I did so the French government
not discuss the Syrian case with me. The conditions were:

“(1) Occupation of the Rayag-Aleppo Railroad station by the French amy,
“(2) Unqualified recognition of the French mandate for Syria;

“(38) Free circulation in the eastern zone of paper currency issued by (¢
Syrian Bank; and

“(4) Suspension of compulsory military service in the western
he knew that the law was enacted solely to maintain order).

zone (allhoﬂ

the
“With reference to these demands, which were in flat cwmicuw:ad
principles proclaimed by the Allies, I suggested to the C;eneu:li th‘:n ‘:‘:‘
e—this

a mixed commission to arbitrate any dispute that might aris s
with the terms of the November 25th agreements between the French 80

forces
and myself. But the General responded by strengthening and massing mmchl'

on the_fronuer and by occupying Rayiq. In addition, the French Uwp:l:sm 1§
in Jarabulus seized Jisr al-Shughiir on the road to Aleppo. Theocno;::ill ,

that they began to carry out the aforementioned terms before any
cation was sent to us.

uy.
“I am anxious to avoid any hostile act or bloodshed in this Islami: coun
which is distinguished by its desire to live in peace and comfort an Allies, ané
faith in the justice of the cause I am espousing, the fairness oL Jlency ¥
the integrity of the Supreme Council. I have acquainted Your Em% this CO%
the situation in the hope that you will use your influence to safeguarl

try from a war that can bring only destruction and ruin.

Faisal”
#u#
"

Circular Telegram

e
ricad.

Once again I ask all the Allies—England, Italy, Belgium, €% A':‘:nmd 4
the League of Nations—to listen to the cry of Syria which Want8 & ek
intercede with the French Government and prevent its powerful uﬂg’ o reach V)
ing over our country without reason. I say that we are prepare { San Reo’
understanding, provided that our honor be preserved, the decision oin respo*
kept, and no obstacle be placed in the way of my going to Ewop&w Brivl®

to the invitation of the Conference and the repeated requests ©
#u#
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4.

Report of the Government to the Syrian Congress,
July 13, 1920

Gentlemen!

' We comsider it our duty to submit to you a report on the present critical
§1tuation. You know that the cabinet’s plan is the same plan that was and still
is the basis of our actions. In our account of this plan, which was approved by
your esteemed Congress, we said that we would preserve the bonds of friendship
with all the Allies, particularly France and England. You know too that we
SCl‘)lpulously followed the plan in an effort to realize the hopes of the people
which were announced to the world through you their deputies in this Congress.

Negotiations proceeded smoothly. After the decisions of San Remo promising
the recognition of Syria as an independent state, we received the unofficial
messages of our ally, Great Britain, which not only referred to His Majesty our
King as King of Syria, but also favored recognition and solve once and for all
the Syrian problem in a way consistent with the hopes and happiness of the
people. We also wanted to show the entire world that we were not antagonistic
to any nation and that we would not oppose the decisions of the Peace Confer-
eﬂ(’je as long as this Conference safeguarded our independence and honor. His
Majesty resolved to go to Europe himself and through his personal influence
:22'9 quickly conclude the negotiations. We were very confident of receiving
wennews that would brighten our hopes, which are the hopes of the people as

i While we were thus following our plan and waiting for a favorable report
dl'om the {ielegation headed by His Majesty, the unexpected took place and pro-
uced a situation that we should like to describe to you now.

& General C'@uraud, for reasons unknown to us, sought to use his armed forces
prevent His Majesty from making his trip. He told our envoy that he had
g:;itél'lrll conditions for us to meet. However, we have not as yet received the
o c:)a text. We can not study the conditions formally or consider them correct

mmunicate them to you until we receive the official version in writing.
ns, we see that they conflict
and absolute determination to
reached at San Remo by the

- ?)ellltlelr_len! When we look at these conditio
. nly with the people’s desires, aspirations,
preserve their independence, but with the decisions
?(())uv:ﬁirs'- including France herself. These conditions, if qorrect. undermine the
San Ra“(m of our independence and sovereignty as recognized by the powers at
s emo. The General has massed troops south and west on tl?e. border; of the
. ern zone—his purpose being perhaps to underscore the conditions which, we
;pe_at' have not reached us up to this very hour—and sent reinforcements to
st?;?Q- 'The F_}'ench military governor of Zahlah told thg commander of the Arab
. ion in Rayaq that Rayiq was under military occupation and that the General
rought back the French forces which had occupied al-MuTallagah last year.

the We learned yesterday from Colonel Coussé speaking for General Gouraud that
occupation of Rayaq and al-Mu‘allagah was to balance the reinforcement of
our troops in Mijdal fAnjar, which we set up at the beginning of the occupation
48 a military base to maintain internal order only in that region. We recently
Strengthened it as a precautionary measure after we observed the forces the
General was massing on the frontiers of our zone.

aud’'s behavior, wh
ested that the matter

Our government protested General Gour jch was in viola-
pe referred to

tion of the spirit of the alliance, and requ
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international arbitration. From this platform we now proclaim to the nation as
to the entire world the following

(1) We desire only peace and the preservation of our independence s
honor which must remain unblemished.

(2) We are innocent of any charges or insinuations that we want to distub
the relations between ourselves and any of our Allies.

(3) We do not reject negotiation; on the contrary, we welcome it. The dele
gation headed by His Majesty is ready to negotiate at any time. We shall accep
any solution that does not impair our independence and honor and is based ®
right and independence.

(4) We are fully prepared and adamant in our determination to defend o
honor and rights with all the strength that God has given us.

This, then, gentlemen, is the present situation. God is with us, for we seel
only our right and the preservation of our existence.

#H#
(b) THE ULTIMATUM
1

General Gouraud’s Letter
His Highness:

I have the honor to send my note dated July 14th. I suquit it to Y:ﬂ ::W‘l
Highness in the hope that your exalted character, sincere patriotism, a0
sentiments toward France will lead you to accept it.
assume the respo’® d

2 Thu.' l S
rship. in handiis
nts oalf

France has shown her devotion to Syria by agreeing to
bility for guiding the new state and providing honest leade P
like to believe that Your Highness will listen to the voice of wisdo S
this grave matter and refrain from backing a government that repr
extremist elements among the population. .

of Your Hight***

I do not think I can be sure that the guarantees I am asking ¢ remains
will be implemented as long as the present anti-French governmen and pluné®
office. This government is endeavoring to drag your country into \lurs rs: ar
it into the furnace of woes. Only the action of Your Royal Highne
off this disaster.

Gouraud
#H#
R

Note Sent on July 14, 1920 by General Gouraud, "":'
High Commissioner in Syria and Cilicia and Comman
in Chief of the Army of the East
To His Royal Highness Emir Faisal: o pef
In the name of the French government I have the l:onofu‘:’ udr: roward ¥
Your Royal Highness for the last time my Government's at

behavior of the Damascus government since the beginning of this year M
on. The at

Peace reigned in Syria throughout the English occupati
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hen our troops replaced the British. The

weame murky and turbulent only W
ded Syria's politi-

seadily increasing public disorders since that time have impe
al administrative, and economic progress more than they have injured our
%0ps of our occupation of the western zone. The Damascus government is fully
weomtable for this situation to the people of Syria to whom France, in accord-
wee with the instructions of the Peace Conference, will impart the blessings
4 1 administration founded on independence, order, tolerance, and abundance.
Maace made clear to you her desire for friendship and cooperation when she
:llvimed “the right of the Arabic-speaking inhabitants of Syria of all religions
hl:’:ﬂin themselv.es‘ as independent peoples”. Your Highness answered with
! h:l] B:ion that 1} is to the great advantage of the Syrians to seek advice and
d theirpcomm a major power in order to achieve unity and organize the affairs
in mse:nlt)ry which suffered so much from Turkish oppression and the destruc-
vhen they “g' ;he war. The League of Nations will record that advice and help
mole v ctually given. Your Royal Highness in the name of the Syrian
vited France to execute this task.

overnment last November and

While you were negotiating with the French g
Monsieur Clem-

::n‘:lla bands from Damascus were assailing the western zone,
sent me the following cable:

Ll d'g:l""ﬂ;‘e news of the Bedouin attacks in South and North Syria reached me,
@d that | wal?al that for the time being I agreed with him on certain principles
¥ith one of - kegp W word. However, he had to match my plan of action
I these two equal. s,""cemy and make his authority respected by his followers.
s freedom cond“_m"s were not fully met, the French government would regain

of action and use force to carry out the instructions of the Peace

er
ence and restore order and respect for rights.”

Th :
conun:e(:o-"ow‘“g account will make clear how the Damascus government has
its calculated hostility and all-out opposition to the policy of cooper-

Uion R
which the Prime Minister advocated and you undertook to implement.

L
Open attacks on our troops.

Th

les weu:):"‘“cus governmem's persistent refusal to permit the French authori-

ment g ‘the Rayiq-Aleppo railroad is a definite act of hostility. The govern-
quite aware that we need the railroad to supply one of the French divi-

Slons |

ml:elhef north and equip it for battle. This division will engage the forces

y from whose noose the victorious Allies snatched Syria and defend
: be linked by bonds

front;
mz::’::i‘g the new Syrian government to which we mus
ganize gy nd gratitude. The Damascus government has made it a principle t0
y adgm-em"a bands to harass our occupation troops. This principle was
= b mg_ted by the commander of the Third Division in Aleppo on April 13th

‘s.
o Since we can not formally declare war on the French, we must fill the
Our officers will

Ounty .
leag t:g:“h guerrilla bands to wear them gradually down.
s mnn; jnes‘“"s and when one of them is killed, the government will support

H g
®e is proof of the faithfulness with which this plan has

ur ?&.3”“““’“ 13, 1919, the Sherifian forces in Homs were incited to attack
U-Fily ion in Tell Kalakh. At the end of the same month the Bedouin
. the Christian from Marj (Uytin whom Your Highness described to me as

4
per
sonal friend, was killed where our soldiers were attacked on January 4.

1920
and the Sherifian flag raised. On the 5th Sherifian soldiers were f
ommand of Thurayyd Bey first

& those who attacked our troops under the ©

peen executed:
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at Qurayq Khan, then at al-Hammam. On the 25th Chief F@ad Salim and 3
detachment of regular soldiers attacked our position at Jisr al-Litani.

After Harim and Antioch were raided by Arab guerrillas, Babana was as
saulted unceasingly from April 16th to April 22nd under the command of the
Sherifian officer Hasan Bey.

It was proved that a brigadier-general, chieftain, 6 lieutenants, and 317 mes
from the Sherifian army were serving during June with the guerrillas in the Mar)
‘Uyiin sector and using their regular army equipment, i.e., 4 heavy and 3 light
machine guns, 50 boxes of ammunition. There was also evidence that agiw_t/n
from the eastern zone had taken part in the massacres of Ayn Ibl and the Shi‘ah
uprising of June.

Moreover, the leaders of the guerrillas are received with great respect and
honor in Damascus, notably Subhi Bey Barakit who, as everyone knows, has
done us much harm.

When bands were not sent out from the eastern zone, disturbances were
provoked in the French zone itself.

, . (G
Add the numerous assaults on the Christians, especially at Jisr {l’ot“@;
December 29th, the responsibility for which rests on the two Sherifian offic

Wahid Bey and Tahsin Bey.

Sheikh $alib, the champion of chaos and of animosity toward us, has bees
given active and continuous help in the Nusayri mountains.

of
It would be possible to list many more such instances; we protested oach
them to Your Highness at the time of occurrence.

2. The hostile policy of the Damascus Government.

Your Highness observed that noted Francophobes were brought m;;,);x
Damascus government. The prevailing atmosphere affected you SO sﬂ@:uw
you were unable to leave at the appropriate time in response to the ¥ to that
the Peace Conference. The cabinet was composed of men b‘.’longm,i but
party which did not limit itself to insulting France and rejecting h;:.ncl; the
also vented its spleen upon the Supreme Council which awarded May 18th 18
mandate for Syria. The outright rejection of the French mandate on May

a piece of folly that will visit grievous misfortunes upon Syria.
3. Anti-French administrative measures.

