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US FOREIGN POLICY IN THE MIDDLE EAST: INTERESTS, INTEREST CROUPS 
AND THE DECISIONMAKING PROCESS 

Prepared by John Duke Anthony 

With contributions from Elda Stifani 

This selective bibliography is the result of a Seminar on US Foreign 
Policy in the Middle East that was conducted at The Johns Hopkins School 
of Advanced International Studies in Washington during the summer of 1975. 
The Seminar utilized the experience of present and former participants 
in the decision-making process. Representatives from the Executive 
and Legislative branches of the government and from private interest 
groups and the media participated as guest lecturers. Speakers who 
addressed the Seminar came from the White House, the Department of Com­
merce, Defense, State, and Treasury, the CIA, the Federal Energy Admin­
istration, USIA, the House of Representatives, American Near East Refugee 
Aid, the Middle East Institute, American Friends of the Middle East, The 
National Observer, The Washington Post, and the American Broadcasting 
Corporation. Approximately half the members of the Seminar were Middle 
Eastern diplomats. 

The Seminar examined several questions bearing directly on the theme 
of the Middle East Institute's 29th Annual Conference: "The U.S. and 
the Middle East: Changing Relationships." We sought, in the first in­
stance, to examine what American interests are in the Middle East, as per­
ceived in the US, and to understand how they may conflict with, or rein­
force, one another. Members of the Seminar also sought to increase 
their knowledge of the decision-making process in US policy towards the 
Middle East and some of the most powerful influences upon it, both before 
and after as well as during major crises, such as the October 1973 war. 
From a different perspective, we discussed and analyzed American interests 
in the Middle East, and American interest groups and their influence on 
the US decision-making process, as perceived in the Middle East. Lastly, 
attention was given to the study of which American interests might be 
expected to become relatively more important in the future and others less 
so, and the reasons why. 

The quality of the sources used in the Seminar as well as those 
cited herein varies considerably. However, regardless of the approach, 
cogency of exposition, and depth of coverage of a given topic, each of 
the bibliographical entries contributes to an understanding of American 
interests in and attitudes and policies toward the Middle East. In 
addition to Ms. Stifani, who also assisted in the preparation for the 
Summer Seminar, special thanks are due Mr. Timothy W. Childs, Miss Eileen 
Donlin, Mrs. Tressie Minor, and Ms. Darcie Ann Bundy. 

JDA 
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