: nk's
The financial resistance evident in the refusal to accept the Sy;:enn::n
new Syrian paper money issued to the account of France and the Su nch 0
all commercial and monetary transactions with the eastern zone bra o
Syrian Bank are fresh indications of enmity that will injure the c.ou:“;'rY(;m Hamd
the prohibition against transporting grain to the French zone firs
during March, then from Damascus and Aleppo.

aduall¥
Sherifian authority crossed the border of the eastern zone m:: glre point
penetrated the western zone in order to show that it had grown ted 8t

where it could drive us out. In March a Sherifian guard unit Wa-;'n i1 the
al-Khilisah. Then the Sherifian flag was raised over aloQadmus;. hereafter 3
Aleppo Government made al-Qasir a Sherifian district. Shortly

Sherifian administrator was appointed over Jisr al-Shughur.

4. Hostile acts directed against France.

All friends and supporters of France in the eastern zonele
Suspect by the authorities and often maltreated. A good examp

are consider®®
of this 15
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ase of i‘ui: G&aemgs and Nasib Gabriel whose return to Rishayd was officially
v amascus government. As soon as they arrived they were

pused and placed in jail.
On
January 22nd a delegation of Hawran Druzes who had come to greet me

wre attac adi
-y Th:r.fh?veu::a Wadf al-Qarn on their way home and a number of them
en many such instances, particularly in Aleppo.

Our enemi

i zone.es'l"h:nbu;a(:;h;r- hand. are honored and given full protection in the
BT svents of le"dh' were accorfded a rousing reception in Damascus
B scence inﬂ‘e Kalakh. Amin Mahyt blew up the Beirut arsenal,
et —— 1§ted no punishment on him. We remember t00 Your
Rt Kia) Bay e fomla to obtain the return to the western zone of the
Wit in the Shi'ah 3 al-As‘ad who had been exiled because of his seditious
e Prancophobia hegxons. The number of inhabitants of the eastern zone
ot doed. as won them the sympathy of the Government is very

stern zone has been encouraged

% the Damasc
o their determi‘;sa tli;ovemmem. The French authorities prefer to ignore
on to follow an extremely conciliatory policy.

The late
“mmberss;(tgg Elogl flagrant act is the attempted bribery of the majority of
Ox seeurity forces see 'anzse Administrative Council for 42,000 Egyptian pounds.
B sell om1ze .these men on July 10th while they were en route to
their country. They were faithless to the wishes that

lave been voi
v
oiced from remote times by almost all the Lebanese.

The Dama
sC §
- lacks ”e'ythingu;rs:,i:s' stropgly backed by the government, relentlessly at-
. It criticizes the local authorities in the western zone

msultj i
; “"\Sly rejects whatever aid France offers Syria.
olations of international law.

Accordi : .

ia, whicl;\g .:,?,sl:l tema‘_‘onal law, the commander of the He)

%ould retain the t~:lema": Ottoman until the Peace Treaty decrees otherwise,
- He in fact d:)ee Pf Commander of the Hejazi Army" and protect the status
¥ of compuls s just the opposite and calls himself “commander in chief”.
19, although ““:fz mxhtary service was passed and executed in December,

” 0 has been forcz:ntry is still foreign territory. Thus, a heavy, useless

m:l. and applied to m“POH the people, even in such autonomous regions as

m tbanese and Magh ose who are normally exempted from such laws, €.8.,
¥ith open resi g mees living in the eastemn zone. This senseless levy

stance that in some cases ended in bloodshed.

The as
sembl .
convened, e:fcet C??led the Syrian Congress, which was illegally organized
08¢ existence ha.ss aws, indeed governs in the name of a regime and a staté
s not been recognized. Moreover, the title of king was con-

Upon You : [
r Highness without any right or justification, thereby placing
Peace Conference, as you yourself

azi Army occupying

ou i
a 242
pat jt, position of rebellion against the

ts, Emir Mukhtar,

Fore
1gn co -
ncessions are not respected. One of our subjec
ment to France,

ati :
'S arresteq ip :;elegfp: great family long famed for their attach

The Sherifian brigade was sent to
h M. Clemenceau

hould be in the

Nor
ar -
e diplomatic agreements kept.

Mijdy) ¢
in spite of the treaty concluded last December wit

'hlch :
“4 Stipu
Biga pulated that no armed forces, Sherifian or French, S
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6. The resultant damages to France and Syria.

The French authorities have thus far been unable to organize the country as
they had hoped to do because of the need to use their energies and resources i
suppress the successive uprisings and to prolong the sterile diplomatic negotis
tions conducted with the Damascus government. The French are not responsible
for the delay, although they necessarily bear the military and financial burdes
resulting from the situation created by the Damascus government. The expen:
ditures will inevitably affect the Syrian budget either by reducing govemment
income because of the continuing disorders or by increasing the future costs.

The anarchy produced by the insurrectionalists reached a point where power
ful forces had to be brought up in numbers far in excess of those needed during
the time of peace and tranquillity when the English troops were being replaced.

These facts sufficiently explain why it is no longer possible for us to rely
upon a government that has openly proclaimed its hostility toward France and
grievously sinned against its own country through obvious inability to organis
and administer its affairs. France deems it imperative, therefore, 10
pledges that will guarantee the security of her armed forces and the welfare of
the population for which she has received a mandate from the Peace Conference.
I have the honor to inform Your Royal Highness that these pledges will requirt
the following:

(1) Absolute control of the Rayag-Aleppo Railroad for the purposeé of ";
porting such matériel as may be ordered by the French authorities. _'l'hll gﬂ.
will be ensured by French military observers- operating in the Rayaq, B
Homs, and Aleppo stations. They will be assisted by special guard “:'.
The city of Aleppo, an important communications center, will be occupl

order to prevent it from falling into the hands of the Turkish army.

(2) Repeal of the conscription law. Enlistment must be completely

and troops demobilized until the Sherifian army is reduced to its size of
ber 1st last.

(8) Acceptance of the French mandate. This mandate will rﬂp’::tl:
independence of the Syrian population and avoid any conflict with Syl may be
ity, which draws its force from the will of the people. Such aid 23
proffered by the mandatary will definitely not be a cloak under which 10
colonization, annexation, or direct administration.

(4) Acceptance of Syrian paper currency. These bank noté -
garded as national currency in the eastern zone. All regulations com
Syrian Bank in the eastern zone shall be annulled.

(5) Punishment of criminals. Those who are the most violent
France.

halted

s shall be ™
erning B¢

nemies o

as socb
These conditions are offered as a whole and must be ar;?"c.l:ckd“

within four days commencing from midnight of July 15th (i.e.. dnight>
night of July 14th) and ending July 17th at 2400 hours (i.e., 12 0'clock ™
““.'
nme

If a notification of Your Highness’ acceptance of these i
me prior to expiration of the time limit, your officers must also by meoecw! -
have received orders not to resist my troops as they advance toul oo fifd
above-mentioned places. Acceptance of the second, third, four d .goc“'
conditions must be officially confirmed in writing before the 18th &0
in full before 2400 hours of the 31st (i.e., midnight). ons Wit

If Your Highness does not indicate acceptance of these cond;“ go'"‘
the specified time, I have the honor to inform you that the Frenc
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vill consider itself free to act. In this event I am unable to guarantee that the
french government will content itself with the above-mentioned reasonable
pledges. Such misfortunes as may befall the country will not be the fault of
funce which has long demonstrated her leniency. The Damascus government
il bear full responsibility for any extremist acts which I could only deplore.
However, I am prepared to meet them with unshakable determination. ;

#H##

(c) AFTER ARRIVAL OF THE ULTIMATUM

1
Telegrams Sent to Representatives of the Powers
s Majesty the King has
tail the conditions men-
is letter of July 12th,

receli:‘exglit me to call your attention to the fact that Hi
lione:;eban(:mg]amm dated July 14th containing in de
namely: y Awni Bey, secretary of His Majesty, in h

(Lists the conditions set forth in the ultimatum.)

- Ti'?;sh;?lgmved excuse makes it plain that the French _government aims to
Will. Our indeon t(lile heart qf the country :'md force the Syrian people to do its
became mean; pilén ence, which was recognized by the Co_nference of San Remo,
Mtioa of themg' ess after. the fentrance of French troops into Altippo. the occu-
[0 the qiss rlall_way stations in Hama, Homs, Baalbek, and Rayaq, thg requgst
interna] olution of the Syrian army which is responsible for maintaining

order and security, and the compulsory cireulation of illegal Syrian

bank notes ag legal tender.

ma[wlieagpe?l to the sense of justice of the Allies, who repeatedly proclaimed
of the 1ea§'”a“5 would enjoy freedom and independence, and to the conscience
Umanity aerg of your fret_a governments. We beg your goverqment in the n'ame of
guard, to t“ peace, which we have exerted ourselves with all our ml.gh.t to
the E'xec by tn SOIV"' our dispute with France by arbitration and to submit it to
his wmlmve Council of the League of Nations for an expression of opinion.
the begi avert bloodshed in a country that has endured the woes of war from
ginning of the world conflict until the present day.

###

2.

Telegram to His Highness Emir Faisal
menii have the honor to receive your letter sent through Colonel Toulat which
Your (}?ed vour personal acceptance in principle of my conditions. May I remind
Mere] oyal Highness that the purpose of the noteé of July 14th was to gain not
ures ¥ acceptance of the conditions, but their implementation by official meas-

enacted prior to the 18th and fully executed by midnight of the 31st.
i hslnce I have already granted a R4-hour extension of the time limit at Ygur
w°§dness' request, I would be justified in not granting another until I receive
of the official and actual acceptance by Your Highness of the measures

ref, :
erred to in paragraph 4 of the note of July 14th.
ccept the demands officially and to

e before midnight of July

Satilsr; order to give you sufficient time to
21st v them, I have decided that my army Wwill not mov

July 19, 1920 Gouraud
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3.

From Lt. Col. Cousse, Liaison Officer to His Highness
Emir Faisal, July 20, 1920

General Gouraud has asked me to inform yvou that he received Your Royal
Highness' answer sent through me yesterday and that he is satisfied with the
wise considerations that inspired it.

The General is now awaiting the arrival of detailed written confirmation,
which shall include an appropriate reply to the note of July 14th mentioning the
conditions set forth therein and announcing their acceptance. For his part, he
repeats the gist of his telegram of last night in which he assured you that the
French army would not move before midnight of the 21st to occupy Aleppo, where
it will arrive on the third day after it starts. You will soon be informed of the
conditions and date of occupying the other stations.

The General expects that your reply will be officially dispatched today, $:
20th. Among other things, active steps are to be taken in accordance with
demands he clearly outlined in his note of July 14th.

The General adds that you may rest assured that Syria will receive a ful!
measure of attention, sympathy, and justice. The various messages and qoml::";
nications sent Your Royal Highness to date regarding the terms of the ultima .
and their implementation, especially those relevant to the exercise of the mi:al
date, have fully clarified the intentions of the mandatory power. _'l’he Gene
believes that it will surely be in your interest to use these explanations.

Sincerely yours,

Cousse

H#H
(d) AFTER THE MARCH OF THE FRENCH ARMY
1.

To Colonel Easton, British Liaison Officer in Damascus,
July 21, 1920

My dear Colonel:

I have the honor to communicate to you the following telegra
Majesty:

m from His

“ : . aud's
Despite my acceptance of all the terms mentioned in General G‘:z:ritory

ultimatum of July 14, 1920—occupation by the French army of our ms, &
located near the city of Aleppo, the stations of Aleppo, Ham{io go (;
Baalbek, withdrawal of our forces from the borders and demobi“.zauonunenc.vv
remainder, repeal of the conscription law, free circulation of SYF"‘" c.s tion
and acknowledgment of France as the mandatary for Syria—and ms.sag

with this acceptance, as expressed in his letter of July 20th transmitté o order
his liaison officer in Damascus, the General has nevertheless issued ao( man.
for his army to march on Damascus, thus violating his pledge, the rgne
and the principles of international morality. will

- e-—
_“This strange action—civilized man has never seen its equal bedr:,s have
inevitably lead to frightry] bloodshed at a time when the Syrian sol
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¥etumed to their homes, in accordance with the terms of the ultimatum, and there
is a grave threat of revolt by my people who demanded an outright rejection of

this ultimatum.

: “I draw the attention of your government and of the civilized world to this
vile treachery, the responsibility for which rests squarely with those who have
broken their promises and torn up the holiest of international documents.”

“Sincerely yours,

“Private Secretary of His Majesty
the King”

###
2.

Telegram to General Gouraud, July 21, 1920

Now that I have accepted all the conditions specified in your note of June
Ilj‘ml—a fact that did not prevent the French forces from continuing to advance on
amascus—and have shown my desire to avoid needless bloodshed, I ask you
[°_ arrange for an armistice between the two armies in order to enable us to talk
things over along the lines indicated in your telegram of today. A representative
of my government will call upon you to negotiate in its name.

Faisal
#HH#
8.

A Protest from the Representative of the Syrian
Government in Cairo, as Published in the Egyptian Press

My Government has informed me of its acceptance of the conditions presented
last week to His Majesty King Faisal by General Gouraud. These included
Withdrawal of the Arab troops encamped on the borders of the eastern zone and
demO})iIization of the remaining troops stationed in Damascus as well as other
conditions previously published in the newspapers. His Majesty accepted them
In order to avoid bloodshed and to maintain order, relying, as he did; upon the
80od faith of General Gouraud and his assurance that the French army would not

march into the eastern zone. However, after the Ceneral observed the with-
he took advantage

drawal of the Arab forces from the borders into the interior, :
of the situation and, in contravention of the agreement concluded between him-
Self and the Syrian government, ordered his army to proceed to Damascus.

Since this action, which is a breach of promise as well as a violation of

INternational law and justice, will produce consequences threatening the peace,
otest said action and call upon

!0 the name of the Syrian Arab government I pr il
the entire civilized world for help. My Government is free from all responsibl ty
for what may result from the General Gouraud’s refusal to honor his official

Commitments.
###
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4.

Communication from the Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs
of the Hashemite Arab Government to the Foreign
Ministries of Great Britain, France, Italy
United States, and Belgium

I submit to Your Excellency the first part of a telegram dated July 21, 1920
to His Hashemite Majesty from his son Faisal:

“In spite of our acceptance of the conditions laid down by General Gouraud,
which included returning our army and demobilizing the remainder in the capital,
and in spite of our holding in check elements that caused the uprising against
the government here, General Gouraud has now crossed our borders and actually
proceeded to Damascus in violation of his promises, agreements, and honor.
This unprecedented action will lead to unnecessary bloodshed and the deat_hd
innocent people—and this at a time when an entire nation had confidence in
voluntary official commitment! I am therefore appealing to the civilized world
and drawing its attention to a crime for which the full blame rests on the shoul
ders of him who has betrayed his country and broken his own agreements. Ian
asking, sir, for justice, fair play, and speedy help.”

I herewith lodge a protest with your government against this asxf“.m:l'
which is not sanctioned by humanity or the accepted principles of internatla:h :
law. It has been said that General Gouraud's actions serve to implement
decisions of the Peace Conference. To this we say:

First—the Conference is both the adversary and the judge.

Second—Since the creation of the world the functions of s‘!Ch qmtere::z:
have been to decide against the defeated in war in favor of the victorious :mt
maintain peace in general, not to decide against friendly allies who wered of an
in a bloody struggle to subdue the common enemy. We have never hevi‘;torious
international conference acting to the disadvantage of one or two made 10
allies, as it has done in the present Syrian case where a ruling was
favor of France.

com
Third—it was the Arab army that entered Syria first and drove out the
mon enemy.

al
Fourth—the rights that France demands in Syria, rights that sl.;e' m:,;;p:ef’
edly asserted to be traditional, can no more be regarded as 1egxtlm;his point
than are houses that happen to have been built in the French style.
needs no laboring,

A ive the

Notwithstanding our just protest, we fear that circumstances ‘“"i d::mtw-

Arabs to rise up in order to defend their honor and the safety of the nd peopl

We trust that the feelings and sentiments of your noble government ";em the

Will lead to our protest’s being given full consideration and thus helpw 1920.)
needs of mankind. (From the newspaper al-Qiblah, no. 403, July 10

##H

Telegram from General Gouraud, July 24, 1920 queﬂ’d

Despite the fact that the note handed to the Minister of Education re] waited
an answer by the morning of the 23rd, out of a desire to avoid bloodshe Jat. 140
until 3 a.m. of the 24th for the answer brought to me by Colonel TOU™
eéxtremely sorry that this answer is a rejection.
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Ml“::nould like to inform you that a detachment of 450 regular soldiers of the
e m:::g'o equrlpped with artillery and machine guns attacked French troops
iy n of the 22nd east o_r Tell Kalakh. They were routed on the morn-
ing of the 23rd and about 50 men, including 2 officers, 1 cannon, and 6 machine

quns were captured.

mc?:z.d t:)n ttl:le morning of the day when your royal army proclaimed a state of
w”® units "o‘ :!hsame day that a lgtter was sent to me, saying “We do not want
200ps in the Westat army were taking up offensive positions and attacking my
ke Vi B le}r{r} zone. .Upder.tt'xese circumstances, which once again demon-
S ki t oya _lghness 1'nabxlny to impose obedience upon your soldiers, I

o remain unsatisfied with promises and to obtain guarantees that the

tote of July 14th will be executed.

The .

wgainst F?;t:cr?f July 22nd stipulated that in case of rejection or hostilities

vould regain th troops, such as occurred yesterday at Tel Kalakh, these troops
eir freedom of action. They did so this morning.

How
oibie. ans 1‘:"'“2; - ready than before to halt the bloodshe
tooperati y iate with an overnme : ¢
fating with France. y government that is sincere

d as swiftly as
ly desirous of

Gouraud
#a#
6.

To General Gouraud, French High Commissioner
in Syria, July 27, 1920

Col L
ment d:cnifile(;r ?ula; notified me in his letter of the 27th
Rorning, lhao ask me to leave Damascus by private tr

Prench g:ve the honor to inform you that I do not acknowledge the right of
Peace Confere ernment to'a_nnul the authority officially vested in me by the
Partition of S s to administer the eastern zone during the occupation and

yria into three zones, an authority confirmed on November 15, 1919

in L) ’
0yd George's note to Clemenceau and to me.

that the French govern-
ain 5 o'clock tomorrow

me of the title

Furthe
rmore, I deny the French government the right to divest
However, you

Banteqd :
know thalyr(:rlle Syrian people. This can be done only by force.
e no longer has any sanction in international law.

[ hard)
v need mention that the entrance of your troops into Damascus after a
unter to the decisions

lef skirmi .
the Pr:::h and seizure of the public utilities goes €O
ibolisheq we Conference and the principles of the League of Nations which
@bitratjop ar and laid down rules for the solution of disputes by international
You .
I occupation of the country's capital is a serious and unfair act because
anded in your ulti-

OCcm
Watym (::dt after demobilization of the Syrian troops, as dem

Y00 he 14th which I had accepted in its entirety. In your letter of the
Yrian peo‘:)!lgressed satisfaction with my approval as well as sympathy for the

In

the Tcec: e:: ond paragraph of that letter yo
"eady iy, yop ance of your terms, not an answer o
Bave i 1 ur hands. The delay of the detailed con
the ¢ your representative Colonel Cousse€ 6

u asked for a detailed confirmation
{ acceptance, for this was al-
firmation in reaching you—I
the expiration of

Damascus, pamcularly




since you were told 12 hours before the time limit mentioned in the ultimatum

that I had begun energetically to carry out the terms, acting first of all to de-
mobilize the Syrian army.

You used this situation, which testifies to the degree of my concern as well
as to my promptness in accepting your conditions and alertness in carrying them
out, as a justification to invade my country. The small number of soldiers left
to maintain law and order greeted your army as an ally, but their friendliness did
not prevent your officers from seizing them as prisoners of war, although a state
of war is non-existent.

May I also remind you of the contents of the letter that you sent me through
my representative, the Minister of Education. You acknowledged therein that I
was not responsible for the delay of the above-mentioned detailed telegram in
reaching you. However, at the same time that you made this admission, you
imposed harsh new terms which it was impossible for me to induce my people to
accept. You therefore placed me in a dilemma: either I accept those new terms
and provoke a revolt against my army and government, which you would use as a
pretext to intervene and occupy Damascus; or I reject them, in which case
thousands of your soldiers equipped with the latest weapons of destruction
would move in to subdue the people. Regardless of the course I chose, the end

would be occupation of Damascus. We have seen that the second contingency
came to pass.

If people were living today as they did in the Middle Ages when might made
right and the sword was the arbiter of disputes, your behavior would have con
formed to the prevailing laws. However, the great war, which we emgred on the
side of the Allies for the sake of winning our independence, had as its aim the
establishment of right and the crushing of militarism. Thée principles of the
Peace Conference proclaimed the freedom of peoples and their right to BOVI:".‘
themselves; these were not empty words. The Covenant of the League of ;‘s
tions outlawing war between nations and the subjection of one by the _°‘h°'_‘:‘l’
Covenant was signed both by the Allies and by their enemies—is still honored.
Hence, the French invasion of the eastern zone, the administration of which w::
entrusted to me, is nothing but an instrument of oppression and must be treat
as such.

. the
In conclusion, your conduct flouts the Sykes-Picot Agreement of 1916; i

agreements concluded at the end of 1915 between the British 8°v°mmen: Na-
my father, King of the Hejaz; Article 22 of the Covenant of the League O the
tions; the decisions of the San Remo Conference; the pledges made to me bg the
British government; the text of the peace treaty submitted to Turkey; an
agreements concluded between former French Premier Clemenceau and me-;tty.
also contravenes general laws as well as the principles of international mora
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THE OCCUPATION

Following the Battle of Maysalun nothing stood in the way of the French
army's occupying Damascus the same day. However, the commanding officer
General Goybet wanted the troops to enter the Syrian capital in full splendor, so
he delayed things until the next day. He rode into Damascus July 25, 1920 at
the head of an army that paraded through the most important streets of the city.
Twenty-four hours later he met the members of tAl@ al-Din al-Duriibi’s Cabinet
and proclaimed to them the end of the Faisal regime.

3

Text of General Goybet’s Statement to the Cabinet,
Published in al- ‘Asimah, July 29, 1920

Gentlemen!

I am here as a representative of General Gouraud, the French High Commis-
sioner, and I speak in his name. Emir Faisal has brought his country to the
brink of destruction. His responsibility for the bloody disorders that occurred in
Syria during the past two months is so clear and so great as to preclude his
remaining in power any longer. The new government that you represent has
agreed to cooperate with the French mandatary in organizing Syria. It will gain
ur- confidence and assistance and at the same time find us very respectful of
Syrian independence.

In accepting the responsibility of the present hour your new government
cannot ignore the consequences of a past characterized by vast destruction and
bloodshed. Therefore, it must before anything else assume the burden of paying
indemnities in the amount of 200,000 gold dinars to Syrian families afflicted by
ruin and death. We must also punish those criminals known to be the leaders of
the guerrilla bands which systematically ravaged the country on the grounds of
patriotism and take action against those who helped them with their influence
and money. We shall send you a list of names of the men who are to be arrested
and legally tried; those who run away shall be divested of their civil rights and
have their property confiscated.

Your new government is to continue conducting local affairs as before. All

problems concerning the population or connected with the future of the country
will be studied by you together with Colonel Toulat, Chief of the French Mission,
and then referred to us. The Sherifian army will have to be reduced to a police
force charged simply with maintenance of internal security. All weapons must

be collected and delivered to the military authorities.
s state of affairs will be

The various difficulties that may arise from thi
handled by Colonel Pettelat, Chief of Staff of the Army of the East, who will
settle them in consultation with your Minister of War. You can and must assure
m Damascenes, the majority of whom are hard working mds ir‘uellt:’em pe;)lgl)l;e.
' you arm will befall them. Strict orders w
o | lgpors there must be no demonstra-

given to our ar In return,
my to prevent any incident. In
tion or provocation ‘l’ikely to disturb public security. All hostile acts will be

suppressed with the greatest severity.
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The municipality is to be administered by influential people chosen from
every quarter and made jointly responsible. Disarmament of the population will
be started soon and proceed by stages. The display of a portion of our army has
shown you that in case of emergency we could utilize a variety of methods to
maintain the order that this country needs so badly.

#HH

Thanks and Praise, Published in al- Asimah,
August 2, 1920

The office of the Director of the Press has sent us a copy of the testimonial
submitted by spiritual leaders to His Excellency, the Prime Minister. It reads:

“In order to proclaim the truth and acknowledge the merits of those Who
possess them, we the Christians and Jews of all faiths and classes of the popu-
lation resident in Damascus and environs send our heartfelt thanks to our Moslem
brethren—the divines, notables, dignitaries, and plain people—whose consqnt
watchfulness over public tranquillity and whose use of nationalist army units
maintained order and prevented serious disturbances during these last rrxghfful
days. This will be ascribed to their credit on the pages of history and entitle
them, Your Excellency, to the fullest measure of honor and esteem. May God
preserve the glory of your government and the mandatary.

“Nicholas, Roman Catholic Patriarch
“Istudas Kisissian, Nestorian Archbishop in Damascus, Armenian I}epl’e“““"ve
in Damascus, Mikhail Bahhish Metropolitan of Busrd and the Hawran

“Faris al-Khuri Mikha 1] and Ilyds Suhnawi
Nasif Abii Zayd Michel Awadis
As‘ad Abu Shifr _ Shafiq Qudsi
Qustaki al-Humsi Antoine Abli Hamd
Ibrahim Tawil Khalil Anhiiri
Isbir al-Khuri Miisa Sa‘d Shamiyah

##H

3.

Proclamation, Published in al-‘Asimah,
August 9, 1920

e

Everyone knows that when the Peace Conference recognized the indepegdm?c

of Syria and her existence as a sovereign state, it decided at the_ same in the

assign France a mandate for this country. The conditions were laid downedm‘.

Covenant of the League of Nations and related to the fitness as well ashe fore-

tional and social development of the people. Since the Syrians are in t,p.cily

front of countries noted for their intelligence, scientific progress, anceidc it will

for self-government, the mandate cannot be unduly burdensome. Inde -ndence
consist of nothing more than assistance and not infringe the indep

agreed to by all the powers. t
us governmer

However, the failure of negotiations between the former Damasc i rail
and the authorities of the coastal zone to yield clear results reg”aw“
transportation from Beirut to Aleppo and the misunderstandings - ho found
other matters led General Gouraud, the French High Commissioner—¥ front I
himself in acute need of shipping troops and supplies to the no'me":l then 1#
order to check the enemy of all the Allies—to inquire first orally anmpmoﬂ“'
writing about the reasons for placing obstacles in the way of thes€ x matu”®
although the interests of both parties were involved. He finally sent e uuticl”:
that was published at the time in the press. It contained the following
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(1) Control of the Rayaq railroad in order to facilitate transport.

(2) Military occupation of the city of Aleppo in
' order to
falling into the hands of the enemy. e i

(3) Statement of acceptance of the French mandate as something real.

vent it from

(4) Acceptance of the circulation of Syrian bank notes.

méz) Punishment of those whose activities injured the population of the two

m;‘gn:l:etl:e government did not believe that these demands constituted an
e 0;1 thof the co:mtr.y’s m@ependence or an insult to the national honor or
Dl e people s rights, it decided to adopt a policy of conciliation with

y accepting them after some modifications in favor of the national

welfare were introduced.

m:";iT:;n:tely. the telegram of acceptance was several hours late in arriving.
that everyoneau:ed the troops of the mandatary to march, with the consequences
government dnows. They entered the capital very peacefully and found the
recognition af“ people calm. The officials of the mandatary confirmed their
the necessi(: the legalxty. and. independence of the nationalist government and of
helpers priuf 9{ respecting its laws and procedures. They sought to obtain
tender the ban y to strengthen the pillars of comfort and tranquillity and to
rebels and disturbers of internal security impotent.

Accordingly, the government asks the people first of all:

1 .
Npu(ta)t' To remain completely calm and avoid behavior likely to injure their
ion and that of their country.

(2) To be prompt in paying their state taxes any way they can.

(3) To res
pect the law and t '
of the government. he rights of officials and obey the instructions

mt&) Not to withhold information about any act
flicy :gamst the law and the will of the govern
evere punishment upon all such offenders.

Sec :
e m°::1:ly. officials and employees charged with

1 2
(1) Be swift and severe in punishing those who seek to disturb public order.

2
,8( ) Know that the nationalist and the French troops are united in support of
noble purpose.

(?())otBe” in mind that the troops they may request to suppress insurrection
W g :ut .corruption and violence are purely for the purpose of striking a
seeking th'e“""g out punishment, not of serving as a warning or a threat. Before
“ho des is aid, they must carefully prepare the grounds on which to try those
Rrgtish v be punished and clearly ascribe the causes and circumstances
- uprisings to the persons who have deliberately organized them. Should

this
Prove to be impossible, then ascribe them to the town or tribe whose people
a few while the others

par
kee‘;c;?rted in it. If destructive acts are committed by
ay ca ent as a sign of satisfaction, punishment shall be meted out to all. In
se, the notables and sheikhs are principally and personally accountable.
nts and do not establish

th
€y content themselves merely with reporting the eve
11 be automatically regarded as incom-

that has been or may be com-
ment, which is determined to

maintaining security and

and

p‘lelnd(ent“y of those responsible, they sha
and removed from their posts.
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Officials and public alike should realize that if they heed what we have just
said and do their duty sincerely and honestly, they will be taking a long step
toward the noble goal of reaching their much desired independence. If not, the
blame will be theirs, and it will be too late for regrets,

August 5, 1920 ‘A12’ al-Din
Prime Minister

LR
4.

Address of Prime Minister Ala’ al-Din al-Durubi at the
Banquet Tendered by the Syrian Government to General
Gouraud, Published in al- ‘Asimah, August 12, 1920

Your Excellency!

I welcome you in the name of the Syrian government and wish you and the
government you represent every happiness. The patriotic feelings that move all
Syrians lead me to thank you wholeheartedly for your recent statement to the
effect that the French government wishes only to promote the welfare and pros-
perity of the country and that Syria's publicly recognized independence is not in
any danger. This official statement inspires all the more confidence becaqse
of France's brilliant traditions and the many declarations of her leaders wpxch
date from the time she entered the war in order to defend justice and help right
to triumph over might. It cannot be doubted that your honorable government has
no desire, as you have said, to colonize Syria or to enslave her; it wishes .to act
in accordance with the sound principles derived from its own revolutionary
heroes who wrote the rights of man with their blood in the history of the world.

The Peace Conference that awarded you the mandate for Syria added a pledge
to support the rights of the Syrian people, protect their freedom, and respect
their independence. Hence, there is nothing in your government's mandate for
Syria to make us apprehensive, for the preservation of our honor has been openly
guaranteed. We hope to obtain from you what America, Italy, Belgium, orgece
and other nations that were once deprived of their rights finally obtained.

Enlightened people here are fully convinced of the integrity of F."mc-e -
intentions. Only a small majority, most of them aliens, have been whispering
to the masses that France is an imperialistic power working to increase hgr
possessions at the expense of others. Those who have been deceived by vain
talk will soon learn the truth that we have known all along. In order to clarify
the facts that are still obscure, I should like to inform Your Excellency :h&;
Sherif Faisal shared this view of ours and at private gatherings spoke freely 0
the sincerity and honesty of the French. However, certain suspicious peOp:;
around him provoked the recent painful events, as a serious investigation wou

prove. French justice will properly evaluate the situation and render its decision
accordingly.

There can be no doubt as to our feelings because we fought at your side f::
the same just cause. Linking our fate to yours, we formed an inseparable P“ct
of you. By virtue of our tested devotion and friendship we are entitled to expe

the fulfillment of all our national aspirations now that the common victory has
been won.

I am confident that these words of mind will erase every possible source ::
misunderstanding, especially since we need have no fear for the indep"".delzs
of Syria. On the contrary, our assurance is strengthened by your noble principles:
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}t’l:::"og:gnailerséa];ements of your 1eadgrs. and the agreements concluded between

R iknge Sh(r)n“?ntcheauFand the Syrian repre§emative at the Peace Conference.

B cccncy at France comes to Syria as a friend, not as colonizer.

B e B e as pleased to promise respect for the freedom and indepen-

R totey iies Vf Fa}n people, trust, and mutual friendship. You have exemplified
of France as a supporter of freedom and civilization.

o tg:l:)r;e\:tm:os:]bo;l{den?d us, Your Excellency, to accept the responsibility
B o will e l _ elying on your help, we did not hesitate to assume the
B i sult in the freeflom and independence of our beloved country.
Sone Generg;)vgmmen:‘.. which mer.ited your confidence and attention, as
Miryiting askeda : Qypet s proclamation of July 26th, has swiftly executed
B n fox the (l)f it in supere cooperation with your technicians who are
e Porure an :lrefe are of Syna. I am conyi_nced that the affection Syrians feel
< materi'al effor:mt;on built up througp joint action in the fields of spiritual
The Syrians’ tradi .t at led to the attainment of freedom, will not be shaken.
< i aréaﬂllzogal love of France and their characteristic determination
B idalint oo, est guarantee of the impatiently awaited victory of the

I ; o
greet you, sir, as an official and personal friend of Syria and wish you and

your soldi i i i
Shownbl l'éirs a suqcessful stay in this great, historic country. Your army has
y its behavior that it is in the country of a friend.

Long live free and independent Syrial Long live great an

###

d noble France!

Message of Condolence of General Gouraud, Published
in al- Asimah, August 30, 1920

A

Ciliciatzlefram from General Gouraud, French High Commissioner in
nd Commander in Chief of the Army of the East:

he families of {12 al-Din

Syria and

Bey 2;FIOD“‘@_“_}embfc‘r(s of the Damascus government and t
y al-Durubi and ‘Abd al-Rahman Pasha al-Yusuf:
b I‘A‘ggs shocked by the death of prime Minister ‘A&’ al-Din Bey al-Duribi
sincere al-Rahmin Pasha al-yisuf, Chairman of the Council of State. My
- condolences to the members of their distinguished families.
# Gy z i
=y AL Dl B a1-Duriibi and ‘Abd al-Rapma Pasha al-Yisuf died while
rela;e in the noble task of conciliation. 1 offer my consolation to all the
who kves and friends who loved and esteemed them. I sharé the grief of those
now the value of the services they rendered to their country.

AL
Alayh, August 21, 1920 General Gouraud”
###
6.

Waming to the People of the Hawran, Published in
al-‘Asimah, September 2, 1920

in }’(rh_e hideous crime committed by the Hawranis against the cabinet Ministers

troo hirbat al-Ghazdlah and their armed assaults upon the French and Syrian

o5 ps who went out to take vengeance on the murders have led to devastating

nsequences which the Hawran is now peginning to feel.

Our forces will mercilessly carry out punitive actions .
d order is restored in the towns an

called to book for their deeds an

until the criminals are
villages
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responsible. All the leaders and notables of the Hawrin have been offered a
period of eight days’ time within which to pledge obedience to the government.
Villages will be punished only to the extent of proven cooperation with our
enemies. The terms to be imposed upon them will steadily increase in severity
until the criminals are apprehended. The villages which shelter the chief cul-
prits will be considered their accomplices. Henceforth, whenever a hostile act
is perpetrated against our guard forces or railroad tracks are pulled up, the vil-
lage closest to the scene of the incident will be held responsible, immediately
destroyed, and its cattle confiscated. Airplanes will continue to bomb rebellious
villages until they take an oath of obedience.

General Goybet, Commander of the Third Division of the
Army of the East,
for Muhammad Jamil, Prime Minister

#HH
7.

Temporary Restoration of the Arab Flag, Published
in al-‘Asimah, August 19, 1920

The Prime Minister issued the following communiqué:

During the discussion of the white-starred flag adopted by the Syrian Con-
gress it was revealed that:

(1) The Peace Conference decided to recognize the existence of an inde-

pendent state in Syria. Independence therefore became an agreed question pur
suant to this international decision. ’

(2) The Syrian Congress was not recognized by the powers because fit:r:l:d
met prior to their recognition of an independent Syrian state. Hence, its
tion and adoption of the white-starred banner were premature.

e
Under these circumstances we decided not to raise the said flag “‘ld‘:;::c
temporarily the Arab standard—the ensign of a caliphal state. We shal law t0
the national flag after the National Assembly meets in accordance with &
be enacted for the purpose and decrees a special form for it.
August 4, 1920 ‘Ala” al-Din

Prime Minister
###
8.

The Syrian Flag, Published in al- Asimah, October 28, 1920

the
At 9:30 a.m. October 24, 1920 the temporary Syrian flag was rai'si?dg:: ?z i
great Government Building in Damascus. His Excellency, Prime Minls
Bey al-Ulashi spoke as follows:

Gentlemen! People!

w-

We are celebrating today the unfurling of the flag of the new Da'“‘.s‘;“:nﬁip

ernment. It was chosen by the Congress of the Syrian people as a sPaClathat the

for a united Syria. The miniature French flag set at the top indicates epublic
interests of Syria and France are identical and that the great French rép

has a mandate for our country.

for
Every patriotic Syrian sincerely wants this day to be a good beg::‘:::: the
our beloved Syria and a stimulus to the mandatory government tO
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welcome task it has taken upon itself of bringing our country up to the desired
level of social, economic, and civil progress where it may proceed shoulder to
shoulder with all the modern nations, lacking in none of the distinctive qualities
o a nation and the factors making for survival.

In the name of the Syrian government I salute our beloved flag and invite you
10 join me in this gesture of honor and esteem. This ball placed in the center
perhaps symbolizes the fact that Syria possesses all the civilized virtues and
that our noble people will soon reach their predestined stage of genuine happi-
ness for which our nationalist government is striving together with the French
government.

Long live united Syria! Long live great France!
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CLAIMS OF THE FRENCH

The French have described the events of Maysalun in a way that is very far
from the truth, principally owing to their desire to cover up General Gouraud's
shocking crime of occupying the military positions evacuated by the Syrian
army in accordance with the terms of the ultimatum. They failed to mention in
their communiqués and statements the truce concluded in al-Judaydah and the
conditions laid down therefor, the new demands made in ‘Alayh, or the telegram
sent to Damascus requesting permission to transfer their headquarters from
al-Judaydah to Khan Maysalun even before the expiration of the truce. They
tried to exaggerate the size and equipment of the Syrian troops assembled on the
Maysaliin front so that they could boast of “the greatest victory in Syria”, as
they called it. The magazine Asie Francaise wrote: “The army assembled
under the command of Yusuf al- Azmah at Maysalin consisted of 25,000 well
trained troops fitted out with the most modern weapons and equipment.” In
similar vein, the newspaper Le Temps noted: “Russian and German officers
were found in the Syrian army which fought at Khan Maysalin. . . The number
of dead in the battle exceeded 5,000."

We thought it necessary to quote some of the French statements and com-
muniqués in order to give a clear idea of their claims.

s s

The Circular Dropped by French Airplanes on Various
Cities Before the Day of Maysalun

(Since we were unable to locate the Arabic text, we had to translate it from
the French version as published in Asie Fra.n():aise.)

Syrians!

At this moment when your government is dragging your country toward the
horrors of war, I turn to you with the question: Why should you fight?

It has been said: France seeks to colonize and enslave you.

This is an absolute lie!

France has accepted the mandate for your country from the Peace Conference.

It is the desire as well as the duty of France to discharge this task. ng
will concern herself with the welfare and prosperity of the country and at ts
same time safeguard the officially recognized independence of the Syrians.

France wants to offer the help of her technical experts to organize effi-

ciently the public utilities, just as she offers her capital for the sake of sound
exploitation of the country’s resources.

She respects all the freedoms, especially that of worship. France wil(la
secure this freedom for all people without exception, and will not tolerate on
religion to encroach upon the rights of the others.

168



She has decided to permit local officials to exercise their authority, provided
that they take no action inimical to France or in violation of negotiated agree-

ments.

You are s"rely aware, S.\T]ans, that lhe Dalnascus gOVel’nment. impelled by
an e.xg'emxst minority, has indulged for the past six months in a policy g
hostility to France.

It .denjed the use of the Rayaq-Aleppo railroad to French units which have
been fighting the Turks for months in order to protect Syria.

It flooded the French zone with armed officer-led guerrilla bands to kill the
people of defenseless villages.

'll inflicted very great harm on you by prohibiting the circulation of the new
Syrian currency, banning imports, and erecting an economic barrier between
Damascus and the coast.

Finally, in order to be able to continue this foolish policy, it laid on you
the burdens of exorbitant taxes and compulsory military service. They did so
not to safeguard your freedom and independence —because these have never
been threatened—but to cater to the interests of politicians, many of whom are
ot natives of your country.

Throughout this period of time France was patient because she was strong.

But there is a limit to patience.
In the name of my government I presented to the Damascus government Jjust
and wise demands which must be accepted if there is to be peace.

One of these demands is repeal of the compulsory military service law.

If the Damascus government surrenders to the influence of stupid people and
spurns the outstretched hand of France, it is virtually declaring war and will

incur the full responsibility therefor.

However, I still hope that the Syrians are intelligent enough to avoid rushing
to ruin or annihilation for the sake of the criminal minority which has gained

power over them.

Surely, you will not expose your children to death by the frightful weapons
of modern land and sea warfare simply to continue compulsory military service,
oppressive taxation, and the other burdens that weigh you down.

1 do not intend to use airplanes against the unarmed population—I follow

the dictates of human feelings shared by all Frenchmen. However, this policy
is conditional on one thing, that no Frenchman or Christian be killed. Should

this happen, there will be the severast of reprisals by aerial bombardment.

I do not doubt that all ardent and sincere patriots wish their country to be

prosperous and tranquil. They will reject war and come over to our side. |
ks to such people in the name of France and Syria.

direct my remar
ise up and unite against the clique that rules them. Let

So let them all ¢ { their right, be e the strength of the clique is
the power of their right, becaus u
them rely upon 14 Let them trust in the spirit of freedom and

ly from their weakness.
::':?s:l fgt which noble, energetic, and civilized France is distinguished. Let
them come then in all confidence and enthusiasm to their friends the French,
just as the valiant Lebanese and others have already done.
perous Syria! Long live France!

Long live free and pros
General Gouraud
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#H#H
2.

Communiqué from the Military Authorities in Beirut,
July 21st, noon

Emir Faisal informed Commander in Chief General Gouraud on July 20th that
the Damascus government accepted all the conditions of the French government.
However, the ultimatum of July 14th emphasized that acknowledgment of the
acceptance of the conditions would not be enough unless they were officially
implemented. Owing to General Gouraud’s failure to receive at the designated
time any indication that acceptance was coupled with action, Emir Faisal was
notified that French troops had begun to move toward Damascus at dawn of
July 21st.

Sherifian troops declined to give battle and they retreated before our forces
which are still advancing into the mountains up to this hour (i.e., 11:00 a.m.,
July 21st). If necessary, Damascus will be occupied.

From a Damascus dispatch that reached headquarters in ‘Alayh at 11:00, it
was learned that Emir Faisal had telegraphed to General Gouraud on the evening
of July 20th confirming his acceptance of the General’s conditions. The tele-
gram did not arrive because the rebels, who were so greatly encouraged by the
Damascus government, had cut the telegraph lines in the region of al- Zabdani.
The government brought today's disaster upon its own head by its maladminis-
tration and lies. Arrival of the above-mentioned telegram in time would have
led the French troops to delay their advance, particularly if General Gouraud
found evidence that the desired measures of implementation had been started.

#H#H
3.

Communiqué, Beirut, Momning of July 23, 1920

Emir Faisal officially notified General Gouraud on July 21st that he acqui-
esced in the conditions laid down by the French government and that their
implementation had already been started. Accordingly, orders were issued to the
French army to halt, and it did so the evening of July 21st.

The French troops remained in their positions throughout July 22nd and at
this moment (the morning of July 23rd) are still in possession of the hills
adjoining the anti-Lebanon in the region of al-Judaydah. They will not resume
their advance until required to do so by hostile acts.

As for the Rayaq-Aleppo Railroad, appropriate military measures have already
been taken.

The French troops en route to Damascus will be progressively pulled back
as the conditions mentioned at the beginning are carried out.

It appears that there are grave disorders in Damascus.
##H
4.

Communiqué, July 23, 1920

It has become necessary to clarify the events that took f the 14th
place from
to the 24th of July. Based on the correspondence between General Gouraud and
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g:i;nr Faisgl. this communiqué is written for publication in the newspapers of
5 e“‘lm's in order to dispel the doubts existent in the minds of the people and
xplain why the French army first marched on Damascus and then came to

a halt,

e l?l July 14th General Gouraud informed Emir Faisal of
ad laid down and gave the Emir four days’ time, i.e.,
which to carry them out.
lmm!lrr;xrl Faisal requested an extension of time, which General Gouraud granted
vl \;y 19th.. This request, also transmitted through Colonel Toulat, was
- Jule by a third truce and additional time to execute the terms from July 18th
« y 21st. Tpe Emir was told that unless the General ascertained that they
ere actually being carried out, French forces would begin to move forward after

the deadline.

12 a.m. July 21st passed, but the Emir's
fact that the troops had already begun to marc
Was authorized to communicate with Damascus,
Emir Faisal, if there were any government willing to come to an un

with France.
During the morning of July 21st General Gouraud received Emir Faisal's
It came late owing to the inci-

official answer accepting the French conditions.
dent at al-Zabdani for which the perpetrators alone are responsible. Because
of the delay the French troops had advanced to the tops of mountains and the

depths of valleys. General Gouraud could not halt them in places lacking in
water or where inaccessibility to railroads made it impossible to bring up sup-

plies.
On July 21st Emir F

the conditions that
until July 18th, in

answer did not arrive. Despite the
h, the French commanding officer
so General Gouraud telegraphed
derstanding

aisal asked General Gouraud to order the army to halt—a

request with which, for the above-mentioned reason, he could not at that time
comply. The General answered that he was not thinking of entering Damascus

if it were possible to maintain order otherwise.

Finally, on July 22nd Colonel Toulat informed General Gouraud of the pre-
cautions taken by the Emir and of his request that the troops be halted. The
General kept his promise and jssued an order to the army to halt as soon as
possible. The troops will remain in their positions until all the terms laid down

by France are carried out.
#HH

Communiqué, Morning of July 24, 1920

lanations and communications sent on July 21st

Following the official exp
h Army halted after it crossed the

by Emir Faisal to General Gouraud, the Frenc
Biga‘ plain in Eastern Lebanon.

On July 22nd General Gourau

er to prevent bloodshed. He
tioas. a8 y rnment which should de

minded Damascus gove
executing the terms of the ultimatum.

As an indication of his peaceful intentions,
Faisal a new extension of time until 2400 hours ol. Ju
him that the army would march again and regain its
hostile act was committed against the French troops.

d ordered his army to halt in the occupied posi-
is awaiting the explanation of the peace-
stroy the misunderstanding about

General Gouraud granted Emir
ly 23rd. He also warned

freedom of action if any
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During the afternoon of July 22nd and at a time when the General was demon-
strating his desire for peace and the avoidance of bloodshed, a detachment of
400 Sherifian soldiers armed with two cannon and several machine guns attacked
units of the French army doing police duty near Tell Kalakh in the western zone.

On the morning of July 23rd the French dispersed the enemy after a fierce
battle which ended in our gaining possession of the railroad and "Ayn al-Tin.
The enemy retreated in panic, leaving several dead and wounded and much
equipment on the battlefield. We captured 50 Sherifian soldiers, including 2
officers. We also took a 77 mm. cannon and 6 machine guns.

This incident showed once again both the anti-French attitude of the popula-
tion of the eastern zone and the inability of Emir Faisal’s government to main-
tain the discipline of its troops when it wanted to prove by deeds its sincere
desire for friendship and understanding.

On July 23rd the extremist faction gained control over the political situation
and refused to go along with the General's peaceful program.

Despite the Tell Kalakh and other incidents and the expiration of the truce
at 2400 hours of July 23rd, General Gouraud waited quietly for a conciliatory

reply until 0300 hours of July 24th. Since that time the General has been free
to act,

The troops encamped in the region of ‘Ayn Judaydah resumed their advance
and the cavalry joined battle in the Wadi al- Takiyah.

#un
‘.

Communiqué, Evening of July 24, 1920

The hostilities at Tell Kalakh and the failure of the Damascus government
to demonstrate its peaceful intentions, restored General Gouraud’s freedom of
action and he ordered his troops to advance at 0300 hours of July 24th. They
made contact with large Sherifian forces well entrenched in the passes between
Widi al-Takiyah and Khin Maysaliin, a general encampment and Sherifian mobili-
zation center. These forces consisted of the entire Damascus division supported
by Bedouin units, artillery, and machine guns.

The French forces consisted of units from the 415th Infantry Regiment, the
2nd Algerian Riflemen Regiment, the Senegalese Division, the African Riflemen
Regiment, the Moroccan Spahi Battalion, plain and mountain artillery, and 155
mm. guns—all under the command of General Goybet. They opened a violent

::’" engagement for the pass that dominates 8 kilometres of the road to Damas-

The terrain was extremely rugged and hampered our artillery. But our tanks
:f“ the World w:: hed a blow as brilliant as any struck during the major battles

At 1300 hours the action came to an end with all the enemy's positions in
our hands. The Sherifian forces were routed and the French army gained its
greatest victory in Syria.

lao?: ‘?:“?:‘: :'Mm':l shattered and dissolved as a result of the mmndo""
us . € cannon, 25 machine guns, large quantities of ammuni-
tion, vehicles, and equipment were left on the battlefield.

Yiisuf Bey al- Azmah, Sherifian Minister of War, lost his life.
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Following this glorious victory the French army continued to advance and it
is expected to reach Damascus July 25th.

#un
7.

General Gogu_ud'l Speech in Damascus, in Response
to al-Duriibi’s Speech, Published in al- Asimah,
August 9, 1920

g I thank you, sir, for the words you have addressed to me. You will not be
i“H)'Poimed. for France has not come to colonize this country. She wishes in
all sincerity, as you will see, to safeguard your independence within the frame-
work of the mandate, provided, however, that independence not redound to her

disadvantage.

(The General then mentioned the discussions between Emir Faisal and
Clemenceau. Referring next to the guerrilla bands which attacked the French

Zone, he said:)
-These raids were made now from the north, now from the south along the
entire frontier, i.e., from Palestine to Alexandretta.

It is worth noting that the bands that attacked us did not consist of outlaws
alone. Their leaders were regular army officers and they had ample supplies of
arms, equipment, and money. Although not serious as far as our troops were

concerned, their depredations caused great injury to the peaceful population.
Homes were destroyed, villages and hamlets burned, and cattle and other pos-

sessions plundered.

The official acts of the Sherifian government were no less hostile to France
than the guerrilla raids. I hardly need remind you of the rejection of Syrian
currency, the ban on importation of grain into the western zone, the repudiation
of the mandate for Syria awarded to France by the Peace Conference, and the
decree of compulsory military service, a heavy burden on the people. Then there

was the refusal of the Emir and his government to grant us free use of the French
railroad from Rayidq to Aleppo, although we needed it in order to continue our
military operations against the Turks, which were in the interest of Syrian
These are the things that induced a man whom you respect, Colonel
and who like me worked so hard for Syria's welfare, to warn the Emir of
He told His Highness that denying us the Aleppo line was a
of our troops. 1 personally pointed out to the
ns and those of the men surround-

peace.
Toulat,

impending peril.
dagger blow aimed at the backs

Emir the dangerous consequences of his actio
ing him.

France was very patient, but her patience finally became exhausted. The

tience nor deliberateness would avail. The French
¢ then ordered me to send the Emir the ultimatum with which you are
g:;r;in:enYou know too that the telegram that would have kept our troops from
advanci;xg did not reach us during the evening of July 20th because one of the
robber bands encourag by the Emir and the government had cut the telegraph
lines. Thus did they reap the harvest of their deeds.
I ordered the expedition to
21st when I learned about the telegram,
st ond::gto the risks involved in affording the Sherifians an okppon::;:{h :::
en(:rp;nch themselves at points where they boasted they w;ml«:h Ch;:u o:.md o
launch a counterattack. Nevertheless, in my solicitude o; l.uu =2 A
tions of France as well as for my personal honor, I did not hes mome

to issue the order halting my troops.

day
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(The General then spoke about the Battle of Maysaliin and France's good
intentions toward Syria. He concluded his remarks as follows:)

My great patience with the old government and moderation in negotiation
clearly prove that, notwithstanding my determination and ability to defend the
honor of my country, I did not come to Syria thirsting for military glory. My
colleagues and I obtained our share during the great war.

I hope to work for the welfare of all Syria. In particular, my efforts _will‘be
devoted to helping this city, the pearl of Islam set in the emerald of its rich
gardens.

You, O people of Syria, are in urgent need of the aid of France while I.am in
need of your counsel. So do not shun us; take this hand of mine that is out-
stretched to grasp yours in the name of France.

#a#
8.

Communiqué from the French Press Administration,
Published in the Newspapers of Damascus,
August 9, 1920

The rumors widely current in Damascus to the effect that England or some

other power is going to help Emir Faisal return to Syria are absolutely without
foundation.

The Syrian question concerns France alone, and no other nation.

We also deny reports that Emir Faisal will make a trip to undertake discus-
sions with the French government.

There are rumors too that the French will leave Damascus. Just as Ff::‘::
will not tolerate the return of Emir Faisal to a country in which he 18 an alien,
so she will never leave Damascus.

#HH
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THE SYRIAN CASE IN THE FRENCH PARLIAMENT

~ The Syrian case became a subject of debate and dispute in the French Par-
liament one month before the Day of Maysaliin in connection with the funds
sought by the government to carry out its policy in the East. The speeches
made duri.ng this debate threw light on the various French intellectual currents
lix:::lved in the Syrian case and are, therefore, worthy of our study and attention

I have deemed it useful to translate the most important portions of Daladier’s
speech, which may be regarded as typical of the viewpoint of those opposing the
government's Syrian policy, and of Briand's speech, because it clarifies the
circumstances that surrounded the Sykes-Picot Agreement from its conclusion
until its execution, after some modifications were introduced.

1.

Daladier’s Speech, Delivered During the Session of
June 25, 1920

(Daladier spoke on two topics, one that he called the “Islamic question”, the
other the “Slavic question”. Regarding the former he said:)

In connection with the Islamic question, the government has requested you
to appropriate special funds amounting to 525 million in the budget of the Minis-
try of War and 187 million in the budget of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. This
despite the fact that our committee reporter was cautious in stating that these
funds would total to between 500 and 600 million. At a time when France is
still suffering from the effects of her terrible wounds, should we get embroiled
in a policy of ostentation and prestige that might be the ruin of the country?
(“Very good, very good” from the extreme left and from various seats on the left)

analyzed the benefits that might justify such a policy.
Cilicia, that we intend to evacuate itand
that we have abandoned the policy of adventure and war. Yet battles are still
going on, the armistice has just been broken, and we are still suffering in
Cilicia as in Syria severe losses as a result both of the bullets of the Turks
and Arabs and of marsh fever and typhus. We do not know the exact number of
our dead, but during the month of January alone we had more than 600 casualties.

“We do not seek a protectorate, we do not want the Moroc-
ced to say that you sent to those countries a number

I have personally
They tell us, particularly in regard to

They tell us t00:
can formula.” ButIam for

of administrators.
(After dwelling on criticis

on:)
s argument can legitimize the Cilician expedition. Regardless of
viewNp(:)i::nO;ou cannot justify the sacrifices to be asked of the country on

economic grounds.

m of the government’'s actions in Cilicia, he went
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I say the same thing about the Syrian question. I am not ignoring the mag-
nificent work accomplished in Syria by Christian missionaries and laymen. Iam
not one of those who deny the force of the moral arguments that can be advanced
to justify peaceful activity there. (“Very good, very good”.) The French mis-
sionaries and laymen do not need a military expedition to gain the esteem of all
the inhabitants of Syria, regardless of their religion. It is evident to me from a
study of the activities of the French Conference in Syria, the importance of
which is known to you, that these men are not asking you to organize military
campaigns; indeed, they tell you just the opposite.

Aristide Briand — They are the very ones who beg us not to leave them.
(“Very good, very good”.)
Daladier — That's true. But they beg us not to engage in a military campaign.

Bellet — We're to leave them to be killed, I suppose!

Committee reporter — They beg us to work for peace, when we can no longer
make war.

Ruellan — War is one of the ways to peace. (Interruption from the extreme
left.) Yes, gentlemen, I insist that war is a way to peace.

Guichard — I don't want war; I got into it because it was necessary. But
war is a way to peace, and there is no doubt about that.

Daladier — In any case, regardless of the arguments that may be advanced,
I am sure that we obtained in Syria—before the present crisis and long before
the present military operations—a first-class position, moral and material, with-
out war, by peaceful methods alone. (Applause)

Georges Leygues — That's very true.

Daladier — And so I ask: Why do we now think that this position has begun
to weaken?

Reporter — Because there has been war!

Daladier — But why fighting now? We must by all means agree. . . (Interrup-
tion from the center)

President — Gentlemen! You will come to the speakers’ platform in orderly
fashion, each in turn. Please, no more interruptions!

Daladier — I agree with those who regard the struggle in Syria as the outcome
of undeniable mistakes in policy. I believe that we have failed to take into
consideration the profound emotion that has stirred the Islamic world since tb;
great war. I believe too that we have completely erred in comparing Faisal no o
to a “Bolshevik wandering in the desert,” now to a “Wilson with a turban,” O
to some mythological “St. George on a horse”. . . (Laughter).

I have never subscribed to this view. I look upon the probl
seriously than that. 1 believe that Faisal, contrary to what peop
man of moderation who runs the risk of being outstripped by the ex
is working with all his strength to dam up this dangerous stream.

te
This is my frank opinion. I am compelled to say that none of the oppost
arguments seem to me completely convincing.

We mustn’t forget that there are 3,000,000 Moslems and 300,00
Syria who in no way resemble the tribes of Morocco, who possess
civilization, and who proved by their continuing evolution long before
~ War, especially since 1893, that they desire to obtain freedom and indepe

<

em much moré
le think, is &
tremists &

0 cmisuanis i':

very ancien
fore the World
ndence
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and to organize a genuine state. How can you, you who are so well informed on
oriental questions, forget the famous Beirut Program which goes back to 1913,
and that great nationalist movement—an extraordinary development for the
Ea_st—ln which the entire population, Moslem and Christian, joyously shared and
united against the Turks to found a state based on peace and order.

I could cite here a great number of facts that confirm this. You are not
una.ware. that the Turks themselves were frightened by the importance of this
nationalist movement into thinking of creating a “Turco-Arab Union” comparable

to the “Austro-Hungarian Union".

These are singularly impressive facts. Am I not entitled to say that war
accomplished nothing in this connection except to accentuate the evolution?

Come now! You appealed to the Arabs for five years to fight against the
Turks and together with your Allies during the same period of time you declared
everywhere and always from French, English, American, and Italian platforms
that you have no aim but to fight for the freedom of peoples. With what audacity
and, permit me to say, with what cynicism do you today try to occupy & country
that isn’t yours, a country that has the right to be independent? (Applause from
the extreme left and from several seats on the left; interruption from the center)

Reporter — A mandate is not an occupation. It is just the opposite.

Daladier — The honorable M. Noblemaire has made a very just observation
when he said that is not a question of occupation, that it is merely a matter of

exercising a mandate.

I am well aware of that. I read very carefully the report that M. Noblemaire
pr e‘_’a'ed- What does he say? That he is against conquests and adventures. But
he is in favor of much gentler methods. He relies first of all on the impact of
the San Remo decision. He says: “Our title to Syria was contestable until San

Remo. However, since the San Remo decision we have gained a firm, interna-
Italy and the Mikado.” On the

tional title. We have the approval of England,
that Emir Faisal and all the objec-

basis of such weighty authority we can say
tors, without exception, as M. Noblemaire writes in his report, will hasten to

yield,

M. Noblemaire likewise states in his report that what we must do now is to
PUt amounts of between 500 and 600 million into the hands of a few well-inten-
tioned officials, not to equip an expeditionary force—troops are there only for
deco_rative purposes—but to discuss, to negotiate. With the money we provide
Kamil and Faisal and all those surrounding them we shall work out a solution of

the Syrian question.
However, I believe—and say in all candor,

i? a grave error to tell those people who are S0
liberation and emancipation that you will &ry to seize their 1

Will try to rule them. . .

Reporter — Not at all! pt

Daladier — . . .by imposing & mandate, because words hardly change the
reality,

In the past we used to spe
about a mandate. In essence, you aré bri
our bayonets

: order in a

Reporter — The whole thing is simply a matte of i'."'m":‘m:“r,'wm.lhm, ie..

country where frightful anarchy prevails. The reason

with no offense intended—that it
passionately determined upon
and, and that you

. and now you speak

eful etration
akaboutpﬁf.:wsm,mnmuonmcpomd
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native order, is impossible to achieve by itself. If we maintain this order, it is
because we want the indigenous resources to compensate us for our efforts and
advance payments as soon as possible so that they may suffice for all local
needs and allow the people to live free and independent in their homes. (“Very
good, very good” from a number of seats in the center and right)

Léon Blum — By what means?
Reporter — By means of the order which they cannot establish without us.

Léon Blum — And how would you establish it?

Reporter — Naturally, with the help of the police. (Interruption from the
extreme left.) Of course! How do you expect to establish order without police?
This is the basis of all social and quasi-social life, even among the Bolsheviks,
indeed more so than among other peoples. (“Very good, very good” from the
center and right)

Lenail — It will be that way even in the League of Nations!

Deladier — Even if I succeeded in doing nothing more than to force M. Noble-
maire to clarify his thinking, I would not regret my participation in this debate.

Reporter — I had written it before.

Daladier — It is a question then of police and of peaceful penetration. But
it will result in a military expedition and bloody battles. . .

.. .If you persist in this foolish policy, you may end up in a veritable catas-
trophe. Hence, I am entitled to ask: Wouldn't it be better for you to try to avoid
creating great disturbances in this country and destroying the‘friendship of the
Islamic world for us. . . than to dispatch 100,000 soldiers and send Frenchmen
to their death in Syria and Cilicia for military operations that may well be ruin-
ous to France? (“Very good, very good” from the extreme left and from & few
seats on the left)

Do I need to say that none of us, irrespective of political views, denies that
it devolves upon France to do a great piece of work in the East? France's work
in Syria and the entire world must be done, but peacefully and on a basis of
reason and justice.

Reporter — The end justifies the means.

Daladier — This is something we don't want. That’s why we oppose an¥

military action in support of this policy, the importance of which you do not
understand.

Reporter — Yes, we do.

Daladier — We say that it is a mistake to follow a ruinous and inausPiC“:h“:
policy at a time when there is unrest throughout Europe, particularly when
skies of the East are overcast with threatening clouds.

It is incumbent upon each one of us to ponder and accept his responsibility
As for myself, I will not vote for these hundreds of millions in credits when o‘tl:
people have been bereft of 1,500,000 of their sons, when we ought t0 OORDESES {
all our strength on repairing our devastated regions and ensure the defenseeoa
the Rhine. (“Very good, very good”) I will not vote for credits to organiz e
dangerous and ill-omened campaign against Syria. (Applause from e ext;O“n
left and from some seats on the left) Please excuse me if I seem to have
qQuite excited while speaking from this platform.

#an
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Briand’s Speech, Delivered During the Session of
June 25, 1920

In the course of the debate on the budget some of the de
anir:ter;xems conclu@ed be;ween the Allies in 1916. A few cl:rttii(:?zze‘t‘:eo;z‘\’ro‘::-
R O\rll t?mh adhering strictly to the terms of the agreements and for renouncing
= ic Ahad been conceded to France pursuant to the said agreements.

ers c;nt_ncxzed t.pe agreements proper because they exceeded the bounds of
:r?(s:?gabg”y by bringing the French zone up to the Iranian frontier via Diarbekr.
c0n011u :ed r(;aqd the.n den?anded the floor and began to defend the agreements
e uring his regime. We translate the most important portions of his

Since I was in power when the debat i '
: es and negotiations were going on and
:ltm agreements relagng to the Eastern countries were signed—in 1916—I feel
necessary to provide you with some facts about the real character, scope, and

purpose of these agreements.

tiat:{j you retgm in memory to the days when these agreements were being nego-
o .ryou will find that they coincide with the agony of Verdun and the weak-
Germao the Balkan front. It was the time when Italy had not declared war on
i ny, nor had I as yet had the joy of meeting the American Ambassador and

ing him tell me that his great country was going to join France in defending

the cause of liberty.
The horizon wasn't very bright in those days.

:as reckless, even childish, for the government at that time to
yes to those regions far from the main theatres of military action,

European battlefields.

Perhaps you will say that it
have raised its
i.e., the

onally considered it our duty, despite the
defense of France's rights and interests
umber of divisions from our
in order to prevent German

jlitate Russian movements

. _However. my colleagues and s
critical situation, notatgo neglectl ?he;
everywhere. That's why we withdrew a sizeable n
threatened domestic front and sent them to Salonica
;I:KAS,:;)!napxa from reaching Constantinople and to fac
. enia and British operations in Asia Minor. We thought that France had
ery ancient interests and rights in these regions and that it was our o B

defend them. (Applause)
5 At thit_; point, gentlemen, permit me to Say how unjust it is to refer to a policy
o ex%ansmn and imperialism when speaking about these regions and our coun-
wg. oor France! . . . After the efforts she exerted in this war, fighting every-
ere, on her own soil, sending her troops to the Balkans, even participating to
the greatest extent possible in the operations in Asia Minor. . . after all this. . .
when she has become worn out by these exhausting efforts. . . In fact, if she
could be reproached for anything, it would be rather for excessive disinterested-
ness. (Applause)
To say that our country has imperialistic aims is indeed an undes

sation. (“Very good, very good™)

May I be permitted to tell the honorable M.
agreements of 1916 relating to the Orient and Asia Minor
in a country where France is unknown. We are in a coun

of France radiates everywhere. (“Very good, very good™)

These people, in whom our colleagues on the extreme left have 80 !
justifiable reasons to be interested, are obligated to France, who oS ":?nd.‘
much effort and blood to direct them tow the ideas of civilization give
them the taste of freedom. (Applause)

erved accu-

Lafont—when he discusses the
—that we are not there

try in which the glory
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My dear colleague, M. Ernest Lafont! You were too young then, but I still
retain memories of the traditions of the Socialist Party. 1 recall the time when
the eloquent voice of Jaurés and the persuasive tongue of Pressensé directed
public attention to the sufferings of the Syrians and Armenians. We used to
come to mass meetings organized by these two men and shared their indignation
at the atrocities inflicted on these people. What did Jaurés and Pressensé say
then? They said: “Save these people from the bloody yoke of the Turks, liber-
ate them!" (Applause)

In my capacity as Prime Minister I had the occasion to greet delegations of
Armenians, Syrians, and Iranians at the Quai d'Orsay in 1916. All of them used
to say to me: “France—we are France! We make no distinction between her
and ourselves: since Turkey is to disappear, we beg France to come to us.”

The disappearance of Turkey was definitely envisioned at that time. It was
one of the war aims of the Allies.

How then, gentlemen, could France remain with hands folded before the
scattering and disappearance of Turkey and be indifferent to the fate of these
peoples? (Applause) She would have forgotten her traditions! Palestine would
have become nothing as far as she was concerned! Iraq and Syria the same!

Really, gentlemen, if a prime minister had confined his attention at such an
hour exclusively to the immediate needs of local defense and contemplated the
French and European fronts alone to the neglect of all the previously mentioned
interests, what could you tell him today? (Loud applause)

My dear colleagues! France is not in France alone. She is everywhere that
she has roots (more applause), in every place that her army has performed glori-
ous deeds, wherever her banner has flown. (Applause)

It was quite natural for France to do what she did in responding to the appeal
of the peoples. In doing so she didn't really go counter to the principles of
peace and freedom which you approve. There is no imperialism orf policy of
violence toward the peoples who came to beg us to claim them, saying: “We
prefer your influence to that of any other power.”

This is the spirit that prevailed while we were concluding the agreements I
referred to before. Unquestionably, they are far-reaching. But, gentlemen,
when will Frenchmen decide not to consider the external affairs of France on
sentimental grounds!

(Briand then digressed to discuss England and English ethics. He spoke
about bargaining and referred to the method of “give and take” in diplomacy,
saying:)

Like the overwhelming majority of Frenchmen, I had strong faith in ultimate
victory. I used to tell myself: We must not—when accounts are (0 be settled—
come to the peace table empty-handed.

When France is called to such affairs, she must simply ask herself, just a8
our good peasants do when they go to the market to conclude some transaction,
whether they have something to take or to give. They are always careful not t0
give before they take (laughter), they argue. One knows that they can Bive, but

they are always anxious that it be known too that they should take. (More
laughter and applause)

This idea—please forgive me for presenting it in somewhat vulgar _‘e"'?"i;;
dominated our policy in 1916. We used to say to ourselves: The possibilit =
of these agreements perhaps exceed the military potentialities of France. Ho
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t that which France cannot relin-

ever, through them we shall preserve at leas
As for the rest, it

quish in the light of her glorious past and ancient traditions.
will be something to talk about.

A glance at the map is enough t
territory covered by the agreements. They include
as a zone of Arab administration—Mersin, Adana,
Mosul, with a projection into Kurdistan.

_ (Turning to Emest Lafont) This Kurdistan confused you very much, my dear
friend. It awoke in you the memories of a student who used to find it difficult
to remember the name and sometimes ended up wondering if this country really

existed. (Smiles)

I shall tell you why we have concerne
so far from our zone. The reason is very s

and noblemen came to me and, speaking excellent
had learned when quite young that France really existed somewhere, and even,

in the case of some of them, had lived here—said: “France, we are France! In
Iran they speak French just as much as in France. We have 1800 French schools.
Your country seems to us the tangible guarantee of our independence. Do what
is necessary to make contact with us.” This may explain to you the wisdom of
the existence of the small projection that you have observed and that confused
your geographical recollections. (Laughter)

(Briand then reviewed the incidents that followed the conclusion of the
agreements and noted how the various French governments had renounced sec-
tions of the agreements item by item and how they yielded Mosul and Palestine
to the English. He criticized the government for that, saying: “I see what you
gave, but I don’t see what you took for it.” (He continued:)

It is France's good fortune to be compact as far as her territory and princi-
pal colonies are concerned. North Africa is a prolongation, which forms, so to
speak, a part of her, that is, as long as she defends her position in the Mediter-

ranean. (“Very good, very good'")
The treaties of 1916 ceded to us Alexandretta together with Adana and
Mersin—glance at the map, it’s the entire bay—and the mountains that ensure
in depth. This is what impelled us to expand the borders

its strategic defense

of our zone of influence, 10 connect them to those remote spaces with the ap-

proval and at the request of the Armenians. What a magnificent position!
iscussion of the possibility of England's giving up

Since there was once a d
ted in the agreements granting France the

Cyprus, a special clause was inser
right of pre-emption to this island. Here too there was ample scope for negotia-

tion and exchange in case of need.
The Gulf of Alexandretta is something remarkable in the Mediterranean Sea;
possession of it is essential to the future of France.
(Turning again to an analysis of English diplomacy, Briand said proudly:)

of satisfaction that I con-
As for myself, it is one of the greatest sources
cluded these treaties W at we profit from them now.

o arouse astonishment at the extent of the
d—both as a French zone and

Sivas, Diarbekr, Armenia, and

d ourselves with this corridor which is
imple. A number of Iranian dignitaries
French—for they knew France,

hen I did. My only wish is th
Han
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GENERAL GOYBET’S MEMOIRS OF THE DAY OF MAYSALUN

The magazine Revue des Troupes du Levant V, January 1937, published the
memoirs of the Day of Maysaliin of General Goybet, the commander of the expe-
dition that marched on Damascus. These memoirs include a good deal of military
data. They also touch, in passing, on many political events and here and there
contain some general observations. The information and observations are inter-
esting in that they help to reveal the truth about certain problems and lay bare
the mentality of the leaders who assumed the task of “imposing the mandate on
Syria” by iron and fire. I therefore thought it necessary to go over the General's
writings and quote from them, now in summary fashion, now in literal transla-
tion, depending on the importance of the passage. I have added nothing to his
observations because I believe that the facts and events detailed in the preced-
ing pages make any commentary of mine superfluous.

The memoirs are organized in 12 short sections, entitled: (1) “King” Faisal
(2) Secret Massing of Troops (3) Terrain (4) Plan of Movements (5) Ultimatum
(6) “D" Day (7) Diplomacies, Hesitations, and Decision (8) Stage of the Tragedy
and Its Actors (9) Khdn Maysaliin (10) City of “A Thousand and One Nights”
(11) End of the Regime (12) General Order No. 22. A short appendix follows.

Most of the sections of the memoirs and analyses are wholly military in con-
tent. The General mentions the number and names of the units under his com-
mand. He analyzes the strategy developed after a study of the terrain and the
general mobilization undertaken in preparation for war. There are coplous
details of the battle that subsequently took place.

I see no purpose in reviewing the military data. I should like merely to
summarize his notes on the strength and losses of the expedition.

The Army of the East was composed of three divisions, the one under General
Goybet's command being the Third.

This division consisted of: 4 brigades of chasseurs, 2 brigades of cavalry,
4 batteries of 75 mm. artillery, 2 batteries of 65 mm. artillery, 1 battery of heavy
artillery, 155 mm. Schneiders. Also under his command were 15 tanks, 4 armored
cars, units of engineers, and reconnaissance planes. He could also call on
bombers belonging to the High Command.

His troops comprised Algerian chasseurs, Moroccan cavalrymen, and Sen-
egalese infantrymen.

French casualties in the Battle of Khan Maysalin were 250 dead and 200
wounded, including 3 officers.

#H##H
The memoirs begin with a brief section on King Faisal. The General shared
the general French view:

“In Damascus the Emir put the royal crown on his head and began t0 °°“8°'.i£;
Syrians and equip several army divisions. He prohibits the circulation of sy‘:ns
currency and prevents Hawrdn grain from reaching our zone. He uses every me
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at his disposal to block trade between Lebanon and Sherifian territory. Like-
wise, he places many obstacles in the way of supplying by railroad our troops
stationed in the north.

"!Woreover. our apparent inactivity encourages him to win over men with
elastic consciences either by alluring promises or by glittering gold. He urges
some Syrians to prepare for a trip to Europe to seek assistance in delivering
Syria from the oppression and tyranny of France.”

Consequently, the supreme French authorities came to feel the need of
resorting to force and so undertook to mass troops on a large scale.

General Goybet concedes that their purpose was not really “to defend the
French zone" because, despite the Damascus garrulousness, “an attack by
Sherifian soldiers on the western zone was scarcely possible.” Their true objec-
tive was “to bring the threat of French bombs to the western zone."

Inasmuch as the most important and sensitive point in the eastern zone was
the capital Damascus, this city was naturally regarded as the principal military
goal. The major part of this operation was assigned to the Third Division under

the command of General Goybet.
#HH

Massing of Troops

The General prepared his troops thoroughly for the march on Damascus. He
kept the garrisons of Tibin and Marj ‘Uyiin where they were and called out the
garrisons of Binyds and Marqab in Tripoli and Tell Kalakh. The bulk of his
forces were massed along the sides of the road leading to Damascus between
Beirut and ‘Ayn Sawfar.

Advance units were sent to Zahlah, Sa‘d N@’il, and al-Murayjiat and given
training in mountain warfare. The General considered it necessary to conclude
the preliminary phase by bringing the forward lines up to the Litany River through
the occupation of Shutiirah, Al-Mu‘allagah, and Rayaq. This was all very easily

accomplished.

Similarly, he built a good airfield near Ta‘ndyil in the Biqi® He admits that
the farm of the Jesuit Fathers there helped greatly in camouflaging this operation.

On July 14, 1920 having wound up his preparations, the General had only to
await marching orders from the Commander in Chief, General Gouraud.

#HH

Ultimatum

General Goybet mentions the demands incorporated in General Gouraud's

ultimatum and goes on to say:

“We must admit that General Gourau
by sending an ultimatum to Emir Faisal
and treachery. They should have led
Damascus at once, without any warning. .
the Emir's delusions of grandeur would drive h
or a flat ‘no’.”

d has shown his characteristic leniency
despite all the latter's acts of cunning
to the issuance of orders to march on
_ We were all sincerely hoping that
im to return an equivocal answer

Marching Orders
Goybet was impatiently awaiting did not arrive

The orders for which General 2Oy xed for the expiration of the ultimatum.

until the night of July 21st, the t
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They came at midnight by telephone:

“There is no answer from the Emir. Telegraph lines have been cut in Sher-
ifian territory. The march on Damascus is to begin on July 21st according
to plan.”

General Goybet promptly issued the necessary instructions to his officers.

The Advance

At 0430 hours of July 21st the French troops began to move across the
Litany River. They found the bridges intact and encountered no Sherifian
patrols. Goybet asserted that the absence of Sherifian soldiers was part of a
strategem. He therefore ordered his commanders to proceed very carefully in
readiness for a possible attack or any other contingency. When he learned
shortly afterwards that the French forces reached and occupied Mijdal ‘Anjar
without fighting, he decided that there was no reason to waste any more time by
taking precautionary measures. He ordered his officers to regroup the entire army
and move on to Damascus directly. He himself traveled in back of the vanguard.

The Meeting with Colonel Cousse

Colonel Cousse met General Goybet in the Wadi al-Harir. The General
describes the incident in these words:

“I noticed a car approaching from the dfrection of Damascus in which were
Colonel Cousse, French liaison officer to Emir Faisal, and several Sherifian
officers. Colonel Cousse's face was pale with emotion. He said:

“‘What are you doing, General? You have invaded Sherifian t.erritory. even
though Emir Faisal agreed to all the demands of the High Commissioner.

“ ‘I have orders from General Gouraud to proceed to Damascus,’ I an"’"“‘l’
simply. ‘I am carrying out a plainly limited military assignment. As for politic
matters, take them up with someone in the rear.’

2 “I continued on as the Colonel’s car disappeared behind us en route to
Alayh.”

The Push Forward

The intelligence obtained by General Goybet from air reconnaissance %00‘;
firmed “the retreat of the Sherifians toward Damascus”. He therefore decide
move quickly in order to cover as much ground as possible before sunset.

At 5 o'clock in the afternoon the vanguard reached ‘Ayn al-Judaydah wher:
it prepared to encamp. When the General arrived, however, he di”pp'oved‘:e
the location and ordered the troops to occupy the heights which g the
Wadi al-Zurzir. The necessary dispositions were then made. *“By nightfall
division was secure against attack from any quarter and in a position to
toward Khin Maysaliin early in the morning. "

Retreat of the Tanks
Following a description of their movements, General Goybet says:

'We_accldenully discovered the Sherifians’ intention to hold on to
al-Zurziir in order to prevent our troops from leaving through the pass of

the Wé‘ﬂ
the Wadl
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al-Qarn. The tanks rolling along with the forward units were instructed to pro-
ceed to the mouth of the Wadi and take possession. However, on emerging from
the Wadi they were greeted by four or five 105 mm. shells, which forced the
commanding officer to pull back to a safe place.”

Truce
Goybet notes the reasons that led him to conclude a truce at “Ayn al-Judaydah:

.“During the night a Sherifian delegation accompanied by Colonel Toulat,
Chief of the French Mission in Damascus, came to headquarters to remind us that
Emir Faisal had accepted all the terms of the ultimatum. He asked us for another
delay in order to give the Sherifian government an opportunity to study the situa-
tion created by our advance.

“We took up the matter with Colonel Pettelat, Chief of Staff. Colonel Toulat
told us that the news of our march greatly excited the people of Damascus and
resulted in a number of clashes. The foreign consuls became perturbed, fearing
that our action might cause a massacre of the Christians.

“We saw the following benefits in a 24-hour delay:

“(1) It would afford our troops a chance to get much needed rest after spend-
ing a day under the broiling sun and a sleepless night of intense exertions in the

dry, waterless mountains.

“(2) It would enable us to tighten communications between the various units
of the division which were gathered together for the first time in 24 hours. This
created many problems each requiring study and a decision.

“(3) It would show our good intentions to the foreign consuls who are the
representatives of Christian Europe in Damascus.

“Actually, our stopping where we did was dangerous. It destroyed the ad-
vantages derived from our swift advance by helping the Sherifians fortify their
defensive positions before the entrance to the Wadi al-Qarn and complete the
equipping and massing of their men in certain sensitive places along the line

of march.
“Nevertheless, we decided to offer ‘a suspension of all activities for a period
of 24 hours’, provided that the Sherifian Government in turn give our troops the
right to use the railroad from Rayiiq to al-Takiyah to ensure our supplies. For
this purpose we would utilize the road leading to the aforementioned station on

the left side of the Wadi al- Zurzir.
“The Sherifian delegation accepted our terms and proceeded to ‘Alayh to

negotiate with General Gouraud directly.”

The New Request

the morning of the following day, i.e., July 22nd, the General sent out
trglns to reconnoitre the road to al-Takiyah left of the wadi al-Zurzur. He
learned that it was a mule path and absolutely impassable by motor traffic. He
also calculated that transportation of supplies by the single train from the sta-
tion of al-Takiyah to ‘Ayn al-Judaydah would require all the army mules, includ-

ing those employed to carry cannon and machine guns.
of the station of al-

ecess therefore to use_the road lgadmg out

Tak'};a:.:l:ng th:gght side of the Wadl al-Zurzur which crossed the Damascus

road near Khan Maysalun.
185



General Goybet observed that two critical problems would be raised if his
army remained on the Plain of al-Judaydah:

(1) Water — The five wells in al-Judaydah yielded 20,000 litres daily,
whereas the army needed 90,000 litres.

(2) Anthrax - the Plain of al-Judaydah had been traversed by caravans
for thousands of years. They apparently became “the accursed fields”, to use
Pasteur's phrase, where the anthrax germs were endemic. Indeed, within an
hour a number of animals, including the horse belonging to one of the General's
staff officers, died of this dread disease.

For these reasons General Goybet wrote to General Gouraud to explain “the
absolute necessity” for demanding that the army be permitted to advance to the
flowing wells of Khin Maysaliin and be guaranteed free use of the excellent road
connecting the station of al-Takiyah to the Damascus road. This, mind you,
“while halting the march to Damascus".

The New Conditions

After giving a detailed description of his army's situation in ‘Ayn al-Juday-
dah, General Goybet says: *“This request of mine crossed in transit the new
conditions General Gouraud set for ‘halting the march on Damascus'”. Enumer-
ating the conditions, he concedes: “These new demands, the necessity for
which I proved, are of such nature as to increase the difficulty of their accept-
ance by the Emir. We were not surprised, therefore, to see Colonel Toulat come

to us that evening with the Emir's negative answer to the new ultimatum sent him
by the High Commissioner.”

The Last March

General Goybet followed his reference to Colonel Toulat with an account of
how the order for the last march was given:

“I shall never forget the affecting scene that took place in the virtually
roofless building that I had appropriated for an office. Colonel Toulat picked
up the telephone and called General Gouraud to tell him that Emir Faisal had
answered in the negative. The General apparently made some objections to
which Colonel Toulat replied: ‘It is obvious that halting our march on Damas-
cus would definitely put an end to our spiritual influence in the East.’

f "Gde neral Gouraud immediately ordered me by telephone to continue to move
orward. "

The Final Sections

General Goybet then tells about the battle, entrance into Damascus, parade
through the streets and review of the troops, and reaction to the proclamation
the end of the Sherifian regime in Syria. He concludes by quoting the order of
the day issued by General Gouraud after the battle:

“The General is profoundly ha General Goybet
ppy to send congratulations to
and his brave troops. . . They broke the resistance of the enemy who had defied

us for eight months. They have recorded a glorious page in the history of France
and Syria.”
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Mention of the Crusades

General Goybet appends a brief postscript in which he registers some of his
observations after he settled down in Damascus.

It is worth while for us to read and ponder the words of this commander who

asserted that he conducted the military campaign against Damascus “in order to
carry out the decision of the League of Nations to civilize Syria and the Syr-

ians”. He wrote:

“I am in Damascus!

“This name used to evoke fabulous associations in my mind as a young boy
whenever | came across it in the records of my family.

“Jean Mongolfier, the distant ancestor of my paternal grandmother Louise,
was captured during the Second Crusade in 1147 and brought to Damascus.

“He was an ordinary foot-soldier, so the ‘thieves’ did not accord him the
good treatment they reserved for the brilliant knights. The people of Damascus
worked him as a slave in one of the factories engaged in manufacturing paper
from cotton. Poor Jean labored there for three years until he managed to escape
from the city and, after countless perils, rejoined the Crusader army. When he
returned to his birthplace after an absence of ten years, he built the first paper
mill in Europe.

“Is it not an act of ‘supreme justice’ that the descendant of a p:lsoner during
the Crusades should enter the holy city as a triumphant conqueror?
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